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ABSTRACT 

The government has many agencies working to protect the country, such as 

the police and military, but certain agencies investigate matters to help these 

agencies meet their goals. In India, the CBI, ED, RAW, NCB and so on and 

In the US, mainly the FBI and other agencies work towards protecting their 

respective countries from various criminal activities.  The Indian agencies 

have earned a good standing and have a few agencies that have a 

multidisciplinary approach with legality and trust. The author has referred to 

primary and secondary sources. This online note aims to put forth the various 

functions, criticism, relevance, loopholes and suggestions of various 

investigating agencies in the India and USA. This online note also tries to 

convey to its readers how the FBI in the USA tries to combat most of the 

crimes in their state by subdividing their agency even though there are 

various other investigating agencies in the USA.  
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Introduction 

Crime rates in India have risen dramatically during the last decade. According to National 

Crime Resource Bureau statistics, indictable crimes under the Indian Penal Code have 

increased from 18,78,293 to 29,49,400, a 63 per cent rise. In contrast, cognizable crimes under 

Special and Local Laws have increased from 32,24,167 to 43,76,699, a 73 per cent increase. 

The surge in crime speaks volumes about the condition of the nation's justice system. India is 

a signatory to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime in terms 

of organized crime1. However, as of now, India lacks centralized legislation to combat such 

offences. The MCOCA Act, which various other states have adopted, is only found in 

Maharashtra. There is an urgent requirement for the Central agencies to control money 

laundering, guns, narcotics, people trafficking, and terror networks, among other things, in this 

day and age. Another source of concern is the rising threat to internal security, terrorism, and 

Left Wing Extremism, making policing alone by the State impossible without Central help. 

Inter-state conflicts, sectarian riots, caste confrontations, and responsibilities sometimes 

necessitate the assistance of the Central Armed Police Force. A few central investigation 

agencies in India instituted to curb crimes in India are explained in this article.  

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

CBI is the head inspecting, investigating police organization in India. CBI gets the powers from 

the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946. It is likewise the nodal police organization 

in India that facilitates examination for Interpol Member nations. A few Cases Handled by the 

CBI are Corruption Crimes, e.g. investigation of cases under the Prevention of Corruption Act 

against Public authorities and the workers of the Central Government. The CBI also looks into 

scams, identifying with Fake Indian Currency Notes, Cyber Crimes, Import-Export and suo 

moto cases. The Central Government can approve CBI to investigate wrongdoing in a State, 

however with the consent of the concerned State Government. Still, on the other hand, the 

supreme court and the high court can direct the CBI to investigate the matter without the 

approval of the State because the judiciary is the most respected and highest body in India. 

Every organization receives criticism, and the CBI is not an exception. In the words of the 

honourable Supreme court, the CBI is a "confined parrot talking in its lord's voice" because of 

its political interference. It has been observed that the CBI has been misused by the public 

 
1  Raja, Ramesh. “Trafficking Violates Fundamental Human Rights.” Alive, no. 397, Delhi Press, 80 (2020) 
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authority of the day to conceal lousy behaviour, keep alliance partners in line and political 

adversaries under control. Idleness in its test against the high dignitaries in the Jain hawala 

journals case [the 1990s] in which tremendous deferrals in investigating have been observed 

on the CBI.  

India is the world's 2nd most populated country (136.64 crores), the most diverse country 

regarding religion and one of the richest concerning natural resources. The fore founders of the 

constitution had declared India to be a Democratic, socialist, secular country. Still, in changing 

times, the country's citizens have misused the democratic process and their freedom. India is 

the largest democratic country globally, with its citizens electing their representatives to the 

legislatures directly or indirectly.  

India holds 107,727 million tons (MMst) of proven coal reserves as of 2016, ranking 5th in the 

world and accounting for about 9% of the world's total coal reserves of 1,139,471 million tons 

(MMst).2 The government of India allocates the coal distribution between private and public 

sectors through a legal process called auction. In this process, the government officially invites 

tenders and binds for the coal blocks. The highest biding tender gets the ownership of the coal 

blocks. This being the legal and transparent process, the government of India in the year 2012 

allocated the 194 coal blocks to private companies arbitrarily without following due process of 

law and auction. The CAG report predicted that the allocation did not reflect an auction process 

or settled guidelines in coal block allocation. This arbitrary distribution led to losses worth 1.86 

lakh crore rupees.3 As a result, many major coal-producing companies received huge benefits 

under this arbitary process. This illegal process came to public knowledge in 2012 after the 

CAG blamed the government for the incarcerated use between 2004 and 2009 and was called 

the Coal allocation scam or famously known as the 'Coalgate Scam'. This scam was being 

investigated by India's most crucial investigating agency, i.e. The Central Bureau of 

Investigation. The honourable supreme court, in this case, referred to CBI as a 'caged parrot' as 

their affidavit was alleged to be corrupted by the law ministry in India. However, the officials 

involved in this scam were arrested and imprisoned for two years.  

The Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) 

 
2 India Coal Reserves and Consumption Statistics, Worldometer.info (Sept 24, 2021, 10:15 PM), 

https://www.worldometers.info/coal/india-coal/ 
3 Performance Audit Report on the Allocation of Coal Blocks and Augmentation of Coal production by Coal 

India Limited,Comptroller and Auditor General of India, (Sept 25, 2021, 6:00AM) https://cag.gov.in/en/audit-

report/details/1837  

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-iii-issue-ii
https://www.worldometers.info/coal/india-coal/
https://cag.gov.in/en/audit-report/details/1837
https://cag.gov.in/en/audit-report/details/1837


Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research                                                               Volume III Issue II | ISSN: 2582-8878                

 

4 
 

When one thinks about the creation of Bangladesh out of East Pakistan and the training of 

Mukti Bahini, an agency named RAW will be given importance. RAW, an intelligence agency 

in India, came to be conceived due to Indo Pakistan and Sino Indian wars. The head of RAW 

is designated to the cabinet secretary, administers the regulatory and administrative operations. 

The agency functions under the instructions of the Prime minister of India. This agency works 

towards the nation's security by guiding Indian policymakers, encouraging foreign strategic 

methods, and counter-terrorism. This agency is not accountable to the government of India and 

therefore does not come under the RTI Act. One of the drawbacks of this agency is that they 

appoint IPS officers the subject expertise that the External affairs ministry desires. RAW must 

recruit via the website and widen their network like the US's CIA.  

Enforcement Directorate (ED) 

 In these changing times, an individual's increased thirst for money induces an urge to resort to 

illegal means to make fast money, leading to corruption, evasion of taxes, money laundering, 

and thefts. This individual's thirst for money decreases the government's revenue generation 

annually and hence causes a significant loss to the country's economic development. In order 

to prevent these crimes, a central agency, The Enforcement Directorate, came into existence. 

This agency enforces the Foreign Exchange Management Act 1999 and the Prevention of 

Money Laundering Act in 2002.4   

PNB, one of India's foremost scams committed by Nirav Modi, after which he went 

absconding, a diamond merchant of about 11 crores, was investigated by the ED. This scam 

was executed with the help of 2 employees working within the bank. The ED has taken into 

custody about 11 properties and jewellery worth 50 billion. This case is still under 

investigation. Another, Satyam, was one of the leading IT companies until it became India's 

biggest scam. A massive sum of money of loss of around 12 to 13 crores was suffered by the 

companies investors, "inflating the company's revenue through false sales invoices and 

showing corresponding gains by forging the bank statements with the connivance of the 

Statutory and Internal Auditors of the company."5 The founder had created fake bills, which 

was the main reason the illegal move came to the light of Investigating agencies. The ED was 

 
4 Akansha Gupta, Enforcement directorate and its functions, Enterslice (Sept 25, 2021, 5:10PM)  

https://enterslice.com/learning/enforcement-directorate-ed-functions/  
5 The Satyam Case, Central Bureau of Investigation, (Sept 27,2021, 6:00 AM) 

http://cbi.nic.in/fromarchives/satyam/satyam.php 
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a bureau entangled in the investigation of this case, and the founder MR. R Raju was 

pronounced guilty, and the government auctioned the firm.  

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) 

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a news agency conceived in 2008 after the 

Mumbai Terror Attack. It has the power to take suo moto cases under its subject without the 

state government's permission, making it more potent than the CBI. The amendment of the 

NIA act 2019 has brought Smuggling in Indian currency under the definition of Terrorist act 

and can investigate matters relating to human trafficking, cyber terrorism. Officers also have 

the same power as police officers regarding investigations and scheduled offences committed 

outside India. The drawback of this agency is the overlap of jurisdiction; for example, Under 

Schedule 7 of the constitution, i.e. the maintenance of public order and police forces are 

matters. The UAPA gives NIA the power to conduct raids and seize properties suspected to be 

linked to terrorist activities.  

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 

In our nation, where poverty and illiteracy are prevalent at a substantial level, people opt to 

indulge in selling and purchasing drugs to earn fast money and overlook their current 

difficulties subconsciously. For this purpose, a nation needs to have a bureau that keeps track 

of the misuse of psychotropic substances. NCB, an agency constituted under the Narcotic 

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, is conceived for the same. The National Policy 

on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances is based on the Directive Principles, included 

in Article 47 of the Indian Constitution, that directs the State to strive to prohibit the 

consumption, except for medicinal purposes, of intoxicating drugs injurious to health. The 

government's policy on the subject that emanates from this constitutional provision is also 

guided by international conventions. Its main objective is to prevent drug trafficking in India. 

It works in close cooperation with Customs and Central Excise, State Police Department, 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Central Economic Intelligence Bureau (CEIB) and other 

Indian intelligence and law enforcement agencies both at the national and states level.6 

'Operation Trance' is one of the recent operations launched at the end of 2019 that investigates 

the transportation of sedatives, drugs, psychotropic substances.  

 
6  Narcotics control bureau, IAS For Sure (Sept 12, 2021,1;00PM) 

http://www.ias4sure.com/wikiias/prelims/narcotics-control-bureau/ 
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The National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) 

After the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, the then government of India felt the vacuum of an intelligence 

agency at the central level, and hence the NCTC was conceived. The unlawful Activities 

prevention act gives the NCTC the power to function. This agency has three wings, i.e. 

intelligence, analysis and operations. The drawback of this agency is that its function and 

structure is quite similar to NIA.  

The various other investigating agencies in India are the Bureau of Police Research and 

Investigation (BPR&D) which looks into the issues, concerns, requirements and training of the 

police in India, The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), which  investigates the 

smuggling of diamonds, Indian currency and gold. To name a few more, The National 

Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) and the National 

Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) are the other central investigating agencies. 

As discussed previously in the article, the CBI investigates crimes, corruption etc., and the 

enforcement directorate investigates economic crimes and the Narcotic bureau into the 

illegitimate use of psychotropic substances. However, in India, there have been various cases 

where more than one examining agency investigates a matter. The most recent case where three 

central agencies and the Supreme court of India were involved in investigating a more mt was 

the Sushant Singh Rajput case.  

On one Sunday morning, the renowned Indian artist Sushant Singh Rajputs corpse was found 

hanging in his house located in the city of dreams, Mumbai. The leading actor's death was 

concluded as a suicide by the Mumbai police. His fans and family did not welcome this move 

by the Mumbai police, and even after several requests from the family, the Mumbai police did 

not file an FIR which led the family to file an FIR in Patna his hometown. The Patna police 

charged an FIR accusing his alleged girlfriend of cheating and manipulation, but the country's 

people were not satisfied and demanded a CBI probe. This case was then taken up to the 

Honorable Supreme Court that transferred the case to the Central Bureau of investigation. 

While the CBI was investigating the matter, it was noticed that a massive sum of money had 

been transferred to Rhea Chakorbraty's account from Sushant Singh Rajputs account. Hence, a 

money laundering case was registered with the Enforcement directorate under prevention of 

the money laundering act wherein her cell phone was taken into ED's custody. Later, as the 

investigation progressed, the ED noticed chats regarding drug dealings, and hence, the third 
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central legislative agency, i.e. the Narcotics Control Bureau, investigated the matter.  

The Investigating agencies are law enforcement agencies that take up cases on murders, bank 

frauds, scams and scandals, riots, forgery, corruption, terrorism, etc.7 The above case illustrates 

that independent agencies can work together to provide justice to an individual. By covering 

the various grounds that they stand for, they prove to the people and individuals of the society 

that at the very heart, irrespective of having distinct goals and directives, they stand for justice 

and social harmony of the State. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the USA  

History of the FBI  

Around 1908, all the United States of America were united with its federal states except two 

states. The USA became the wealthiest nation, and due to industrialization, it also became the 

most powerful nation in the world. Nevertheless, as people started living luxurious lives, the 

crime rate increased. The relationship with factory workers and the management began to take 

a violent turn along with corruption in the State's local politics. These factors contributed to the 

establishment of the FBI, and intelligence bureau and law imposing power. The FBI was 

founded by the honourable Attorney General Charles J. Bonaparte in 1908 to protect the 

citizens of the USA and uphold the constitution of its State. The case of Mr William B Bishop 

jr, who in 1976 murdered his family, i.e. his wife, three children and dumped them and went 

into hiding, was investigated by the FBI.  

About FBI   

The most significant importance to the FBI is to guard the United States against any terrorist 

attacks. It majorly focuses on stalling the funding to terrorist agencies nullifying terrorism in 

the USA and its conduct worldwide. Corruption, a factor that would determine the integrity of 

the people of the land, also influences the type of infrastructure, security, roads, dams etc. The 

FBI secondly examines matters relating to corruption at the central and State levels by the 

public servants and the corruption relating to the bootlegging of illegal products such as drugs 

into the country. The case of a member of the US congress, i.e. William J J, was investigated 

by the FBI, and he was later convicted for 13 years. The FBI has investigated this case by using 

 
7 Shoronya Banerjee, Limitations of the powers of Investigation  agencies (Sept 25, 2021, 7:00 PM), 

https://blog.ipleaders.in/limitations-on-the-powers-of-investigation-agencies 
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sophisticated techniques like cooperating witnesses, consensual monitoring, court-authorized 

electronic surveillance, video surveillance, and analysis of financial records.. all capabilities 

we have used against organized crime, sophisticated financial fraud rings, international drug 

cartels, and more.8 The Fbi has seven divisions and various offices.Other than its core 

functions, the FBI helps investigate and train other investigating and law enforcement agencies.  

The branch of the FBI known as the Homeland Security Department protects the people of the 

USA from terrorists. For instance, in the September 11 attacks, it stepped up its measures in 

handling counter-terrorism  

Recently, the FBI investigated the case of George Floyd under the civil rights violation. In this 

case, it was seen that Mr George Floyd, a black man, was being arrested by the police for 

counterfeit bill passing. During the arrest, it was seen that he was gasping for breath as the 

police officer kneeled on Floyd's neck, which resulted in his death. This incident caused an 

uprise of social movements not only in the USA but also in the world. The FBI is investigating 

This case under the violation of civil rights. 

After the attacks in September 2001, the FBI worked very hard to combat terrorism in the U.S. 

and has moulded the organization to predict and prevent terrorist attacks. They have expanded 

intelligence by using improvised technology and coordinating with the central, state, local 

partners. Their criminal jurisdiction is investigating corruption and other transactional crimes. 

The investigations conducted under the national security by the FBI is crucial, but it isn't 

published by any media houses and without high profile criminal indictments. This does not 

mean that the general public is unaware of the investigation. Headlines are issued once the 

wrongdoer is sentenced to a punishment following the procedure established by law. The 

national security branch is the counter-terrorism division, counterintelligence and directorate 

of the intelligence branch of the FBI.   

The intelligence branch helps the FBI in its investigations through intelligence. This branch is 

involved in law enforcement, public and private sectors. In collecting evidence and 

investigating matters through intelligence, this branch ensures not to hinder an individual right 

to privacy and abides by the constitution of the USA.  

 
8 Associated press, FBI, DOJ say George Floyd case is top priority; Officials investigating allegations of civil 

rights violations, Fox8 (Sept 27,2021, 5:00 PM) https://fox8.com/news/fbi-law-enforcement-officials-offer-

statement-on-george-floyd-death-investigation/ 
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The reason for the world to evolve and countries to develop technology has played a vital role, 

but certain wrongdoers misuse technology and use it to commit crimes. To combat such crimes 

and to investigate with technologically and scientifically advanced technologies, this branch 

was conceived. It consists of various scientists and technological expertise that investigate 

using biometric, operational and scientific analysis. 

● "Biometric analysis: Providing accurate, complete, and timely forensic accounting, 

including reporting, testimony, and technical support for latent print and DNA 

examinations.  

● Scientific analysis: Providing accurate, complete, and timely forensic accounting, 

including reporting, testimony, and technical support for cryptanalysis, chemistry, 

firearms/tool marks, questioned documents, and trace evidence examinations 

● Operational response: Identifying, documenting, and safely collecting, preserving, 

transporting, and exploiting evidence—which can include chemical, biological, 

radiological, or nuclear materials—from crime scenes within the U.S. and abroad 

The operational technology includes  

● Digital forensics: Collecting and examining digital evidence gathered from computers, 

audio files, video recordings, images, commercial electronics, and portable electronic 

devices 

●  Electronic surveillance: Developing and deploying tools and techniques to perform 

lawfully authorized intercepts of wired and wireless telecommunications and data 

network communications"9 

The FBI is not an exception from the criticism. E.g. in the Oklahoma City bombing 

investigation, "after FBI employees discovered that more than 1000 documents related to 

Timothy McVeigh's and Terry Nichols's trials for the bombing of the Murrah Federal Building 

in Oklahoma City on April 19, 1995, had not been released." When the FBI agents were 

informed of the problem, they failed to notify the headquarters. "The blunder led to a one-

 
9Science and technology, FBI,(Oct 16, 2021, 4: 50pm)  

https://www.fbi.gov/about/leadership-and-structure/science-and-technology-branch 
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month postponement of McVeigh's execution in May 2001."10 

The CBI in India and the FBI in the USA are two critical agencies in their respective territories. 

Though there are agencies of the same importance, their function structure is different 

according to the constitution and the laws of the respective lands.CBI was constituted to protect 

the country's people from bribery and corruption, but after an amendment in the year 1965, the 

Cbi investigated international, inter state-organized crimes. This investigating agency has the 

power to gather information from Interpol, i.e. international criminal police organization. In 

contrast, the FBI is the domestic intelligence and security service agency. It is one of the leading 

counter-terrorism,  counterintelligence and criminal investigation agency. It investigates more 

than 200 federal crimes. The FBI has the powers and jurisdiction to investigate matters in every 

State of the USA without the permission of the judiciary or state governments. In contrast, the 

CBI in India can investigate cases entirely with the direction and consent of the central, state 

government, supreme court and high courts. Secondly, the FBI undertakes investigations in 

terrorism, CBI in India does not, but the RAW does. Thirdly, Internal surveillance, 

Wiretapping, is under its jurisdiction but isn't desirable under the CBI.  Apart from these 

differences, it can be concluded that all the investigating agencies, whether in India or the USA, 

have been performing their duties to the best of their ability and play a crucial role in protecting 

their respective countries and their people.  

 
10Oklahoma City Bombing 20 years, FBI, (Oct 18, 2021, 5:00pm)  https://stories.fbi.gov/oklahoma-bombing/  
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