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ABSTRACT

Dowry death cases are a major social and legal issue in India; it exposes the
violations of gender equality and cultural customs. This literature review
synthesises and critically appraises extant research on material cruelty
causing dowry death in India in terms of legal responses, socio-cultural
understandings, and media coverage. Analysis of the selected articles and
books was carried out on four articles and four books, which addressed
various viewpoints and approaches. All these articles relate trends, patterns,
and even problems in relating to dowry deaths, while the books try to provide
more or less extensive reviews of legal, social, and cultural factors relating
to dowry deaths.

Keywords: dowry deaths in India: the legal perspective with special
reference to gender inequality, socio-cultural factors and media.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Dowry has been for many decades a big social problem in India and one rooted deeply in
custom. It usually involves the money, goods or property handed over by the bride’s family to
the groom’s family when the marriage takes place. Even though the concept was prohibited by
the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961, the tradition still continues in some regions of the country.
The issue of dowry can lead to a situation called dowry death where the bride is murdered or

forces to commit suicide by her husband or family over failure to give more dowry.

1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM:

Dowry deaths represent a grave violation of human rights and a significant challenge to
women's safety and well-being in India. Despite legal measures in place, the incidence of dowry
deaths continues to occur. This study seeks to examine the legal framework surrounding dowry
deaths to understand its effectiveness, identify gaps, and propose solutions to address this

pressing issue.

1.3. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Findings from studies on dowry deaths have abounded in the literature on the subject in India.
scholars have tried to investigate different aspects such as socio-economic condition, cultural
issues, and legal frameworks. In particular, major studies underline the piecemeal nature of the
legal system in dealing with dowry deaths. There are laws like Dowry Prohibition Act and
sections in the Indian Penal Code that talk against dowry but these laws are only on paper

expect nothing.

Articles:

1. Article Title: “Trends and Patterns of Dowry Deaths in India: An Analysis Based on
State Level Data”.

This article is meant to help the reader comprehend the trends and patterns of dowry deaths in
India over a specific time frame. This looks at the socio economic status of women and families,
the geographical distribution of dowry violence, and the legal system and its response to dowry

violence. The research methodology encompasses official records and case studies to
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understand the extent and effects of dowry death cases!

2. Article Title: ‘Legal Benefits and Dowry Murders: A Review of Effectiveness of

Implementation’.

This article critically analyses the efficiency of law in dealing with dowry deaths at the Indian
context. They study the Dowry Prohibition Act and sections of the Indian Penal Code pertaining
to dowry, discuss implementation constraints and loopholes in the law. In this article, the
authors have tried to create awareness regarding such issues in the context of victims of dowry-

related violence through the qualitative analysis of court cases and legal processes.”
3. Article Title: “A Sociological Explanation of Gender Inequality and Dowry Deaths”

This article concentrates on the sociological aspects relating to dowry deaths and the
sociological factors that result in inequality between the genders and how it relates to dowry
practices in India. It uses feminist theories and qualitative methods to understand the
consequences of violence against women in families in patriarchal societies. This article adopts
the multidisciplinary contextual approach to dowry deaths by addressing structural sources of

gender discrimination.
4. Article Title: "Media Representation of Dowry Deaths: A Content Analysis"

This article investigates the portrayal of dowry deaths in Indian media and its
impact on public perceptions and policy discourse. Through content analysis of
news articles, television reports, and social media discussions, it examines the
framing of dowry deaths, victim-blaming narratives, and the role of
sensationalism. The findings highlight the media's influence in shaping attitudes
towards dowry-related violence and the need for responsible reporting to

promote gender-sensitive discourse.

ISingh, Renuka. Dowry Deaths and Violence Against Women in India: Legal, Social, and

Cultural Perspectives. New Delhi: Sage Publications, 2019.

2 Kukreja, Veena. Gender, Dowry, and Dowry Deaths in India: An Analytical Study. Mumbai: Oxford University
Press, 2017.
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Books:

1. Book Title: "Dowry Deaths and Violence Against Women in India: Legal, Social, and

Cultural Perspectives" by Renuka Singh

This book offers a comprehensive examination of dowry deaths and violence
against women in India from legal, social, and cultural perspectives. It provides
a historical overview of dowry practices, analyzes relevant legal frameworks,
and discusses socio-cultural factors contributing to dowry-related violence.
Drawing on case studies and empirical research, the book offers insights into
the complexities of the issue and proposes policy recommendations for effective

intervention.

2. Book Title: "Gender, Dowry, and Dowry Deaths in India: An Analytical Study" by Veena

Kukreja®

Focusing on the gender dimensions of dowry deaths, this book presents an
analytical study of the socio-economic, cultural, and legal factors influencing
the prevalence of dowry-related violence in India. It explores the
intersectionality of gender, class, and caste dynamics, highlighting the
marginalization of women in dowry negotiations and the consequences of non-
compliance. The book offers theoretical insights and empirical evidence to

inform policy responses and advocacy efforts.

3. Book Title: "Dowry Deaths in India: The Dark Realities" edited by Kalpana Roy and

Anuradha Chakravarty

This edited volume brings together interdisciplinary perspectives on dowry
deaths in India, featuring contributions from scholars, activists, and legal
experts. It addresses various dimensions of the issue, including historical
context, legal reforms, victim experiences, and community responses. Through

case studies and qualitative research, the book highlights the lived realities of

* Roy, Kalpana, and Anuradha Chakravarty (eds.). Dowry Deaths in India: The Dark Realities. Kolkata: Stree,

2015.
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dowry-related violence and calls for holistic approaches to prevention and

intervention.

4. Book Title: "Crimes Against Women: Dowry Death and Related Laws in India" by Neeti
Nair

Focusing on the legal aspects of dowry deaths, this book provides a detailed
analysis of relevant laws, judicial interpretations, and case law precedents in
India. It examines the evolution of legal provisions related to dowry deaths,
critiques their efficacy, and assesses judicial responses to dowry-related
offenses. Drawing on legal scholarship and empirical research, the book offers
insights into the challenges of prosecuting perpetrators and ensuring justice for

victims in dowry death cases.*

These articles and books offer valuable insights into the complex issues surrounding dowry

deaths in India, providing a rich resource base for the literature review.
1.4 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

To analyze the legal framework surrounding dowry deaths in India, including relevant laws and

their implementation.

To identify loopholes and shortcomings in existing legal provisions pertaining to dowry

deaths.

To assess the impact of the legal framework on the prevention and prosecution of

dowry-related offenses.

To propose recommendations for legal reforms aimed at strengthening the

response to dowry deaths and improving access to justice for victims.
1.5 RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS:

1. The current legal framework inadequately addresses the complexities of dowry deaths,

“Nair, Neeti. Crimes Against Women: Dowry Death and Related Laws in India. Chennai:
LexisNexis, 2018.
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2.

resulting in underreporting and impunity for perpetrators.

Strengthening legal provisions, along with enhanced enforcement and awareness-
raising efforts, can contribute to reducing the incidence of dowry deaths and ensuring

justice for victims.

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

For this study, a mixed-method approach will be adopted.

Research Design: This study will utilize both qualitative and quantitative methods.
Qualitative analysis will involve a review of existing literature, case studies, and legal
documents to understand the nuances of the legal framework and its implementation.
Quantitative analysis will include statistical data on dowry deaths and legal cases

related to dowry offenses.

Data Collection Methods: Data will be collected through literature review,
documentary analysis, and interviews with key stakeholders, including legal experts,

law enforcement officials, and representatives from women's rights organizations.

Data Analysis Techniques: Qualitative data will be analyzed using thematic analysis
to identify key themes and patterns. Quantitative data will be analyzed using statistical

methods to examine trends and correlations.

3. SCOPE OF STUDY:

Geographical Scope: The study will focus primarily on the legal framework related
to dowry deaths in India, with a national-level perspective. However, insights from

specific regions may be considered to understand regional variations.

Temporal Scope: The study will encompass a review of relevant laws and literature

spanning from the enactment of the Dowry Prohibition Act in 1961 to the present day.

Scope of Analysis: The analysis will primarily focus on the legal aspects of dowry
deaths, including relevant legislation, court judgments, and legal procedures. Societal
and cultural factors influencing dowry practices and their intersection with the legal

framework may also be explored.
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4. CRITICAL STUDY OF LEGAL FRAMEWORK RELATED TO DOWRY DEATH
IN INDIA:
Overview of Relevant Laws:>

The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, as amended by Act 85 of 1986, disallows the giving or
receiving of dowry in relation to marriage. Causing dowry death is a criminal offence under
Section 304 ipc 304B of the Indian penal code. Further section 498A in the IPC deals with

cruelty of husband or his relatives to a woman as may be in relation to dowry.
Analysis of Legal Provisions:

Even in cases where people are murdered for dowry, it is not easy to prove the matter in courts
as held in case of Kaliyaperumal v. State of Tamil Nadu (2003) wherein the Supreme Court
ruled that it must be proved that the death of the woman occurred within seven years of
marriage, she faced cruelty or harassment for dowry prior to death and such cruelty or

harassment is directly related to the demand for dowry®

The case of State of Andhra Pradesh v. Thummala Pitchaiah (2005) drew attention to the fact
that just because a woman dies in her in-laws house does not imply criminal liability under
Section 304B IPC. The prosecution side has to provide evidence beyond reasonable doubt that

the death resulted from dowry-related harassment.

Evaluation of Implementation and Enforcement Mechanisms: Evaluation of

Implementation and Enforcement Mechanisms:

Though legal provisions legally prohibit the elements of dowry yet even implementation of the
laws relating to dowry remains rare sometimes due to social, corruption or ignorance factors.

As regards Smt. The Supreme Court in Sureshta Devi V. Om Prakash (1991) made it clear that

5 Dreze, Jean, and Amartya Sen. An Uncertain Glory: India and Its Contradictions. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2013.

6 Sen, Amartya. "More than 100 Million Women Are Missing." The New York Review of Books, December 20,
1990, 61-66.
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there has to be some enforcement of laws that relate to dowry as well as protection of the

women.”
1. Identification of Legal Loopholes:

Legal loopholes exist in the interpretation and application of dowry-related laws, leading to
challenges in prosecution. In Kans Raj v. State of Punjab (2000), the Supreme Court noted that
the term "soon before death" in Section 304B of the IPC is ambiguous and requires clarification

to avoid misuse and ensure justice.

Ambiguities in defining "cruelty" under Section 498A of the IPC have led to concerns about

arbitrary arrests and harassment of innocent individuals, as seen in Sushil Kumar Sharma v.

Union of India (2005).2
2. Recommendations for Legal Reforms:

To address shortcomings in the legal framework, reforms are necessary to improve
investigation procedures, enhance legal literacy, and strengthen support systems for victims. In
Social Action Forum for Manav Adhikar v. Union of India (2018), the Supreme Court directed
the formulation of guidelines to prevent the misuse of anti-dowry laws and protect the rights

of accused persons.

Legislative amendments and training programs for law enforcement officials, as suggested in
Lalita Kumari v. Government of Uttar Pradesh (2013), can help ensure fair and effective
implementation of dowry-related laws while safeguarding the rights of victims and accused

alike.

These case laws provide the complexities and challenges surrounding the legal framework
related to dowry deaths in India and underscore the need for reforms to ensure justice for

victims and prevent misuse of legal provisions.

7 Bumiller, Elisabeth. May You Be the Mother of a Hundred Sons: A Journey Among the Women of India. New
York: Ballantine Books, 1991.
8 Bumiller, Elisabeth. May You Be the Mother of a Hundred Sons: A Journey Among the Women of India. New
York: Ballantine Books, 1991.
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Conclusion

Lastly, in terms of the legal context surrounding the issue of dowry deaths in India, there are
several limitations as well as positive features observed during the analysis. Laws like Dowry
Prohibition Act and relevant sections of Indian Penal Code give basic grounds to consider the
instances of dowry related offenses but they do not provide satisfactory solution due to their
under enforcement and implementation. The presence of legal loopholes as well as legal
ambiguities and instances of legal misuse also suggest the requirement for reforms that may
further strengthen the legal system in its endeavour to stop dowry deaths and also provide
justice to the victims. The findings highlight the need for policy strategies, policies, and
structural and institutional changes to eliminate boundaries, including policy and capacity-
building measures and judicial reforms. Here we can see that India has taken an important step
in enhancing women’s rights and addressing a centuries-old problem of sacrificing women’s

lives to unchangeable cultural values as well as the brutality of some men.
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