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ABSTRACT 

“Digital arrest is a new and concerning type of cybercrime in which entities 
or people have their access and digital rights illegally blocked, resulting in a 
virtual jail state.  Digital arrest, as opposed to traditional cybercrimes, occurs 
when digital assets, networks, or online presence are unlawfully taken, using 
ransomware, malicious software, or unapproved control of digital systems.  
This new threat not only calls into question established cybersecurity 
frameworks but also highlights serious legal protection gaps because existing 
legislation might not fully handle the subtleties of this kind of crime.  The 
core of contemporary infrastructure is made up of digital systems, which 
facilitate everything from real-time communication to industrial automation.  
Pre-emptively stopping processes to protect data, systems, and operations 
has grown crucial as digital arrest increase system complexity.  It makes 
everything more problematic and security-related.  In the virtual world of 
digital arrest, everything appears to be genuine, so no one can predict how 
they will be affected.  Modern virtual world infrastructure is supported by 
digital systems, but as these systems grow, so do societal concerns about 
security, privacy, ethics, and legality. To address these issues, a 
technological framework is required.” 
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Introduction:  

"Digital Arrest" is a recent scam in which the victims are coerced into continuing to speak with 

the con artists via video calls until their demands are fulfilled.  Through video calls, the con 

artists impersonate government representatives and demand money from gullible citizens.  

Money is being demanded by criminals in return for their cooperation in keeping the fabricated 

judicial cases hidden.  This aids in looking into and putting an end to illegal activity conducted 

online. A recent and worrisome kind of cybercrime is "digital arrest," which involves putting 

individuals or groups in a condition of virtual incarceration by unlawfully blocking their access 

and digital rights.  The illegal seizure of digital assets, network access, or online presence—

often through ransomware, malicious software, or unauthorized control of digital systems—is 

known as "digital arrest," as opposed to typical cybercrimes.   

The complexity of this crime may be beyond the scope of present legislation; therefore, this 

growing threat not only challenges current cybersecurity frameworks but also exposes 

significant legal protection gaps.  The foundation of contemporary infrastructure is digital 

technology, which enables everything from industrial automation to real-time communication.  

The system's complexity is increasing as a result of digital arrest.  Pre-emptively pausing 

processes to safeguard operations, systems, and data has become crucial. Digital arrest is a new 

worry that has surfaced in the constantly evolving realm of cyber dangers.  To deceive the 

victims, the imposters pretending to be law enforcement officers use their bank account, SIM 

card, Aadhaar card, or bank card fraudulently.   

The victims are compelled to pay them money.  One term for the virtual restraint of individuals 

is "digital arrest."  Such suspensions may involve restricting access to the account or accounts 

and digital platforms, implementing regulations to prevent future digital behaviour, or 

restricting or monitoring video calls, among other measures.   

This alarming trend, known as digital arrest fraud, is the result of wrongdoers taking advantage 

of a number of pre-existing weaknesses in the age of digitalization, when technology is 

developing at an exponential rate.  The scammer poses as a law enforcement official in order to 

influence the victims.  Threats of imminent digital restraint and coerced financial transactions 

are among the deceptive tactics used to entice the victims.  The scammer poses as a law 

enforcement official and manipulates the victims before trapping them in the act. 
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Definition: 

The term "digital arrest" refers to a new category of cybercrime in which con artists call a 

potential victim and claim that they are the intended recipient or have received a package 

containing drugs, illegal goods, fake passports, or any other kind of contraband.  On occasion, 

they also inform their loved ones that one of the victims has been taken into custody for a crime 

or mishap.  

 In order to compromise, the con artists request money.  Until their demands are satisfied, some 

unsuspecting victims are made to suffer "Digital Arrest" and are made to visually interact with 

scammers over Skype or another video conferencing platform.  It is commonly known that 

scammers use studios that mimic government offices and police stations, and they dress in 

uniform to look authentic.  Digital house arrest is the term used to describe limitations or limits 

placed on people's digital communications or access.  In order to avoid or lessen negative effects 

brought on by system irregularities, security risks, or operational inefficiencies, digital arrest is 

the controlled suspension or termination of digital processes. 

Sharade Kamala Nathan and Dr. Rakhi R Wadhwani explained. 

“Digital Arrest” as a method of cybercrime involves individuals posing as law enforcement 

officers to intimidate and coerce victims into transferring significant sums of money1. 

Significance: 

The significance of the study is: 

To ensure system integrity during unexpected failures. 

To prevent damage from cybersecurity threats like ransomware or DDoS attacks. 

It is important to enable debugging and forensic investigation of digital processes. 

Objectives:  

 
1 Kamala Nathan, Sharade and Wadhwani, Rakhi R., All You Need to Know About Digital Arrest: A Novel 
Cybercrime Trend, National Cyber Security Consulting, available at https://nationalcybersecurity.com/all-
youneed-to-know-about-digital-arrest-a-novel-cybercrime-trend-cyb 
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To examine the workings, difficulties, and uses of digital arrest systems and offer a plan for 

their effective deployment.  Improving the technical assistance for fighting crime is crucial for 

the deployment of virtual work processes. 

The growth of online arrest frauds: 

The development of digital arrest has coincided with improvements in communication 

technologies.  Today's scammers are far more sophisticated and may approach their targets in a 

number of ways than their predecessors, who may have been restricted to phishing emails or 

straightforward bogus phone calls.  Scammers can now more easily reach gullible people in 

both personal and professional settings, thanks to popular fraud channels like social media, text 

messaging, and even mobile apps. 

 Scammers may now more convincingly create an illusion of authority due to the advent of 

email phishing and caller ID spoofing.  The name of a government agency may appear on the 

victim's phone when they receive calls, or they may receive an email that looks to be from an 

official source, replete with authentic-looking letterheads and logos.  Knowing that most people 

will respond swiftly when their freedom or financial security is at jeopardy, scammers take 

advantage of these technologies to make individuals feel anxious and compelled to act. 

The Rise of Digital Arrest Scams:  

Digital arrest has developed in tandem with the advancement of communication technology.  

Unlike in the past, when they might have just utilized phishing emails or simple phony phone 

calls, scammers nowadays are much more skilled and can approach their targets in a variety of 

ways.  Social media, text messaging, and even mobile apps have made it easier for scammers 

to approach unsuspecting individuals in both personal and professional contexts. With the 

advent of caller ID spoofing and email phishing, scammers may now project a more credible 

feeling of authority.   

Victims may get emails that appear to be from an official or have the name of a government 

entity displayed on their phone when they receive calls. Scammers may now create a more 

convincing impression of authority due to the widespread use of caller ID spoofing and email 

phishing.  Victims may receive emails that appear to be from an official source, complete with 

letterheads and logos that look real, or they may see the name of a government agency on their 
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phone when they receive calls.  Since most people will react quickly if they feel that their 

freedom or financial security is in danger, scammers utilize these methods to create a sense of 

urgency and worry. 

Typical Components of the Scam: 

 1. False Accusations: Scammers fabricate cases against victims who are readily swayed by 

fear and are charged with grave offences like money laundering, tax evasion, or loan 

nonpayment. 

 2. Threats of Arrest: In digital arrest, scammers use technology to instil fear in the victim, 

causing them to engage in cybercrimes and lose a lot of money, their identity, status, and other 

personal belongings. They then manipulate the victim's mind by threatening to arrest them right 

away or take legal action if they don't pay. 

 3. Urgency and Pressure: Scammers set up situations where victims are frequently pressured 

to act quickly in order to avoid an "imminent" arrest, leaving them with little time to confirm 

the veracity of the accusations. The number of people involved in this kind of crime has 

significantly increased in recent years. 

 4. Payment Methods: Recovery is challenging because payments are usually made using 

untraceable methods like gift cards, wire transfers, or cryptocurrency.  It is challenging to find 

the culprit.  

 These scams have progressed to the point where scammers commonly utilize fake documents, 

pretend to be high-ranking officials, and use social media platforms like WhatsApp and Skype 

to conduct their operations.  One noteworthy instance of digital arrest in recent years 

Concerns regarding the increase in occurrences of digital arrest fraud: 

One of the most pressing problems facing society now is digital arrest, which affects not just 

financial difficulties but also emotional and social difficulties worldwide. 

 1. Money Losses: One of the main problems is that most digital arrests result in money losses 

because they are used for financial crimes.  Because the scammers ask for payments using 



Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research    Volume VII Issue II | ISSN: 2582-8878 

 
 

 Page: 7498 

untraceable means like cryptocurrency, gift cards, or wire transfers, the victims' financial losses 

are irreparable. 

 2. Adverse Emotional and Psychological Effects: Victims experience psychological pressure 

and intimidation, which can cause stress and anxiety. They may also be unaware that they are 

sending large sums of money to the scammers.  In addition to claiming severe penalties like jail 

time, asset seizures, or even deportation, the scammers utilize threatening rhetoric. 

 3. Identity and Data Theft: In situations involving digital arrests, identity Scammers 

sometimes use stolen personal information to open credit cards, bank accounts, and other 

fraudulent transactions in the victim's name. 

 4. Growing AI Use in Fraud: Deep fakes and voice modulation are two examples of AI that 

are being used more frequently in fraud, which makes it more difficult to identify and detect 

cases of digital arrest fraud.  Using technology, scammers may easily accomplish all of these 

tasks in the era of artificial intelligence. 

 5. Difficulty in Tracing and Prosecuting Perpetrators: One of the most significant problems 

with cybercrime is identifying the offender, which makes the case more difficult.  Since many 

digital arrest frauds start abroad, it can be challenging for law authorities to track down and 

bring charges against the scammers because there are no jurisdictional restrictions. 

Legal Repercussions of Digital Arrest Scams: 

Serious legal repercussions may arise from digital arrest schemes, which frequently involve 

several conspirators. 

I. Criminal Offences: Offenders who commit digital crimes include those who commit financial 

losses, fraud, extortion, and impersonation.  According to the applicable legal provisions, these 

acts are punishable. 

II. Impersonation: Impersonation fraud is when someone poses as you in order to perpetrate fraud 

or another crime.  Criminals can get the information they need to pose as you in a number of 

ways, including stealing your wallet, your garbage, or your bank or credit card information.  

You may be contacted by phone, in person, or online to provide the information.  
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 When someone impersonates you in order to conduct fraud or another crime, this is known as 

impersonation fraud.  Criminals can obtain the information they need to assume your identity 

from a variety of sources, including your wallet, credit, or bank account details.  They may 

approach you in person, over the phone, or online to get the information.  It is a criminal felony 

to pose as a government official or police officer.  Falsely representing oneself as a law 

enforcement official is illegal in several jurisdictions. 

III. Extortion: Extortion is a crime for which those responsible may be imprisoned and subject to 

fines. Scammers utilize a variety of sophisticated techniques to coerce victims into parting with 

their money. 

IV. Money Laundering: Frequently, victims are forced to move money to specified accounts.  

Scammers may engage in money laundering, which is against the law, if they are successful. 

V. Conspiracy: When conspirators devise a compelling plot, people readily join them.  It is illegal, 

and those involved in these schemes may be charged with conspiracy to commit fraud or other 

similar offences. 

VI. Civil Liability: Victims who have primarily suffered monetary losses may file civil claims 

against the offenders in an effort to obtain compensation. 

VII. International Jurisdiction: One of the main issues with cybercrimes is tracing the accused, 

and it is next to impossible in cross-border cases.  Due to jurisdictional concerns, international 

law enforcement cooperation is essential in locating and prosecuting perpetrators because these 

schemes may transcend national borders. 

Keep in mind that each jurisdiction has different legal repercussions.  Report any suspicions 

about a digital arrest fraud to the appropriate authorities right away.  Preventing such 

occurrences requires knowledge and vigilance.  To safeguard themselves against monetary and 

legal repercussions, people must be watchful and cognizant of such fraudulent tactics. 

 Obstacles and Restrictions: 

a. False Positives: Systems that are overly sensitive may stop working without cause, resulting in 

downtime.  At the moment of digital arrest, it is difficult to find the scammer's identity since 

the victim is under pressure to give the money to the con artist. 
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b.  Performance Overhead: The computational overhead introduced by real-time monitoring 

may impair system performance; thus, be aware of the  

c.  Complexity of Distributed Systems: Syncing arrests across cloud or IoT nodes presents 

difficulties.  It is difficult to synchronize things at the digital arrest because of AI and virtual 

systems, and individuals are unaware of the system, which adds complication.  

d.  Legal and Ethical Risks: Violations of privacy or operational freedom may result from the 

misuse of digital arrest tools.  At the moment of the crime, scammers are not acting ethically, 

and it is difficult for law enforcement to bring charges against them. 

Upcoming Developments and Trends: 

A. AI-Driven Arrest Systems: By enabling predictive analytics through AI and machine learning, 

problems can be detected before they become more serious.  Several AI tools could be used to 

solve a lot of issues.  It helps to streamline the procedure and alleviate the detection issue, which 

is now the most crucial one.  AI tools are helpful for anticipating future criminal activity and 

providing early warning.  

B. Using block chain technology for digital arrest: block chain technology is a stand-alone 

digital ledger that monitors the actions of numerous computers.  The implementation of arrest 

procedures is visible and impenetrable thanks to these decentralized ledgers.  This framework 

ensures that entries are secure and unchangeable. 

C.  Edge Computing: This distributed information technology (IT) architecture processes client 

data as close to the network's edge as feasible; this is known as edge computing.  In IoT 

ecosystems, edge computing's localized decision-making lowers latency and improves real-

time arrest efficiency, which is highly advantageous for system protection in the future. 

D. Collaborative Frameworks: In shared networks, Interorganizational cooperation can increase 

the dependability of digital arrest systems. 

Types of Digital Arrest Scams:  

Digital scams are essentially online threats of arrest that are used to obtain information or 

money.  The goal is to instill dread and a sense of urgency in the victims so they would 
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collaborate as quickly as possible out of concern for potential consequences such as financial 

loss, legal trouble, or bodily harm.  Numerous types of digital fraud are connected to the digital 

arrest scam: 

A. Phishing Scams: Scammers create emails or websites that appear to be authentic portals in 

order to obtain personal information, then trick victims into falling for their fraud call. 

B. Vishing (Voice Phishing): Scammers employ sophisticated technologies to pose as authorities 

over the phone and threaten legal action in an attempt to obtain information or money.  

C. Smishing: Also referred to as SMS phishing, smishing occurs when victims receive bogus SMS 

warnings threatening "immediate arrest" unless they respond with information or cash.  

D. Ransomware: Ransomware uses software to lock down a victim's data and then demands 

payment to "release" the victim's contents.  They generally use threats against their close family 

and financial demands in this kind of behavior. 

E.  Social Engineering: One of the main causes of this kind of form is social media, as all personal 

information is now shared on these platforms.  It is the act of using psychological manipulation 

to trick someone into disclosing personal information. 

F. Online harassment and cyberstalking: Scammers target specific individuals and harass them 

in various ways in an attempt to profit from the disclosure of their personal information. These 

victims are intimidated, tormented, or pursued online. 

Preventive Measures: 

 Proactive cyber security measures should be implemented by the government, businesses, and 

individuals to counter the possibility of digital arrest scams.  This kind of crime must be avoided 

at all costs, and using preventive measures is crucial to that end.  

I. Knowledge and Instruction:  One of the most crucial ways to keep society from going into 

digital jail is to raise awareness. Regular training sessions on identifying phishing attempts and 

comprehending basic scam strategies may empower people. 

II. Protocols for Verification:   To design different verification processes and employ stringently 
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it for protection of people from this threat of digital arrest.  Encourage staff members to use 

proper methods to get in touch with the appropriate authorities and confirm any questionable 

messages. 

III. Strong Cyber security Procedures:  In the era of artificial intelligence, it is crucial to 

strengthen cyber security in a number of ways.  Sensitive information can be protected by 

putting strong cyber security measures in place, such as two-factor authentication, secure 

passwords, frequent upgrades, and being alert of phony websites and links. 

IV.  Reporting Mechanisms: It's critical to enhance the system for promptly reporting cases.  The 

authorities ought to be aware of it.   Provide organizations with clear methods for reporting 

suspected fraud or cyber events. 

In summary: 

In contemporary technological systems, digital arrest is an essential fail-safe that protects 

operations from both internal and external dangers.  Notwithstanding obstacles, developments 

in edge computing, blockchain, and artificial intelligence hold the potential to completely 

transform their application.  Working across disciplines is crucial to striking a balance between 

reliable control mechanisms and system efficiency. The swift advancement of technology in 

contemporary life poses significant challenges for law enforcement agencies worldwide, 

particularly in combating cybercrime.  Accordingly, digital arrests have emerged as a crucial 

tool in the fight against online crimes such as hacking, identity theft, and other illicit conduct. 

 Despite the lack of a widely recognized definition, the phrase "digital arrest" frequently refers 

to the complex interplay between judicial power, technological prowess, and individual rights 

in the digital era.  One worrying instance of digital arrest is when cybercriminals pose as law 

enforcement officers to commit fraud.  

These thieves deceive their victims and demand money by feigning involvement in illegal 

activities in order to avoid getting arrested.  They typically allege that the victim sent or received 

parcels containing illegal items, such as drugs and other contraband. The scammers usually use 

fake identities or photoshopped images of police officers to make themselves seem more 

legitimate and then demand money from the victim to resolve the conflict.   

In order to ensure compliance until the crooks' demands are met, victims are frequently made 
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to stay on video calls.  A growing number of complaints about threats, extortion, blackmail, and 

"digital arrests" by cybercriminals posing as law enforcement officers from the Enforcement 

Directorate, Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Narcotics Department, Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI), and police are being sent to the National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal (NCRP).  

Many people all over the world have fallen for these scams and lost a substantial sum of money.  

 International syndicates that conduct economic fraud often plan and orchestrate this type of 

crime.  In some countries, "digital arrests" can also refer to legal restrictions on people's online 

behavior, such as internet shutdowns or surveillance of digital activities by law enforcement or 

intelligence agencies.  The government is using several websites and portals to fight 

cybercrime.  Citizens' awareness is one of the most crucial tools, and they are working very 

hard to achieve this.  Governments are increasing public awareness, warning citizens to exercise 

caution, and urging them to report suspected cases via official websites or cybercrime support 

lines in order to stop these fraudulent activities. 

 To increase their legitimacy, the scammers frequently utilize fictitious identities or altered 

photos of police officers, and they demand payment from the victim to settle the dispute.  

Victims are often forced to remain on video calls in order to guarantee compliance until the 

demands of the crooks are fulfilled.  The National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal (NCRP) is 

receiving an increasing number of complaints about threats, extortion, blackmail, and "digital 

arrests" committed by cybercriminals impersonating law enforcement officials from the 

Enforcement Directorate, Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Narcotics Department, 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), and the police.  Numerous people nationwide have lost a 

significant amount of money as a result of falling for these scams.  This kind of crime is 

extremely well-organized and frequently planned by international syndicates that commit 

economic fraud.  Legal limitations on people's online activity, like internet shutdowns or law 

enforcement or intelligence agency surveillance of digital activity, may also be referred to as 

"digital arrests" in some countries.  Governments are raising public awareness of these 

fraudulent activities, advising people to be on guard, and asking them to report suspected events 

via official websites or cybercrime helplines. 
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