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ABSTRACT 

This article provides an overview of crimes committed by life convicts in 
India, focusing on offenses both within the prison system and post-release. 
Life imprisonment, under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), mandates a minimum 
of 14 years before parole eligibility. Despite this, life convicts continue 
engaging in criminal activities such as violence, drug trafficking, extortion, 
and organized crime within prisons. Many also reoffend after release, 
committing crimes like murder, robbery, and drug trafficking. Contributing 
factors include overcrowded prisons, insufficient rehabilitation programs, 
gang influence, and social stigma faced by released convicts. High-profile 
cases, such as those of Satyam Bhatia and Chhota Rajan, highlight the 
challenges of recidivism in India. The article also examines the legal 
framework surrounding recidivism, parole, probation, and rehabilitation 
efforts, calling for reforms in the Indian criminal justice system. It proposes 
strengthening rehabilitation programs, improving post-release support, and 
enhancing mental health services to reduce recidivism. Legal provisions 
related to repeat offenders, parole, and post-conviction reviews, as well as 
special laws for crimes like drug trafficking and terrorism, are also discussed. 
Recidivism remains a significant issue in India, with many ex-convicts 
continuing criminal activities after release. This article explores crimes 
commonly committed by former prisoners, including violent crimes, drug 
trafficking, and organized crime. Factors contributing to recidivism include 
a lack of effective rehabilitation, social stigma, economic hardships, 
psychological issues, and insufficient post-release support. The article 
recommends a comprehensive approach to reduce repeat offenses, 
emphasizing rehabilitation, societal reintegration, mental health support, and 
legal reforms.  

Keywords: Life convicts, Prisoners, Recidivism, Former Prisoners Crimes, 
Life Imprisonment, Reforms, Legal Provisions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

India’s criminal justice system is founded on a combination of retributive and rehabilitative 

principles. Life imprisonment is one of the most severe sentences handed down by Indian 

courts. A life convict is someone who has been sentenced to spend the rest of their life in prison. 

While life imprisonment is a significant penalty, the issue of crimes committed by life convicts 

within the prison system, or after their release, presents a complex challenge for the Indian 

legal system. This article delves into the nature of crimes committed by life convicts, the factors 

contributing to recidivism, the legal framework that addresses such crimes, and the impact of 

such offenses on both society and the criminal justice system. 

LIFE IMPRISONMENT IN INDIA 

Life imprisonment in India is governed under Section 53 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)1 and 

is an alternative to the death penalty. Life imprisonment does not mean an individual is 

necessarily incarcerated for the rest of their life without parole. A person sentenced to life 

imprisonment typically faces a minimum of 14 years in prison before they are considered 

eligible for parole or remission. However, the duration of the sentence can be extended if the 

individual’s behavior does not meet the rehabilitation criteria. 

Under Indian law, life imprisonment is often imposed for heinous crimes such as murder, 

terrorism, and organized crime. While the purpose of life imprisonment is to keep dangerous 

criminals off the streets and prevent further harm, the situation becomes more complicated 

when these convicts continue to engage in criminal activities within the prison system or after 

being released. 

OFFENSES COMMITTED BY LIFE CONVICTS WITHIN THE PRISON SYSTEM 

Life convicts in India often find themselves surrounded by a harsh, overcrowded, and 

sometimes violent environment. Prisons in India are known for their overcrowded conditions, 

lack of adequate resources, and strained administrative systems. These conditions contribute 

to an environment where criminal activities continue, even among those already convicted and 

serving sentences. 

 
1Section 53 Punishments https://indiankanoon.org/doc/543586/(last visited on 13 March 2025) 
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1. VIOLENCE AND MURDER2 

Prison violence is one of the most significant concerns in India’s correctional facilities. Life 

convicts are often involved in violent altercations within the prison, either as perpetrators or 

victims. Due to the often hostile environment, some convicts commit murder or attempted 

murder while in prison. The violence may occur for reasons such as: 

• Gang Rivalries: Many life convicts are affiliated with criminal gangs or have 

established alliances within the prison. Violence between rival factions or gangs is 

common. Disputes over territory, dominance, or revenge for past wrongdoings can 

escalate into violent confrontations, sometimes leading to the death of an inmate. 

• Revenge or Retaliation: Life convicts may resort to violent measures as a form of 

revenge against individuals who wronged them outside of the prison system. This 

could involve retribution against victims or even against other inmates who have 

wronged them in some way. 

• Inmate Hierarchy: Within the prison system, an inmate hierarchy often develops, 

with some convicts seeking to assert dominance over others. This can result in violent 

attacks, including assault, attempted murder, and even murders. 

2. SMUGGLING AND DRUG TRAFFICKING 

Prisons in India often become breeding grounds for smuggling activities, particularly the 

trafficking of contraband like drugs, mobile phones, and weapons. Life convicts, especially 

those with connections to criminal networks, may be involved in facilitating or directly 

participating in the trafficking of illicit goods into prisons. Common smuggling offenses 

include: 

• Drug Trafficking: Life convicts may either engage in the smuggling of narcotics 

into prisons or act as middlemen in the trafficking network. The use of drugs among 

inmates is rampant, and convicts who have access to resources or connections outside 

the prison can bring in large quantities of substances such as heroin, cocaine, or 

 
2The inside story of crime within prison: available at : https://theconversation.com/the-inside-story-on-crime-
within-prison-114075( last visited on 13 March 2025) 
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methamphetamine. 

• Weapons Smuggling: Another critical issue in Indian prisons is the smuggling of 

firearms and other weapons. Life convicts may use their connections to secure 

weapons, which can be used to threaten or kill other inmates, escape the prison, or 

even launch attacks on prison staff. 

• Mobile Phones and Communication Devices: The use of mobile phones is strictly 

prohibited in Indian prisons. However, these devices are frequently smuggled in and 

used by life convicts to communicate with criminal networks, plan future crimes, or 

coordinate illicit activities. 

3. EXTORTION AND ORGANIZED CRIME3 

Life convicts, especially those who were previously involved in organized crime, often 

continue their criminal enterprises from within the prison. In some cases, prisons become hubs 

for extortion and organized crime networks. Life convicts can be involved in: 

• Extortion: Many life convicts maintain contact with criminal syndicates and may 

use their position within the prison to extort money from fellow inmates or their 

families. This may take the form of "protection" money, where the convict provides 

"protection" in exchange for money, often under threats of violence. 

• Organized Crime4: Convicts with prior experience in organized crime can continue 

to run operations from within prison. These operations may involve illegal gambling, 

the trade of contraband, or coordination of criminal activities on the outside. The lack 

of strict monitoring and the growth of corrupt practices among prison staff can 

facilitate such activities. 

4. SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND ABUSE 

Sexual violence is a major issue within Indian prisons. In some cases, life convicts have been 

involved in sexual assaults or harassment, either as perpetrators or as victims. Overcrowded 

 
3Organized crime in India: available at: https://plutusias.com/organized-crime-in-india-a-growing-threat-to-
stability/(12 March 2025) 

4Organized crime and Preventive Justice: available at: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6954028/( last 
visited on 12 March 2025) 
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conditions and inadequate inmate supervision can lead to a significant increase in sexual 

violence. Convicts may exploit weaker or younger inmates, leading to ongoing abuse. 

5. ESCAPES AND ATTEMPTS TO ESCAPE 

Life convicts who are dissatisfied with their conditions or who wish to avoid serving long 

prison sentences often attempt to escape. The high-profile cases of escape attempts often 

involve life convicts with substantial criminal networks outside the prison system, which help 

facilitate their escape. These attempts may involve violent altercations, hostage situations, and 

even murders in some extreme cases. 

OFFENSES COMMITTED BY LIFE CONVICTS AFTER RELEASE 

While life imprisonment is intended to be a severe deterrent, some life convicts reoffend after 

being released on parole or after serving a significant portion of their sentence. This 

phenomenon is particularly concerning, as it undermines the purpose of the criminal justice 

system, which is to rehabilitate offenders and reduce the likelihood of future crimes. 

1. REOFFENDING AND RECIDIVISM 

Recidivism5, or the tendency of convicted individuals to reoffend, is a significant issue in India. 

Life convicts who reoffend after being released may engage in a range of crimes, depending 

on their prior criminal history and the environment they are reentering. Common reoffenses 

include: 

• Murder and Attempted Murder: Life convicts who were originally convicted of 

violent crimes may return to a life of crime after release. Murder and attempted 

murder are common offenses among such individuals, especially if they are involved 

in ongoing disputes or criminal networks. 

• Theft and Robbery: Financial pressures and lack of employment opportunities can 

push ex-convicts back into committing property crimes such as theft and robbery. 

Life convicts often face social stigma, making it difficult to find legitimate work, 

leading them to turn back to crime. 

 
5Recidivism, available at:  https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/corrections/recidivism (last visited on March 15, 2025) 
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• Drug Trafficking and Organized Crime: Some life convicts are deeply embedded 

in organized crime, and upon release, they may return to drug trafficking, extortion, 

and other illicit activities. Their deep ties to criminal syndicates make it easier for 

them to continue committing crimes with little fear of detection. 

HIGH-PROFILE CASES OF RECIDIVISM 

• Several high-profile cases in India have highlighted the issue of recidivism. One of the 

most infamous cases is that of “Satyam Bhatia6”, a man who had been involved in 

multiple criminal activities, including murder and robbery, and was repeatedly arrested, 

imprisoned, and released, only to reoffend each time. His case raised concerns about 

the failure of the Indian criminal justice system to rehabilitate offenders adequately. 

• Similarly, “Chhota Rajan7”, a notorious gangster who spent much of his life in and out 

of prison, continued his involvement in organized crime after his release. His 

involvement in murder, extortion, and illegal activities was a stark reminder of how 

some convicts never fully disengage from criminal networks. 

2. TERRORISM AND NATIONAL SECURITY THREATS 

Life convicts who were involved in terrorism or politically motivated crimes often remain a 

threat even after serving part of their sentence. Convicts with links to terrorist groups or radical 

ideologies may continue to pose a risk to national security after their release. They may rejoin 

terrorist organizations or engage in acts of terrorism as part of their ideology or to fulfill the 

demands of criminal networks. 

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO CRIMES COMMITTED BY LIFE CONVICTS 

Several factors contribute to the continuation of criminal behavior among life convicts, both 

within the prison system and after their release. These factors include8: 

 
6 Satyam Bhatia Case, available at:  https://www.casemine.com/judgement/in/65fa63be36836e6070d11c3f  (last 
visited on March 15, 2025) 
7 Chhota RajanCase, available at: https://www.freepressjournal.in/mumbai/mumbai-special-court-acquits-2-
alleged-chhota-rajan-gang-members-in-2005-nerul-cable-operator-murder-case (last visited on March 15, 2025) 
8 Cause of Crime, available at: https://blog.ipleaders.in/causes-of-
crime/#:~:text=Since%20psychology%20entails%20a%20scientific,crime%20themselves%2C%20and%20pers
onality%20disorders.(last visited on 13 March 2025) 
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• Overcrowded Prisons: India’s prisons are notoriously overcrowded, leading to poor 

living conditions, insufficient access to rehabilitation, and increased violence. These 

conditions often exacerbate criminal behavior and contribute to continued offenses. 

• Lack of Rehabilitation Programs: Many prisoners in India, including life convicts, 

do not have access to effective rehabilitation programs. Lack of vocational training, 

psychological counseling, and educational opportunities increases the likelihood that 

convicts will return to crime after their release. 

• Gang Influence: Many life convicts are part of organized criminal gangs that 

maintain strong networks within prisons. These gangs often continue to exert 

influence and control even after convicts are released, leading them to reoffend. 

• Psychological Impact of Imprisonment: The harsh conditions of prison life can 

lead to psychological trauma, which may contribute to criminal behavior upon 

release. Mental health issues such as anger, depression, and anxiety can drive ex-

convicts to commit crimes. 

• Social Stigma: Life convicts often face significant social stigma after their release, 

making it difficult to reintegrate into society. The lack of support systems and societal 

rejection can lead to a sense of hopelessness, pushing them back into criminal 

activity. 

MEASURES TO REDUCE RECIDIVISM IN INDIA9 

1. Strengthening Rehabilitation Programs: Prisons in India must focus more on 

rehabilitation rather than solely punishment. Programs that include education, 

vocational training, and psychological support can help offenders reenter society as 

productive individuals. 

2. Improving Post-Release Support: It is essential to develop post-release programs 

that provide former prisoners with job opportunities, housing, and counseling. These 

 
9Recidivism, NCRB,  
https://ncrb.gov.in/sites/default/files/crime_in_india_table_additional_table_chapter_reports/Chapter%2011_20
14.pdf. (last visited on 10 March 2025) 
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initiatives can help prevent the social exclusion that often leads to reoffending. 

3. Legal Reforms: The justice system must adopt reforms that focus on restorative 

justice, which aims to address the underlying causes of criminal behavior and helps 

offenders reintegrate into society. Restorative justice can reduce the chances of 

reoffending by encouraging the offender to take responsibility and repair the harm 

done. 

4. Mental Health Support: Since many convicts suffer from mental health issues, 

ensuring access to therapy and counseling can significantly reduce recidivism. 

Understanding the psychological aspects of criminal behavior is crucial for 

rehabilitation. 

5. Public Awareness: A change in societal attitudes towards ex-convicts is essential. 

Public awareness campaigns can reduce stigma and help reintegrate former prisoners 

into communities as productive members of society. 

LAWS RELATING TO CRIMES COMMITTED BY CONVICTS IN INDIA 

The Indian legal system has a comprehensive framework to address crimes committed by 

individuals, including those who are convicted and released. These laws aim to balance 

punishment, rehabilitation, and the protection of society. Understanding the laws governing 

crimes committed by convicts is essential for ensuring the safety and well-being of the public 

while offering a fair chance for offenders to reintegrate into society. This article explores the 

key laws in India that address crimes committed by convicts, focusing on recidivism, parole, 

probation, and rehabilitation efforts. To address the issues surrounding offenses committed by 

life convicts, India has a number of legal measures in place: 

 1. RECIDIVISM AND LEGAL PROVISIONS 

• Recidivism, the tendency of convicted criminals to reoffend after serving their 

sentences, is a significant concern in India. The Indian Penal Code (IPC) doesn't have 

a specific section that directly addresses recidivism, but several provisions address 

repeat offenses and enhanced punishment for habitual offenders. 
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• Section 75 Enhancement of Punishment of the IPC10: This section stipulates that if a 

person is found guilty of an offense after being convicted previously, the punishment 

for the new offense may be more severe. Habitual offenders or those who have 

committed crimes multiple times may face more stringent sentences. 

• Habitual Offenders: Under Indian law, habitual offenders (those who have committed 

crimes repeatedly) are often subject to higher penalties. For example, those who 

repeatedly commit offenses like theft or assault can be given an enhanced sentence. 

This addresses the problem of recidivism by treating habitual offenders more harshly 

to deter further criminal activity. 

• Preventive Detention Laws: The National Security Act (NSA) and the Preventive 

Detention Act (PDA) allow the government to detain individuals without trial if they 

are believed to be a threat to national security or public order. This provision is 

sometimes used for repeat offenders who continue to commit serious crimes even after 

serving time. 

2. PAROLE AND PROBATION LAWS 

• Parole and probation are important tools within the Indian criminal justice system 

aimed at reintegrating convicts into society while monitoring their behavior. Both 

systems offer convicted criminals an opportunity for conditional release, under specific 

terms and conditions, in order to reduce the likelihood of reoffending. 

• Parole: Parole is a system that allows a convicted person to be temporarily released 

from prison before the completion of their sentence. Parole is typically granted for good 

behavior and is subject to specific conditions such as reporting to a probation officer, 

not engaging in criminal activity, and adhering to certain geographical limits11. 

•  Indian Prisons Act, 1894: Under the provisions of the Indian Prisons Act, parole can 

be granted to prisoners based on factors like good conduct, the nature of the crime 

committed, and the prisoner's past behavior. However, parole is not an automatic right 

 
10Indian Penal Code,1860, § 75, No. 45, Acts of Parliament,1860(India). 
11Parole and Probation Law, available at :https://www.justia.com/criminal/parole-and-probation/(last visited 12 
March 2025) 
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and is granted based on an individual’s rehabilitation progress. 

• Model Prison Manual (2016): This manual outlines the rules and guidelines for granting 

parole to prisoners. It emphasizes the importance of monitoring and tracking the 

parolee’s activities to reduce the chances of reoffending.  

• Probation: Probation is an alternative to incarceration, in which a convict is released 

into society under the supervision of a probation officer instead of serving time in 

prison. This legal provision is typically used for first-time offenders or those who have 

committed less serious crimes. 

• Probation of Offenders Act, 1958: This Act allows courts to release certain offenders 

on probation instead of sentencing them to imprisonment. The Act applies to offenders 

convicted of offenses punishable by imprisonment for not more than two years. 

Probation is granted based on the offender’s likelihood of reoffending, the nature of the 

crime, and the individual's background12. 

3. REHABILITATION LAWS AND PROGRAMS 

• Rehabilitation of convicts is a critical aspect of preventing recidivism and reintegrating 

offenders into society. Indian law emphasizes rehabilitative measures, although these 

programs have often been criticized for their inadequacy13. 

• The National Policy on Prison Reforms and Correctional Administration (2007): The 

policy focuses on the rehabilitation of prisoners through education, vocational training, 

and psychological support. It aims to reduce the likelihood of convicts reoffending by 

addressing the root causes of criminal behavior and providing offenders with the 

necessary skills to reintegrate into society. 

• The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015: While focused 

primarily on juveniles, this Act underscores the importance of rehabilitation. It provides 

for correctional homes where juveniles can undergo counseling and vocational training 

 
12Ibid. 
13Joysheel Shrivastava, Criminal Justice System: Does it want Retribution, Reformation or Rehabilitation?,  
NEWS CLICK, https://www.newsclick.in/Criminal-Justice-System-Does-want-Retribution-Reformation-
Rehabilitation.(last visited on 10 March 2025) 
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to prevent them from turning to a life of crime upon release. 

• Prison Reform Measures: Reforms have been introduced to provide more vocational 

training and educational programs within prisons. The Prisons Act, 1894 and the Model 

Prison Manual, 2016 include provisions for creating a rehabilitative environment where 

inmates can be engaged in productive activities. However, the implementation of these 

programs has often been criticized for being underfunded and inadequately enforced. 

 4. SPECIAL LAWS FOR REPEAT OFFENDERS 

• Certain crimes are particularly serious, and repeat offenses in these areas attract special 

legal provisions. These laws impose more stringent penalties for repeat offenders. 

• The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985: This law imposes severe 

penalties for those involved in drug trafficking and drug-related crimes. Repeat 

offenders are subjected to harsher punishments, including longer sentences and higher 

fines. 

• The Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988: This Act focuses on preventing corruption 

among public servants. If a person is convicted of corruption-related offenses and is 

later convicted again, they face harsher penalties under the law. Repeated corruption 

offenses are treated as more serious offenses due to their impact on the functioning of 

the state and society14. 

• The Anti-Terrorism Laws: Under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 

1967, individuals involved in terrorism or repeat offenses related to terrorism may face 

capital punishment or life imprisonment. These laws target repeat offenders who 

continue to pose a significant threat to national security15. 

5. POST-CONVICTION REVIEW AND LEGAL REDRESS:  

While laws related to crimes committed by convicts focus on punishment, parole, and 

rehabilitation, the legal system also includes provisions for the review of convictions and 

 
14The Prevention of Corruption Act,1988 available at: https://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/1558.pdf 
15About the Anti-terrorism Act, available at: https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cj-jp/ns-sn/act-
loi.html#:~:text=and%20Security%20Intelligence.-
,Penal%20Law,respect%20and%20fairness%20were%20preserved.(last visited on 10 March 2025) 
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sentences. 

• Appeals and Review: A convict has the right to file an appeal against their conviction 

or sentence in higher courts. The Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) allows convicts to 

challenge their conviction based on new evidence or errors in legal proceedings. This 

process ensures that innocent individuals or those subjected to unfair treatment are 

given a chance to seek redress. 

• Pardon and Clemency: The President of India has the power to grant pardons, reprieves, 

respites, or remissions of punishment under Article 72 of the Constitution of India, and 

the Governor of a state has similar powers under Article 16116. Clemency may be 

granted to convicts based on various factors, including good behavior, the nature of the 

offense, and humanitarian grounds. 

CONCLUSION 

The issue of offenses committed by life convicts, both within the prison system and after their 

release, remains a significant challenge for India's criminal justice system. Overcrowded 

prisons, lack of rehabilitation, and continued involvement in criminal networks contribute to 

high rates of recidivism and new offenses. A holistic approach that focuses on prison reforms, 

better rehabilitation programs, and improved post-release support is essential for reducing the 

likelihood of life convicts reoffending. 

 

 

 
16Constitution of India, available at: https://legislative.gov.in/constitution-of-india/.pdf 


