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ABSTRACT 

Dealing with waste has become a big issue worldwide because of growing 
industries, cities and populations. These changes bring major risks to the 
environment and people's health. This article looks at the laws that handle waste 
management and checks how well they match the idea of sustainable 
development in India and around the globe. It also explores how international 
environmental laws have developed over time. Key agreements like the Basel 
Convention, which focuses on controlling hazardous waste movement and 
disposal, and the Rio Declaration, which promotes sustainable development and 
proper waste handling, are discussed. 

The article looks at India's constitutional requirement under Article 21 and 
examines laws like the Environment Protection Act of 1986 alongside specific 
rules, including the Solid Waste Management Rules 2016. It points out how the 
courts have shaped environmental policies through key judgments. Cases like 
Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India established sustainable 
development as a core idea. Almitra H. Patel v. Union of India tackled issues in 
how cities manage waste. 

The article talks about ongoing problems like poor enforcement missing 
infrastructure low public awareness, and rising issues with plastic and electronic 
waste. It points out the mismatch between laws on paper and how they work in 
reality in developing nations. The study takes a comparative angle and 
highlights the importance of building better legal systems strengthening 
institutions, and working together across borders. 

The study wraps up by calling for a move to adopt a circular economy, improve 
compliance with regulations, and push for governance that includes public 
participation. These steps aim to make waste management play a real role in 
meeting sustainable development goals. 

Keywords: Waste Management; Sustainable Development; Environmental 
Law; India; International Framework; Circular Economy 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Waste handling has become a major environmental issue in the 21st century. It connects to the 

bigger idea of sustainable development. Growth in industries expansion of cities, and shifts in 

how people consume things have led to a huge rise in the amount and complexity of waste 

worldwide. This includes trash from cities dangerous industrial leftovers, and used-up 

electronics. Poor waste handling has caused serious damage to the environment, health 

problems for people, and unfair social and economic conditions. Because of this, creating and 

enforcing waste management laws has become very important both within countries and across 

the globe. 

The Brundtland Report describes sustainable development as a way to fulfill current needs 

without taking away the chances of future generations to do the same. Managing waste plays a 

key role in this idea because throwing waste and creating too much of it harms nature and 

wastes resources. Combining care for the environment and economic progress has brought 

important legal ideas like the "Polluter Pays Principle," the "Precautionary Principle," and the 

idea of fairness between generations. These ideas are gaining more attention in global 

environmental laws and laws of several countries, including India. 

Treaties and declarations aim to manage waste more and encourage sustainability. Agreements 

like the Basel Convention focus on the global issue of moving and disposing of dangerous 

waste the flow from richer to poorer countries1. The Rio Declaration stresses that sustainable 

development should guide how we handle the environment. Even with these agreements in 

place, enforcing them is hard2. Countries face problems like inconsistent rules economic 

differences, and weak systems to ensure everyone follows the regulations. 

In India managing waste is recognized and as part of the right to life under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. Courts have had a crucial role in broadening environmental rights and ensuring 

proper waste management practices are followed. Decisions in key cases like M.C. Mehta v. 

Union of India3 and Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India4 have strengthened the 

idea that protecting the environment and promoting sustainable practices is core to 

 
1 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 1989. 
2 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992. 
3 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, AIR 1987 SC 1086. 
4 Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, (1996) 5 SCC 647. 
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constitutional principles. The Environment (Protection) Act 19865 and the Solid Waste 

Management Rules 2016 create a clear legal system to regulate waste. Despite this, there is still 

a significant issue with translating laws into effective action on the ground. 

Waste management problems go beyond just technical concerns involving serious legal and 

organizational issues. Weak regulation enforcement poor coordination among authorities and 

low public awareness block proper management of waste. Problems like illegal dumping 

moving hazardous waste across borders, and ignoring informal waste workers bring up fairness 

and environmental justice concerns. These challenges get worse in countries like India where 

fast-growing populations and lacking infrastructure make the issue even harder to handle. 

Across the world more people are turning to sustainable ways to handle waste. Things like 

recycling reusing materials and using circular economy systems are getting more popular. The 

United Nations included these ideas in their Sustainable Development Goals in Goals 11 and 

12, which focus on smarter use of resources and better urban planning. But making these ideas 

work well needs strong laws proper enforcement, and everyone doing their part. 

This piece takes a close look at the laws about waste management and sustainability, both in 

India and around the world. It aims to study the current rules, understand the role courts have 

played, and spot problems with putting these rules into action. The goal is to suggest smoother 

better legal solutions to deal with waste responsibly, protect the environment, and treat future 

generations. 

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK GOVERNING WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Countries have created an international legal framework to manage waste addressing the 

environmental problems caused by industrial growth urban spread, and the cross-border 

movement of dangerous wastes. Modern laws about the environment recognize that issues 

related to waste cannot be solved by one nation alone and need shared global efforts. This 

system is shaped by agreements between multiple countries non-binding policy tools, and 

global strategies often led by the United Nations. Important agreements like the Basel 

Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their 

Disposal, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, and the Rio Declaration 

on Environment and Development play a vital role in controlling waste and supporting 

 
5 Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 
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sustainable growth. 

Basel Convention: Managing Hazardous Waste Across Borders 

The Basel Convention established in 19896, forms the foundation of global laws on waste 

management. Countries adopted it after developed nations began shipping harmful waste to 

developing ones during the 1980s, which sparked major concerns about ethics and the 

environment. 

This Convention works to lower the creation of hazardous waste and ensure it is handled in 

safe ways for people and nature. It puts strict rules in place. Exporting countries must get 

permission from importing nations before sending hazardous waste following the prior 

informed consent principle. 

One main goal of the Convention is to limit the movement of dangerous waste between nations 

from richer countries to poorer ones, unless it's proven to be safe for the environment. This 

supports the idea of fair treatment in environmental matters, as poorer countries often face 

greater challenges. 

The Convention also works to support nations by helping them share knowledge providing 

technical help, and building skills, with a focus on helping less wealthy countries. Even though 

the framework is detailed, there are still issues with enforcing the rules stopping illegal waste 

trafficking, and what “safe management for the environment” means. 

Stockholm Convention: Managing Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 

The Stockholm Convention signed in 20017, focuses on dealing with Persistent Organic 

Pollutants (POPs). These are dangerous chemicals that do not break down in the environment 

and build up in living organisms over time. They present serious ongoing threats to both 

ecosystems and human health. 

This Convention aims to stop or limit the creation, use, and release of POPs. Its purpose is to 

cut down harmful waste right at the source. Instead of just managing the waste, it follows a 

 
6 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 1989. 
7 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, 2001. 
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forward-thinking method to try to reduce generating it in the first place. 

A key aspect of the Stockholm Convention is its worldwide reach and focus on working 

together across nations. It offers help both financial and technical to developing nations to 

assist them in meeting its rules. This highlights the idea of common but differentiated 

responsibilities (CBDR), which recognizes that poorer countries need extra support to handle 

environmental duties. 

Still, it’s not without hurdles. Many countries face struggles because they don’t have enough 

money or technology to switch from POP-based industrial methods. 

Rio Declaration: Rules for Sustainable Waste Management 

During the 1992 Earth Summit, leaders approved the Rio Declaration8. While it’s not binding, 

it influences ideas about environmental law and sustainable growth. 

This declaration brought forward important ideas that relate to managing waste such as these: 

• Polluter Pays Principle: those causing pollution must cover the costs of dealing with it 

• Precautionary Principle: uncertainty in science should not stop actions to prevent harm 

• Sustainable Development Principle: ensuring economic progress while protecting the 

environment 

Governments and global treaties have adopted these principles into their laws and agreements. 

The Rio Declaration highlights the importance of creating waste management plans that match 

sustainable development objectives. Even though it is not binding, it has influenced how 

nations manage environmental issues and how courts interpret related cases worldwide. 

United Nations' Role and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The United Nations leads global efforts to manage waste by working through programs like 

the United Nations Environment Programme and goals like the Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

 
8 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992. 
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Two key goals related to waste are: 

• SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), which aims to cut down cities' 

environmental impact, including waste issues 

• SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production), which encourages using resources 

, cutting waste, and recycling more 

These goals push for moving away from wasteful systems to smarter circular ones promoting 

reusing, recycling, and making less waste in the first place. The SDGs also focus on global 

teamwork to improve skills, share technologies, and modernize waste systems. 

The SDGs lack legal binding power, which makes enforcing them difficult. Achieving their 

goals relies on countries choosing to comply and showing political commitment at their own 

discretion. 

Comparing Developed and Developing Nations 

One key issue in global legal systems is the difference between how developed and developing 

nations manage waste regulations. 

Wealthier nations have better resources like advanced systems strict laws, and modern 

technology to handle waste. They are also major contributors to global waste when it comes to 

electronics and plastic materials. 

Poorer countries often struggle with problems like bad infrastructure weak rules limited 

knowledge, and not enough money. These issues have contributed to something known as 

“waste colonialism.” In this richer countries send their harmful trash to less wealthy regions. 

The Basel Convention was created to try to solve this problem. But illegal waste trading hasn’t 

stopped. 

The idea of common but differentiated responsibilities tries to deal with these unfair issues. It 

puts more duties on wealthy nations and aims to help poorer ones manage better. Yet some 

people say this idea is not working well. They believe it fails to fix the inequality in how waste 

is handled around the world. 

The rules and guidelines controlling waste management on a global scale involve a mix of 
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enforceable agreements non-binding guidelines, and various policy plans. Agreements such as 

the Basel and Stockholm Conventions outline clear legal methods to handle hazardous waste 

and chemicals. At the same time broader principles for sustainability come from documents 

like the Rio Declaration and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Although there have been advances, the system still struggles with issues like uneven 

enforcement lack of compliance, and fairness among countries. To manage waste and 

worldwide, nations need stronger cooperation better enforcement systems, and more support 

with technology. 

LEGAL & REGULATORY FRAMEWORK OF WASTE MANAGEMENT IN INDIA 

Laws and rules about waste management in India show a growing effort to protect the 

environment and push for sustainable growth. These rules are based on constitutional duties, 

laws made by the government, and additional regulations. The Indian Constitution recognizes 

the right to a clean and healthy setting as part of Article 219, which ensures the right to life and 

freedom. Over time, the Supreme Court has interpreted this article more. It now covers the 

right to live with dignity in an environment free from pollution. This shift puts the 

responsibility on the government to set up proper waste management systems. This 

constitutional support becomes stronger with Directive Principles like Article 48A10 and the 

Fundamental Duties under Article 51A(g)11. Together, these stress that protecting the 

environment is a responsibility shared by both the State and citizens. To achieve these 

constitutional goals, the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 stands as a key law. It gives the 

central government wide powers to carry out actions aimed at protecting the environment. This 

includes managing waste creation, its handling, and disposal. Through this Act, the government 

has the authority to create rules set benchmarks, give orders, and enforce penalties if these are 

not followed. It is a crucial foundation for how India handles waste management today.  

India has set up new rules to manage different kinds of waste, following ideas that support 

sustainable growth. In 2016, the Solid Waste Management Rules brought major changes by 

widening their focus to cover both cities and villages. They stress sorting waste at the source 

and define what waste producers local authorities, and private organizations must do. These 

 
9 Constitution of India, Art. 21. 
10 Constitution of India, Art. 48A. 
11 Constitution of India, Art. 51A(g). 
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rules push for local methods to handle waste and encourage composting, recycling, and 

disposing of trash with proper methods12. This approach ties into the idea of reusing materials 

in a circular economy, the Plastic Waste Management Rules from 201613 work to control how 

plastic is made, used, and disposed of. One key part of these rules is Extended Producer 

Responsibility, which makes producers responsible for what happens to their products over 

time.  

Changes to these laws have made rules on single-use plastics stricter and improved ways to 

enforce them. The E-Waste Management Rules of 201614 tackle the fast-increasing problem of 

electronic waste. They put responsibilities on producers, consumers, and recyclers to dispose 

of and recycle e-waste in eco-friendly ways. The rules also rely on EPR and give formal 

recycling channels the authority to manage waste aiming to stop unsafe and informal ways of 

dealing with e-waste. Together, these laws show how India is working to align its policies with 

global environmental standards and goals for sustainable growth.  

In India, enforcing and carrying out waste management laws is the job of a layered system that 

includes the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)15, State Pollution Control Boards 

(SPCBs), and local municipal bodies. The CPCB holds the top position and has the main 

responsibility to set guidelines, ensure rules are followed, and work with state agencies. SPCBs 

handle tasks like giving approvals, inspecting facilities, and making sure state-level standards 

are followed. Local municipal bodies tackle the on-ground work. They handle collecting, 

separating, moving, and disposing of waste in their areas. Even though this system seems 

organized, a lot of problems prevent these waste management rules from working well in 

practice. 

Cities often face problems because they lack proper infrastructure and enough money to 

manage waste. This causes issues like poor waste collection and harmful practices such as open 

dumping or burning. A key problem is creating policies but failing to enforce them well. Weak 

rules, not enough skilled workers, and low public awareness are reasons for this gap. Waste 

pickers in the informal sector recycle a lot of material but still lack proper legal rights or safety. 

Regulatory bodies struggle to work together due to overlapping duties, which leads to 

 
12 Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016. 
13 Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016. 
14 E-Waste Management Rules, 2016. 
15 Central Pollution Control Board, Guidelines on Solid Waste Management (CPCB, 2016). 
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inefficiencies and confusion about accountability. Corruption slow bureaucracy and poor 

monitoring make the situation worse even when laws are well planned.  

Looking, India's laws around waste management look strong and forward-thinking on paper, 

but they still fall short in making real progress toward sustainability. The focus on EPR and 

local waste management is a step in the right direction, though enforcing these policies in 

smaller towns and villages often falls through. The country needs tougher penalties to deal with 

rule-breakers and more openness, along with chances for everyday people to get involved in 

managing waste. Bringing informal waste workers into the official system putting money into 

better facilities, and using technology to keep track of things and enforce rules could make a 

big difference. On top of that, it's crucial to tie waste policies with larger environmental and 

climate goals to move closer to true sustainability. The legal and regulatory system lays a solid 

base, but to achieve the constitutional goal of a clean and healthy environment, people need to 

work together, use resources, and take an active role in the process. 

JUDICIAL APPROACH & LANDMARK CASE LAWS ON WATER MANAGEMENT 

India's judiciary has had a big role in changing and leading how the country handles 

environmental issues waste management and its link to sustainable development. Courts the 

Supreme Court, have stepped in to fill gaps when lawmakers lack clear rules or the government 

does not enforce them well. They have broadened the meaning of Article 21 in the Constitution 

to include the right to live in a clean and safe environment. Using Public Interest Litigations or 

PILs, they have given citizens and civil groups a way to fight environmental harm caused by 

bad waste management industrial pollution, and failure by local authorities. This action by the 

judiciary shows a larger pledge to connect environmental care with sustainable growth. They 

aim to make sure that economic progress happens without damaging nature or risking people's 

health. But this activism brings up important questions about how far courts should get 

involved in shaping policies and the ongoing failure of government agencies to enforce them.  

The case of M.C. Mehta v. Union of India16 played a key role in shaping environmental law. 

The Supreme Court introduced the doctrine of absolute liability in this case. Unlike the strict 

liability rule from Rylands v. Fletcher in English law, the Court decided that companies 

involved in risky activities must take full responsibility for any damage they cause with no 

 
16 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, (1987) 1 SCC 395. 
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exceptions. This idea changes how hazardous and industrial waste is managed. It puts a strict 

duty on polluters to handle and dispose of waste. The decision also highlighted the “Polluter 

Pays Principle,” which is now a central idea in India’s environmental law. The Court took 

action to tackle the immediate damage and also created a system to deter future issues, which 

is crucial to maintain sustainable waste management practices.  

A crucial case, Almitra H. Patel v. Union of India17, tackled the growing problem of municipal 

solid waste management in India. The Supreme Court noticed the terrible state of waste 

disposal in cities and gave several orders to local authorities nationwide. It required scientific 

waste management sorting garbage at the source, and creating proper recycling methods and 

landfills. This case brought about the Municipal Solid Waste (Management and Handling) 

Rules in 2000, which got updated in 2016. Yet even with these orders proper enforcement has 

been uneven showing a clear gap between court decisions and how they are carried out by 

authorities. 

Indian environmental law cemented the idea of sustainable development in the Vellore Citizens 

Welfare Forum v. Union of India18 case. The Supreme Court defined sustainable development 

as a way to balance ecological preservation and progress. It highlighted two key principles the 

“Precautionary Principle” and the “Polluter Pays Principle” as core parts of environmental law 

in India. The Court said the government must take steps to predict, stop, and address 

environmental harm when it involves pollution or industrial waste. This decision influenced 

waste management rules. It pushed authorities to focus on preventing problems instead of just 

fixing them after they occur.  

These legal interventions by the judiciary have made the system for managing waste much 

stronger, but they also highlight ongoing struggles between proactive courts and inefficient 

government authorities. Courts often take control of governance because local bodies, pollution 

boards, and other agencies fail to enforce environmental rules. This situation makes the 

judiciary do more than just interpret laws. It ends up overseeing compliance, issuing rules, and 

even stepping into administrative roles. While this kind of action has brought good results in 

some instances, it brings up worries about whether courts should handle policy issues and how 

this might blur the lines between the roles of different branches of government. 

 
17 Almitra H. Patel v. Union of India, (2000) 2 SCC 679. 
18 Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, (1996) 5 SCC 647. 
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Courts play a key role in improving waste management, but their decisions often lose impact 

due to poor enforcement, lack of proper systems, and low public awareness. The role of the 

informal sector in recycling is significant, yet it is mostly overlooked and kept outside official 

legal systems19. Without proper mechanisms in place to hold non-compliance with court rules 

accountable, the effectiveness of these rulings gets weakened even more. Courts have helped 

push for better environmental policies and sustainable practices. However, their efforts need 

support. The government must act, laws need more clarity, and communities have to get 

involved to create lasting waste management solutions. 

CRITICAL ISSUES & CHALLENGES IN WASTE MANAGEMENT 

India and other countries have strong laws to regulate waste management, but enforcing them 

shows a lot of weaknesses in the system. These issues, both in structure and institutions, make 

it hard to achieve sustainable development. One big problem is that environmental laws are not 

being carried out. Laws like the Environment Protection Act of 1986 and Solid Waste 

Management Rules of 2016 are detailed, but they’re not followed. Regulatory bodies face 

problems like lack of staff, corruption, and poor systems to keep track of violations, which 

leads to rules being ignored. Courts have stepped in multiple times to try and fix these issues. 

For example, the Supreme Court stepped up in the Almitra H. Patel v. Union of India case. It 

pointed out how bad municipal waste management is and gave many orders to improve it. But 

following these orders has been all over the place. 

Urban and rural areas show huge differences in how they handle waste. Cities, although still 

struggling, have somewhat better systems, while villages often lack even basic services like 

waste collection or disposal. This gap shows poor oversight and creates issues in keeping 

development fair and protecting the environment. Dumping urban waste in rural regions makes 

things even worse. The growing problem of plastic and e-waste complicates this further. These 

types of waste are harmful and hard to manage because they don’t break down naturally and 

are dangerous. India has introduced rules to manage plastic and electronic waste, but 

enforcement is weak. Illegal recycling units still operate without safety measures putting 

workers and local people in danger from toxic materials. 

Managing waste across countries makes things even harder, as hazardous waste often ends up 

 
19 P. Leelakrishnan, Environmental Law in India (5th edn., LexisNexis 2016). 
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in developing nations creating extra challenges for them. This happens even when it goes 

against international rules like those in the Basel framework. Another big challenge comes 

from the role of the informal workers, like rag pickers. These workers make up a large part of 

the waste collection and recycling workforce, but they are not regulated. Even though they play 

a key role in saving resources and supporting sustainability, they are not part of formal legal 

systems. They lack basic protections like health care social security, or legal rights. This gap 

shows how current policies fail to connect with real-life needs on the ground. On top of this 

many people are not aware enough or held responsible, which still makes waste management 

less effective. 

People often don’t follow segregation rules, and local officials put strict penalties in place. This 

weakens the effect of laws meant to prevent such behavior. While the “Polluter Pays” principle 

has been recognized in cases like Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, it isn't 

applied well in reality. Polluters often get away without taking responsibility. Problems with 

environmental justice are becoming more serious because marginalized groups suffer the most 

from landfills, waste facilities, and pollution. This unfair spread of environmental damage 

raises big concerns about constitutional and human rights. Article 21, which ensures the right 

to a clean and healthy environment, takes these issues. This idea is supported by the decision 

in the M.C. Mehta v. Union of India case. 

Poverty lack of representation and environmental harm combine to form an ongoing cycle of 

injustice that laws have not tackled. Around the world similar issues show up, with poor 

countries often dealing with waste shipped in from richer ones. This highlights how 

international promises often fall short when put into practice. While both India and many other 

nations have built solid legal systems for managing waste and promoting sustainable growth, 

the real challenge lies in enforcing those systems. Gaps in their execution, along with social 

and economic imbalances weak regulations, and exclusionary governance, hold back progress. 

Fixing these problems needs more than tougher laws; it demands changes in institutions 

involving communities, and creating systems focused on accountability in managing the 

environment. 

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS & POLICYRECOMMENDATIONS  

To manage waste and promote broader sustainable development, we need to move away from 

the old "take-make-dispose" way of doing things. Instead, switching to a circular economy 
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focuses on using resources, reusing, recycling, and regenerating them. This approach cuts down 

on waste by creating products that last longer and are easier to repair and recycle. It helps 

protect the environment and saves natural resources. In India, steps like the Extended Producer 

Responsibility introduced under the Plastic Waste Management Rules in 2016 show progress 

toward this idea. However, putting it into practice has been patchy because enforcement is 

weak and proper monitoring systems are missing. 

Countries like those in the European Union show how strong laws and accountability systems 

can help promote circular economy practices. They have created strict rules on cutting waste 

and setting recycling goals. Zero-waste models aim to get rid of waste by redesigning how 

things are produced and used. These models push for sorting waste at its source, composting, 

and managing waste. But to work, they need clear laws educated communities, and proper 

systems in place. This is true in developing nations where city services often face challenges. 

Creating laws is not enough; enforcing them with strong penalties is a key to making sure waste 

management rules are followed. 

In India enforcement of environmental laws, like those under the Environment (Protection) 

Act, 1986, remains weak even with strong legal frameworks. Agencies such as the Central 

Pollution Control Board and State Pollution Control Boards struggle because they lack 

resources, face political pressure, and do not always have the technical skills needed. This leads 

to poor enforcement of regulations. Courts often step in to bridge these gaps by handing out 

fines and orders in environmental disputes. However, relying too much on the judiciary is not 

a long-term fix. To improve accountability and prevent violations stricter penalties better 

monitoring systems and independent regulators need to be established. 

Public-private partnerships give a practical way to connect policy ideas with real-world results 

by using private sector resources like efficiency, funding, and creativity. These partnerships 

can help build better waste management systems like recycling centers, waste-to-energy plants, 

and compost units, which lowers the pressure on city governments. To succeed though, PPPs 

need clear contracts proper sharing of risks, and strong rules to stop misuse and ensure eco-

friendly practices. Technology and new ideas also play an important part. Tools such as 

artificial intelligence, blockchain, and satellite monitoring make waste tracking, sorting, and 

recycling work better and faster. 

Smart waste systems that rely on sensors and data tools help make collection routes better lower 
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costs, and boost service quality. Blockchain can also play a role by keeping waste transactions 

open and meeting EPR rules. But adopting these technologies takes a lot of money, training, 

and good policies. This is a bigger challenge in poorer countries where digital tools are often 

lacking. Waste that crosses borders, like hazardous or e-waste, makes global teamwork and 

aligned policies crucial to stop illegal dumping and handle waste. Treaties like the Basel 

Convention stress working together, but unequal rules and weak enforcement across nations 

remain tough barriers. 

Stronger international laws and unified standards are essential to tackle global waste problems 

more. India needs to build institutional capacity, improve coordination across agencies, and 

involve local communities in handling waste better. Legal changes should focus on bringing 

informal waste workers into the formal sector. This would secure their rights and boost 

efficiency. Strict rules for separating and recycling waste must also be enforced. Giving tax 

breaks or subsidies could push industries to use eco-friendly methods and invest in green 

technology. On a global level, reforms should push for strict international agreements more 

money to build waste management systems in poorer nations, and sharing knowledge to spread 

effective solutions. Sustainable waste management needs a broad approach. It must use laws, 

economics, technology, and social plans together. This helps balance caring for the 

environment with growing the economy. 

 

 

 


