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ABSTRACT 

The most heinous crimes are those that include human trafficking, which 
includes prostitution and enslavement. One of the oldest professions still 
performed today, prostitution dates back to 2400 BC and may be found all 
over the world. Involving other individuals in sexual acts in exchange for 
monetary compensation or other goods is simply one aspect of the practices 
known as prostitution. Slavery may be defined as the practice of taking 
advantage of vulnerable members of society in order to enrich those who 
benefit from their labour financially. People are becoming ensnared in this, 
and it has proven to be a very challenging obstacle for them to overcome. 
The illegal trade in people is a grave violation of human rights. Because of 
globalisation, the work of people trafficking has become much simpler for 
the criminal groups that engage in it. There is no data available on the volume 
of work being done neither in this subject, nor on the research trends being 
observed, nor on the industry titans. 
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Prostitution /fornication 

Prostitution is defined as the exchange of a person's body for monetary compensation or 

another valuable good or service. The percentage of males and people of other genders working 

in this field is significantly lower than the percentage of women. In most contexts, the word 

"prostitution" is used to refer to the practise of trading one's sexual pleasure for monetary gain. 

There is no minimum or maximum age requirement to work in this industry. In the majority of 

nations, the business of prostitution has developed into one that brings in a lot of money. This 

is a particularly serious violation of people's civil and constitutional rights. There is more than 

one regulation that governs this, and the specifics of those rules change depending on the 

nation, the sort, and the kind. In general, the laws that control concerns of this nature are 

malleable and continue to develop through time in order to accommodate the shifting 

expectations of society. It's nothing short of a crime against humanity, to put it in the simplest 

terms possible. 

Provisions under law 

According to research that was conducted before, it was discovered that prostitution is allowed 

in 53 nations, that it is lawful with specific limits in 12 countries (including India), and that it 

is banned in 35 countries. 

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Serve of 1956 makes it a crime to operate a brothel, engage 

in human trafficking, or act as a pimp. Selling or purchasing children for prostitution is 

punishable by imprisonment for a term not to exceed ten years and a fine under Indian criminal 

code 1860, sections 372 and 373. Indian criminal code sections 366A, 366B, and 370A all deal 

with the procreation of minors and the importation of Indian or foreigner girls for sexual 

reasons. Article 23(1) of India's constitution declares forced labour to be a crime punishable by 

law. 

In 1950, member nations came together to sign a statement condemning the practise of human 

trafficking. In this declaration, it was stated that it is illegal to manage a sex racket, but that 

having private sex with a consenting partner in exchange for money is legal. 
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The Act to Suppress the Immoral Trafficking of Persons (SITA). According to this regulation, 

prostitutes are allowed to engage in their profession behind closed doors, but they are 

prohibited from lawfully approaching potential clients in public. 

Slavery/enslavement 

Slavery is a long-standing institution in the United States. It's been a part of Indian culture for 

a very long time. It is a system in which people are used as property for the benefit of others. 

Lower caste individuals are most likely to engage in slavery. People of the upper castes force 

them to labour as slaves. the use of violence or intimidation or more subtle tactics such as 

accumulated debt, the withholding of identification papers, or threats of denunciation by 

immigration officials" is what the International Labor Organization (ILO) understands by 

"forced labour." In general, three forms of slavery are to be distinguished:- 

Ø Workers are made to labour in order to get out of a debt in Debt Bondage. Only a small 

portion of their labour is compensated and there is no record of their debt. This is a 

predicament that is passed down from one generation to the next. Africa and South 

Asia, including India, Bangladesh and Pakistan, are hotbeds of this practise. 

Ø Slavery that treats people as chattel means that their bodies are treated like merchandise 

and that they are bought and sold in conditions that prevent them from fleeing. They 

are to be treated as slaves for the rest of their lives, and any offspring that they bear will 

also be abused in the same manner. 

Ø The term "forced labour" refers to situations in which individuals are forced to work as 

slaves due to their economic circumstances, and they are often threatened or punished. 

In the case of Dhanurjaya putel v. State of Orissa1, a worker was forced to labour 18 

hours per day for a meagre wage of Rs 30. The worker was not entitled to voice his 

displeasure with the treatment he was subjected to. In this instance, it is universally 

acknowledged that the terms "slave" and "slavery" apply. 

Ø When a woman is forced into a marriage and subjected to sex slavery, she becomes a 

slave to her husband. A guy is married to them against their will. The practice is 

widespread around the globe. Younger women feel compelled to marry older men to 

 
1 Dhanurjaya putel and another v. State of Orissa 2002 II OLR 412 
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reap the sexual rewards of interracial marriage. As a result, the woman becomes a sex 

slave in this fashion.  

Provisions under law 

Ø It was in 1843 when the terms of the Indian Slavery Act were discovered. It was 

established during the East India Company's control. This law prohibits the selling of 

anybody as a slave, and anyone caught in violation shall be subject to heavy penalties 

under the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 

Ø Slave labourers in India are protected under the country's labour laws. They have a 

variety of privileges and are compensated based on their job description. They need to 

be given the best possible working environment. 

Ø This is known as the Asiad case, and the Supreme Court2 ruled that the jamadars' 

deduction of Rs.1/- per worker per day from the salaries owed to ASIAD contractors' 

employees is unlawful. Workers were not paid the minimum daily pay of Rs 9.25, 

which is a violation of Article 23 of the Constitution. Article 23 defines "unlawful 

compelled labour" as any sort of forced labour, beggar or not. When a person is forced 

to do a service or labour for someone else, it doesn't matter if they are paid or not. 

Human Trafficking: - 

Forced labour, prostitution, and slavery are all forms of human trafficking. Trafficking in 

persons is defined by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) as a kind of 

exploitation in which a person is trafficked for financial gain. People of various ages and 

backgrounds can be victims of this crime that takes place throughout the world daily. It is 

common for traffickers to utilise violence, phoney employment agencies, and fake promises of 

education and work to deceive and compel their victims." 4 The majority of the victims of 

human trafficking are women, children, migrants, members of marginalized groups, and former 

prisoners of war. 

The Supreme Court of India, in the case of Laxmi Kant Pandey v. Union of India3, stated that 

while it supported international adoption, extreme caution must be exercised whenever a child 

is adopted by a person from another country. The court stated that it is the responsibility of the 

 
2 People’s union for democratic rights v. Union of India 1982 Supreme court,1473 
3 Laxmi Kant Pandey v. Union of India (1984) 2 SCC 244 
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authority to ensure that the child is not subjected to any form of sexual abuse, forced labour, or 

experimentation for medical treatment. To prevent any form of child trafficking, the authorities 

need to conduct a thorough investigation into international adoption. Human trafficking can 

also take the form of begging, in which any individual is coerced into begging. The majority 

of those who are subjected to human trafficking and compelled to beg are youngsters. The 

youngsters are taken against their will and forced into this line of work. 

Provisions under law 

Ø If a person is found guilty of procuring, inducing, or taking another person for 

prostitution, they will be sentenced to a term of rigorous imprisonment that shall not be 

less than three years and shall not be more than seven years, as well as a fine. 

Alternatively, they will be sentenced to a term of imprisonment that ranges from seven 

years to fourteen years, as well as a fine, or both. 

Ø The Indian government has established anti-trafficking cells in four states, including 

Maharashtra, Goa, West Bengal, and Andhra Pradesh. An alliance with the UN Office 

on Drugs and Crime was formed to begin this (UNODC). 

Ø All kinds of bonded labour are now prohibited under the Bonded Labor System 

(Abolition) Act of 1976. Bonded labour is punishable by imprisonment for up to three 

years and a fine for anybody who compels another person to perform it. 

Ø There are several states in India, each of which has its legislation designed to address 

the problem of bonded labour. Take, for instance, the cases of Tamil Nadu (The Tamil 

Nadu Compulsory Labour Act, 1858), West Bengal (Bonded labour Abolition Act 

1978), and Punjab (The Punjab Prevention of Human Smuggling Act, 2012). 

Ø Act of 1986 Concerning the Prohibition of and Regulation of Child Labor The Act 

makes it illegal to employ children less than a particular age or in certain jobs, 

depending on the circumstances. In addition to this, it makes it illegal to employ minors 

or children in any capacity. 

Ø Act of 2000 relating to the Care and Protection of Children in the Juvenile Justice 

System The legislation is important for protecting children since they are susceptible to 

being exploited and are consequently more likely to be victims of trafficking. It 

safeguards vulnerable children and adolescents who require care and protection. 
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The General Protocol Followed All Around the World to Do Away With It 

Ø The issue of slavery, as well as human trafficking and prostitution, is currently being 

addressed as a subject of concern by several international organisations. These 

organisations are the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the United Nations 

Commission on Human Rights, the International Labour Organization, and the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization. 

Ø Many different multinational corporations are cooperating to end exploitative labour 

practices, such as bonded labour and human trafficking. 

Ø The non-governmental organisations are playing a vital part by offering legal aid and 

raising knowledge about the many legal rights that are accessible to the individual 

whose rights have been violated. 

Ø They have been supplied with the toll-free numbers of a variety of organisations so that 

they may get in touch with them anytime they believe that they are being humiliated. 

Ø STOP, India is a nonprofit organisation with its headquarters in Delhi, India. Its primary 

mission is to put an end to the exploitation and trafficking of women and children. 

Ø The International Labor Organization's Protocol on Forced Labor, which is legally 

binding, intends to boost worldwide efforts toward eradicating forced labour, 

trafficking, and practices that are similar to slavery. Now that the Protocol has been 

drafted, national and regional governments can ratify it and include additional anti-

crime measures at the national and regional levels. 

Conclusion 

All of the aforementioned are horrible crimes committed against humanity, and as a result, 

several actions have been done at various points in time, and people have had their 

consciousness raised. These kinds of behaviors are likewise being targeted for elimination by 

the government. There are still a great number of locations where practices such as bonded 

labour and forced labor are common. Those who participated in such deviant behavior should 

be exposed and held accountable in the strictest possible manner. The individuals who have 

been impacted by any of the crimes should be supplied with education, monetary rewards, and 

societal advantages like equal standing, rehabilitation, and decent infrastructure. These should 

all be made available to them. In these kinds of situations, individuals' mental health is put in 

jeopardy. 


