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ABSTRACT 

The first thing that comes in our mind when we hear the word Hartal is a day 
without work for a working individual, A day for a child where they would 
happily sit at home and play. This article discuses about how hartals affects 
our society’s economic condition. How to halt the growth of our economy. 
The negative impacts when the entire economy is bound to be halted 
abruptly. Lastly, few recommendations which would help us conduct 
protests without it affecting the society’s economic condition. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The term hartal is a mass protest, often involving a total shutdown of shops, workplaces and 

courts of law, and a form of civil disobedience similar to a labour strike. It involves the 

voluntary closure of places of business and schools. It is a mode of appealing to the government 

to reverse an unpopular or unacceptable decision. 

2. CONSTITUTIONAL VALIDITY 

The Constitution of India has by article 19 (1) (c) and article 19 (1) (a) provides every citizen 

of India the fundamental right to form associations or unions and the right to freedom of speech 

and expression respectively. Article 19 of the constitution also incorporates the principle of 

restriction on the power of state in regard with the right of its citizen. Right to Strike is not a 

fundamental right in India. It was only after the enactment of Industrial Disputes Act in 1947 

that the right to strike was recognized in India as a statutory right. The Indian judiciary through 

the series of judicial decisions emphasized on the legality or illegality of strike, but didn’t 

impose a ban on the right to strike. 

3. IMPACTS 

The right to strike is recognized as a statutory right under Section 22(1)1. Although  this right 

is to provide a collective bargaining power to the employees, The affect of this right when used 

by trade unions or associations for against an unpopular or unacceptable decision by the 

government, it affects the economy of the society. 

The abrupt halt of the society entangles its economic situation with a lot of distortion. 

I.  ON SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISES 

Small scale business enterprises are hugely affected by hartals. Voluntarily shutting down their 

business would cause them to lose a lot of money. Sometimes these enterprises are shutdown 

forcefully by the violent hartal supporters by use of force. 

Most of the small scale businesses are owned in the way of partnership or sole-proprietorship. 

 
1 Section 22(1) of the Industrial Dispute Act 
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The capital raised in these enterprises are most of the time through debt. 

Such enterprises cannot afford to shut down their business for the cause of a hartal as it would 

lead their enterprise entangled in financial troubles. Halting the production of an enterprise 

would affects it capacity to pay its employees. It is only when the company is running, they 

can pay their employees.  

It would also affect the GDP of the country as these small scale business enterprises also 

contribute largely to India’s GDP.  

“At Chalai, Palayam and Kumarichantha markets in Thiruvananthapuram, PDFI workers 

forced the closure of shops. They halted the sale of perishable goods, including fish and 

vegetables, leading to heated arguments with vendors.” says THE HINDU2 

II.  ON GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT 

GDP or Gross domestic product is considered as the the total monetary/market value off all the 

finished good and services produced withing the country’s borders in a set of time. It functions 

as a scorecard for a country’s economic health as it is considered to be a measure of overall 

domestic production. The impact on the GDP will affect the nation’s development drastically. 

Forcefully shutting down businesses and enterprises will abruptly halt the production of goods 

and services which would cause a negative impact in the society. Protests should be conducted 

peacefully, abiding every law, But that is not the case in indian society. Hartals in India, 

conducted by association and unions are violent in nature. They even cause damage to public 

property. 

III.  ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 

The damages caused by these hartals are beyond our predictions. The violent nature of these 

hartals always ends up as a nuisance to the public.The infrastructures established out of the 

money collected as tax from the public are intentionally destroyed by they’re violent way of 

protests. 

 
2 Source : https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Thiruvananthapuram/sporadic-violence-marks-pfi-dawn-to-
dusk-hartal-in-kerala/article65925631.ece 
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A hartal called by Popular Front of India (PFI) on 23rd of September, 2022 has caused damages 

to the buses belonging to Kerala State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC). 70 buses were 

stoned by a mob which supported this hartal conducted by PFI. 

IV.  ON TOURISM 

The World Travel and Tourism Council had reported that the tourism sector in India 

contributed ₹16.91 lakh crore 9.2% of to its GDP in 2018 and provided 42.673 million job 

oppoutunities, i.e 8.1% of the country’s total employment. 

The sector is predicted to grow at an annual rate of 6.9% to ₹32.05 lakh crore (US$400 billion) 

by 2028 (9.9% of GDP). A sector which contributes so much for the development of our nation 

will also be affected by these hartals. Halting services, creating nuisance in the public would 

cause the nation look less attractive, which in turn would affect the tourism sector.  

Creating inconveniences and showing off the violent nature by the protesters on the roads will 

scare the visitors.  

Each hartal burns a Rs 200 crore hole in the state’s economy, as per CCCI estimates. 

Frequent hartals have hit Kerala’s Rs 29,000-crore tourism industry badly and the “negative 

impression created by these unwarranted strikes, wherein vehicles are blocked and tourists 

threatened, has resulted in numerous cancellations.” says NEWS183 

V.  ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Political violence is a common means used by people or political parties around the world to 

achieve political goals. Many group and individual believe that violence is not only justified 

but also necessary in order to achieve their political objects. Citizens who does not cooperate 

with the hartal are met with violent acts by the protesters. The right to strike, which is 

recognized as a statutory right is used maliciously to achieve political goals. The violent nature 

of hartals ends up with a lot of casualties where innocent citizens gets injured. 

VI.  ON LOW-INCOME PEOPLE 

 
3 Source : https://www.news18.com/news/india/kerala-suffers-1-hartal-every-4-days-each-one-burns-rs-200-
crore-hole-in-states-economy-1992303.html 
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India is the 2nd most populous country in the world. It is also the seventh largest country in the 

world. Two thirds of people in India still live in poverty. 68.8% of the these people live with 

less than ₹180 a day. The low income people are the ones that will be most affected by these 

hartals. Forcefully shutting down of markets will cause every people depending on it to loss 

their days income. People living on daily wage income will find it very difficult as they can’t 

work. Auto rickshaw drivers, hawkers, street vendors and many other people who depends 

upon the economy with low income to run their house will drastically be affected by this halt. 

VII.  ON PRICE LEVEL 

This also affects the price level of commodities and services in the economy. An unstable 

fluctuation in price level will create distortions. It is generally seen that during the hartal period 

there is a hike in the price of commodities and services. 

As there is a low supply for commodities and services in the market, also when the demand is 

high, it would lead to an unstable price hike, which in turn will affect the society by an increased 

inflation.In an inflationary environment, unevenly rising prices inevitably reduce the 

purchasing power of some consumers, and this erosion of real income is the single biggest cost 

of inflation. Inflation can also distort purchasing power over time for recipients and payers of 

fixed interest rates. 

4. COURT’S OBSERVATION 

The court, in a case, “George Kurian V. State of Kerala”4 had observed that “ Already forced 

hartals and general strikes were declared to be illegal and unconstitutional by the Division 

Bench and this was also approved by the apex court. This was also equated to bandh and bandh 

like situations.  

But whatever name it is called, whether hartal, general strike or any other name, nobody can 

create a bandh like situation or obstruct the fundamental rights of others.”5 

5. ACTIONS THAT MAY BE TAKEN TO SOLVE THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF 

HARTAL  

 
4 2004 (2) KLT 758 
5 Source : https://www.casemine.com/judgement/in/56094fd9e4b014971128479b 
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i. An establishment is to be formed with a sole motive of addressing the issues raised by the 

associations or trade union. 

ii. Giving general awareness to public that it is illegal to conduct flash hartals and the ones 

conducted legally or illegally should be a peaceful one. 

iii. The protesters who do not adhere to the law of the constitution to protest peacefully should 

be arrested and punished rigorously. 

iv. An act is to be introduced to regulate all the illegal hartals conducted in the society.   

6. CONCLUSION  

Hartals conducted by opposition parties is a strategic move for them to throw a sense of bad 

light on the ruling government. For this reason they use this platform to voice their demands 

and hence they cause violence in the society.  

The protesters only care about their personal gains and they do not care about the impact of 

these hartals on the economy. They are almost all the time considered immune to the 

consequences of the impact, as they’re seen as powerful and influential people in the society. 

This situation always put the government upon an hostile stand. Using hartal as a method for 

protests should be considered as sheer selfishness, ignorance of what is good to the society and 

irrational. Hartals conducted are always violent in nature , which in turn can undermine the 

government, thereby raising the chances of electoral success for opposition parties. Hartals are 

to be considered as salt in a wounded economy. 

  


