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ABSTRACT 

With the advent of Novel Corona virus in the nation, there was chaos across the 

nation. The entire functionaries were stopped and the halt on the working hours 

due to nationwide lockdown. People were stagnant and bared to step out from their 

places. This unprecedented event lead to create confusion as to what is happening 

with their normal routine. The only source of information was news and frontline 

workers, who were putting tremendous efforts to control the spreading of the 

virus. But the scene was completely unexpected. The author aims to write about 

the spreading of fake news by the news channels and brutality by the police 

machinery on the migrant workers and common people as fake or deceiving news 

can truly affect the individuals who get themselves the targets. And also entire 

world is battling with the COVID-19 circumstance, adding to the issue; police 

authorities in India are amazingly hard on general society. Unlawful utilization of 

power ought to consistently be controlled; different lockdown stages in India have 

opened police fierceness. This article targets contemplating the ascent in police 

ruthlessness particularly during the COVID period, Abuse of forces by police and 

communalizing by spreading of fake news.  
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Pandemic in India: forged by news & thrashed by police! 

"The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on fighting the old, but on building 

the new.” 

- Socrates  

Misleading Information by Media during Pandemic 

The beginning of 2020 in India faced an unprecedented situation. The pandemic of Novel 

Covid-+19 or Corona virus hindered the normal functioning of the world. With the increment 

in the number of Covid cases in India, there was additionally an increment in the number of 

phony words or fake or polished news that was getting out all through the country. The Central 

government was struggling in managing the basic circumstance to actualize lockdown in the 

country and is likewise needed to confront another significant test of forcing guideline on the 

media in order to confine the spread of fake news. The vital viewpoints on the issue is whether 

forcing limitation on the media would be violative of Article 19 of the Constitution and whether 

forcing such limitations is reasonable in nature to keep everything under control thinking about 

the overall conditions. Migrant workers & common people were the true victims of such acts 

by the media, will the justice be served to them by restricting the media? 

Effect of such fake news on the migrant workers: 

The inescapable lockdown carried with it a few obstacles to be looked by the Central and State 

Government, for example, giving essential conveniences of food, shelter, drinking water to 

poor individuals, controlling individuals to remain inside, limiting the vehicle and development 

of individuals or mass gatherings, permitting fundamental need shops to be opened, persuading 

the work class to look after lockdown, and so forth. Notwithstanding, regardless of making 

attempts the Government has demonstrated shy of giving food and shelters to the humungous 

number of migrant laborers in each State. One of the other significant difficulties looked by the 

Central Government and State was to give monetary help and to stop development of 4.14 crore 

transient specialists/workers. These migrant laborers had begun voyaging shoeless in 

gatherings and were in this manner vanquishing the social separating standard which is the sole 

motivation behind the lockdown. Such gatherings of individuals travelling shoeless or barefoot 
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in gatherings were very inclined to the chance of conveying the contamination of Covid-19 and 

hence it was needed to prevent them from heading out to their towns.1 

In such basic conditions, some fake news was gotten out that the lockdown would proceed for 

a quarter of a year, which made a frenzy driven circumstance as the migrant laborers put stock 

in the news and began to move once more. As laborers were in number of thousands, it was 

incomprehensible for the police power to control as the crowd was disturbed by the fake 

information on a quarter of a year lockdown. Every one of them needed travel to the places 

where they grew up/local places frantically. This whole circumstance made enormous frenzy 

and numbers the laborers eventually lost their lives in the stepped and disarray at the spots of 

get-together. Subsequently the hazard brought about by counterfeit news couldn't be neglected 

and on the off chance that it proceeded with it would have made an irrepressible condition. 

Subsequently, the Supreme Court passed an order on account of Alakh Alok Shrivastav versus 

Union of India, the Court held that “In particular, we expect the Media (print, electronic or 

social) to maintain a strong sense of responsibility and ensure that unverified news capable of 

causing panic is not disseminated. A daily bulletin by the Government of India through all 

media avenues including social media and forums to clear the doubts of people would be made 

active within a period of 24 hours as submitted by the Solicitor General of India. We do not 

intend to interfere with the free discussion about the pandemic, but direct the media to refer to 

and publish the official version about the developments.” It is least expected that the media 

owes an awareness of others' expectations in a particularly basic circumstance in India. The 

specialists will undoubtedly be scared by such phony news as they are not in physiological 

perspectives to confirm the news if right. It is tremendously expected that they will respond in 

an indiscreet way to such phony news. In this way it is obligatory to evade the phony word 

being gotten out in the general public. 

Communalization in the midst of Lockdown: 

Every so often before the lockdown in India, the Tablighi Jamaat, a little Islamic association, 

led a strict assembly in the Nizamuddin zone of New Delhi where a huge number of individuals 

from India and all around the globe had accumulated between 12th March 2020 to 22th March 

2020. The Government of Delhi at that point had just given an order on 13th March, which 

disallowed in excess of 200 individuals to gather at any spot. On sixteenth walk '20, another 

 
1 Status Report filed by Union of India in Alakh Alok Shrivastav vs Union of India, Supreme Court 31st March 

2020. 
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order was passed, to restrict in excess of 50 individuals from amassing at any spot. Both these 

orders have been abused by the individuals who went to the Markaz occasion of Tablighi 

Jamaat association. Before long a news spread in the media that the greater part of the 

individuals who went to the Markaz occasion are contaminated with Covid-19. This made ruin 

in Delhi, wherein in excess of 9000 individuals were tried and isolated. Amidst lockdown, it 

further prompted spread of fake news, scorn discourses, communalization of Markaz occasion 

wherein the individuals from Tablighi Jamaat were accused for spread of Covid-19 infection 

and were even considered as Terrorist and individuals from Jihad.2 

A report by 'Media Scanner' had distributed a considerable rundown of 94 fake news which 

was gotten out against Muslim people to communalize the issue of Markaz occasion. This even 

prompted opposition between Muslim community and other strict gatherings as the Muslim 

people group guaranteed that the media was specifically communicating the 'Markaz occasion' 

and was not communicating other comparative occasions like the celebration in Karnataka's 

Kalburgi district, which announced India's first Covid-19 passing on 10th March 2020. Another 

gathering, on March 23rd , held by the Bhartiya Janta Party in Madhya Pradesh, to praise their 

return in force was not communicated or highlighted in the news channels. Disheartened by the 

unjustifiable consideration gave to the Markaz occasion, a petition was filed under the steady 

gaze of the Supreme Court for the sake of Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind &Anr. Versus Union Of India 

&Anr wherein a ground was raised that communalisation of Markaz occasion was violative of 

Article 21 as it was removing their Right to live with respect. There were other vital lawful 

grounds like such a demonstration by media is violative of segment 5 of Cable Television 

Network (Regulation) Act 1995 which expresses that “no person shall transmit or re-transmit 

a cable service any programme unless such advertisement is in conformity with the prescribed 

code”  read with the rule 6 (1) ( c) of Cable Television Network which “prohibits any 

programme which contains attack on religious or communities or visuals or words 

contemptuous of religious groups or which promote communal attitudes''.3 Obviously that such 

news isn't just violative of basic right to live and dignity but on the other hand is exceptionally 

slippery for the general public. 

Is spreading fake news legally and ethically correct? 

 
2 https://scroll.in/article/959806/covid-19-how-fake-news-and-modi-government-messaging-fuelled-indias-

latest-spiral-of-islamophobia 
3 Petition by Jamiat-ul-hind vs Union of India 
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We are aware that under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India, all the citizens have the 

right to freedom of speech and expression. This freedom of speech and expression includes 

freedom of propagation of ideas4. The right to freedom of speech and expression also includes 

the right to get information. The right to get information is also enshrined in the Article 19(1) 

and (2) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which states that 

everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. The sub-clause (2) of 

ICCPR further states that everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall 

include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of 

frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in form of art or throughout any other media of his 

choice.5 Also, one of the integral parts of the right to freedom of speech and expression is the 

freedom of press. In today’s free world, freedom of press is the heart of social and political 

intercourse. The purpose of the press is to advance the public interest by publishing facts and 

opinions without which a democratic electorate cannot make responsible judgments. The news 

articles which are published in the newspaper have to be critical of the actions of the 

Government in order to expose its weaknesses. Such articles are a threat to the power of the 

Government. Thus the Government naturally takes recourse to suppress the news in different 

ways.6 But it has to be remembered that this freedom of press is not absolute, unlimited and 

unfettered at all times in all circumstances, as giving an unrestricted freedom of speech and 

expression would amount to an uncontrolled license. If reasonable restraints, it would led to 

disorder and anarchy in the society. The freedom is not to be misunderstood as to make the 

press free of any responsibility. In fact, the element of responsibility must be the conscience of 

every journalist. The protective cover of freedom of press must not be thrown open for. If a 

newspaper publishes what is improper, mischievously false or illegal and abuses its liberty it 

must be punished by the court of law.7 Therefore the media though has fundamental right of 

expression, it is least expected that the same should use and exhibited with professional 

responsibility, prudent intelligence, and the collective impact of the said news in the society at 

large.  

Brief of Callous Conduct of Constabularies amidst Lockdown 1.0 

It’s certain, that Indian democracy even though being largest and most populous in the world 

has certain imperfections that none can neglect. Democratic system is characterized by many 

 
4RomeshThappar vs state of Madras AIR 1950 SC 124 
5Union of India vs Assn. For Democratic Reforms (2002) 5 SCC 294 
6Indian Express Newspaper (Bom) Pvt. Ltd  vs Union of India (1985) 1 SCC 641  
7IN RE: Harijai Singh And Anr. IN RE: Vijay Kumar (1996) 6 SCC 466 
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expansive qualities including cooperation and formal standards about strategies, like, elections. 

But for most of the people, it is not true, rather it is also not true for the police agency; the 

agency of the government that the citizens are familiar and to whom they come in contact with. 

Now you may be wondering why? Because police in a democracy is responsible for 

Maintaining Law and Order, forming the first line of defence. However, the conditions under 

which police works, the methods they use and the ends they look for vary extraordinarily among 

democratic and non-democratic societies. Also the measures taken by the police and the degree 

of strikes vary dramatically. 

While the entire world was already suffering from Covid -19, Indian government took the most 

appropriate step by having a lockdown in the entire country, calling it a 21 day coronavirus 

lockdown, to curb the situation and save its people. Amidst, the authority was given to the 

police department to maintain law and order. Keeping its foot on 25th March 2020, it came in 

India to save its people. While the internet showed all kind of news, videos and theories, reports 

about police authorities misusing the power given to them by beating citizens for mere going 

out for daily requirements are also been surfaced. But how much truth does it hold? 

According to the sources, the act of police crossed the limit when they are seen slapping doctors 

as well. Though they might all not hold any truth but it caused certain discomfort amongst the 

people. But every strict action taken by the government holds necessity. The government has 

done an amazing job by using its police force to curb the outgoing of people. As we all know 

that social distancing is the only way of making things alright due to no known treatment 

available. The police have been given the power to question each and every person they come 

across with. Some ministers seem to take dictatorship in their hands by giving “shoot at sight” 

orders for anyone who disobeys the law. Although in the judgment in the case of Jayantilal 

Mohanlal Patel v. Eric Renison Anr.8 It is held that, no police agency has the authority or abides 

to shoot anyone on the mere ground of disobeying the curfew order. 

As the government suggested that we had to draw Laxman Rekha at our doors, daily need 

products were not yet provided to the people, thus they were going out. Apart from them, the 

daily wagers who came from different parts of country in search of food were stuck and rioting. 

The police were bound to perform lathi charge over them necessarily. A home delivery boy 

being affected by the virus had caused chaos and people are afraid to order things online. Thus 

having no choice but to go out! The greatest example of all times being in Ramayana, where 

 
8 Jayantilal Mohanlal Patel v. Eric Renison Anr (1975) CriLJ 661, (1974) GLR 875 
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Hanumanji brought the Sanjivini only during the crises, while the rest of the army of Lord 

Rama fought on their own and died.  

Neither the invocation of section 144 under the different State orders nor the Prime Minister 

pronounces what is the lockdown nor curfew at the time of pandemic perse, which puts up a 

question in mind whether the lockdown was constitutionally valid? Whether using physical 

force is enforceable under the eyes of law? Indeed, the State has the power to order such a 

lockdown if it benefits the public at large. So as the Article 21 says, without life, there can be 

no liberty. Thus, it paves the way for all other rights to exist, which in turn describes the very 

qualities of the police even today, pre supposing the criminal rein in the society, which 

ultimately needs a reform to its effect. 

Conclusion 

Considering the prevailing scenario, it can be said that the right to freedom of speech and 

expression including the freedom of press is a double edged sword. The right to freedom of 

speech and expression is an indispensable part of any democracy and can be easily misused to 

spread rumor, fake news etc. Therefore, restrictions need to be placed on the spread of fake 

news in crucial times of lockdown, as otherwise unchecked use of this right can lead to 

innumerable problems creating pandemonium and turbulence in the country. The citizens of 

the country should also act responsibly and reasonably before believing and acting on such fake 

news. It is imminently demanded in this crucial phase of Covid-19 that each citizen discharges 

his duty with conscientiousness so as to protect people from any untoward incident and at the 

same time preserve harmony in the society at large. As correctly said by Dr Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus (Director General, W.H.O.)  “We are not just fighting epidemic; We are fighting 

an Infodemic: Fake news spreads faster and more easily than this virus and is just as dangerous” 

It is no uncertainty that police are overburdened with work, yet that doesn't legitimize their 

fierce demonstrations against the honest individuals. Despite the fact that different constraints 

are forced to keep beware of police deviances, they keep on manhandling their force at 

whatever point they locate an opportunity. Coronavirus - 19 Pandemic is one such opportunity 

to the police authorities. Certain cops began utilizing abundance and inappropriate viciousness 

and power against general society during lockdown. For the sake of releasing their authority 

obligation, cops have taken law in their grasp and began rebuffing the lockdown violators. 

Severity has arrived at a furthest point that numerous individuals were terribly harmed and shot 

by the police. Even few individuals have lost their lives due to police ruthlessness. 
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