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ABSTRACT 

This article deals with the history and legal context of Jallikattu- a 5000 year 

old tradition followed and practiced in many South Indian states, mainly 

Tamilnadu. The legal problems, advantages and humanitarian solutions are 

provided. This proves to be essential as this topic contains age-old rich 

history that must be preserved and protected. 

 

Introduction 

Jallikattu is a prevalent bull-taming sport that started in 400BC and is extensively practiced 

since the Sangam age (200AD) in Tamilnadu and is popularly also called Manju virattu. The 

name is derived from 'jalli' (coins) and 'kattu' (tie)1, which means that coins are bundled up and 

tied to the bull's horns. It is celebrated on the third day of the four-day-long harvest during 

Pongal. Three thousand five hundred years ago, historians had depicted portraits showing men 

chasing bulls in a remote village called karikkiyur. The first elaborate description of this sport, 

known as Yeruthazhuvuthal, can be found in Kalithogai2, a Sangam anthology of 150 poems. 

Men participating in Jallikattu in Silappatikaram, one of the five great epics of the classical 

Tamil period, proves evidence and excavations found in the 1930s at Mohenjodaro. Jallikattu 

ensures isolation of the strongest native individual bull and provides the best genes to be 

transferred to the next generation. These combined outcomes of sports, pride,  status and 

honour widespread the game over the years. 

When this is such an important custom of Tamilnadu practised over centuries, a few questions 

are to be pondered upon. Where did the issues of this sport begin? Why was it banned? Why 

did people of Tamilnadu- one of the most urbanized states sit for protests for an issue 

completely distant from their daily lives? What demands did they make by amending a law? 

 
1 Pal, S. (2017) To Ban or Not to Ban: Jallikatu, Its Interesting History and Both Sides of the Debate, The Better 

India. Available at: https://www.thebetterindia.com/82783/jallikattu-history-ban-tamil-nadu/ (Accessed: 27 

January 2022). 
2 The Past and Present of Jallikattu: An Overview | Sahapedia 

The Past and Present of Jallikattu: An Overview | Sahapedia (2022). Available at: 

https://www.sahapedia.org/past-and-present-jallikattu-overview-0 (Accessed: 27 January 2022). 
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And how did they question banning foreign-funded animal welfare organizations? 

The legal history of Jallikattu 

• The issues started around 2006 when there was an on and off ban revolving around 

Jallikattu. The Madras HC banned the sport in 2006 after a young spectator died. 

•  Consequently, in 2009 the ban was lifted following the Tamilnadu Regulation of 

Jallikattu Act,2009.  

• In 2011, the Environment Ministry at the centre issued a notification mentioning 'bulls', 

but the Jallikattu practice continued under the Tamilnadu Regulation Act no (27) of 

2009.3 

• It was said that the regulations were not properly followed, and the Animal welfare 

Board of India (AWBI) and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) filed 

a petition under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal's act 1960.4 

• In 2014, the SC banned Jallikattu striking down the 2009 act. 

• In January 2016, the environment ministry revoked the ban months before the 

Tamilnadu elections striking a clear political move.  

• 23 January 2017, the Tamilnadu government passed a bipartisan bill exempting 

Jallikattu from the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (1960). 

 

Recent High Court Orders 

 

• The Madras HC orders in September 2021 stated that only native breed bulls could 

participate in Jallikattu. It specified that regulation is a must, and it must be ensured 

that bulls are neither tortured nor fed alcohol before the event. 5 

 

What are the positive impacts of conducting Jallikattu? 

Taming the bull subsequently is scientifically said to improve milk production through our 

native breed and prevent us from relying on foreign species, adversely impacting the 

 
3 (2022) Stationeryprinting.tn.gov.in. Available at: 

http://www.stationeryprinting.tn.gov.in/extraordinary/2009/207-Ex-IV-2.pdf (Accessed: 27 January 2022). 
4 (2022) Indiacode.nic.in. Available at: 

https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/11237/1/the_prevention_of_cruelty_to_animals_act%2C_19

60.pdf (Accessed: 27 January 2022). 
5 Madras HC bans use of foreign breeds in Jallikattu (2022). Available at: 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/madras-hc-bans-use-of-foreign-breeds-in-

jallikattu/article36244610.ece (Accessed: 27 January 2022) 
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agricultural economy. Native Breeds give enough milk for the small & marginal farmer's 

family while also providing transport, dung/urine for manure and organic farming.  

Out of 37 indigenous cattle breeds, a large number come from Tamilnadu. Livestock such as 

the Pulikulam breed, Kangayam breed etc., 6can be uplifted of extinction due to the extensive 

use of motor pumps, tractors and mechanized agriculture. Hybrids with dominant native genes 

produce A2 milk good for human health. Jallikattu is considered to be a biocultural sport as it 

helps to conserve native cattle breeds. 7 

Issues with Jallikattu 

The dairy and beef export lobby wants all native breeds to be eradicated and Jallikattu throws 

a spanner in their plans to create commercial dairy farms with imported breeds from the West. 

The accusation of animal activists that farmers sent them to slaughter cannot be further 

removed from the truth. 

The cumulative participation is about 10,000 people, out of which hardly 100 people get 

injured, and the deaths are much lesser. Instead of highlighting the involvement, the 

international media focuses on grabbing eyeballs, so it is no surprise that many urbanities are 

against the sport because of falsified data. 

Racers in Formula F1 die and get hurt, and various sports have players who died because of 

the game. Does this mean the sport is banned? If PETA is considered about animal welfare, 

then why isn't the same sport banned in Spain? 

The 1960 act talks about prohibiting treating any animal in a way that causes unnecessary pain 

or suffering. Is the killing of animals for non-vegetarian food not the same? Is the killing of 

animals for poaching and hunting not the same? 

The protests started on 8 January 2017. The Marina beach in Chennai was one of the populated 

protest places and demanded the state and union governments amend the law regarding 

 
6 The not-so-bullish tale of native breeds (2022). Available at: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-

nadu/the-notsobullish-tale-of-native-breeds/article8190648.ece (Accessed: 27 January 2022). 
7 Raging Bull: How the controversy over Jallikattu ended up saving the Pulikulam breed (2022). Available at: 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/wildlife-biodiversity/raging-bull-how-the-controversy-over-jallikattu-

ended-up-saving-the-pulikulam-breed-62900 (Accessed: 27 January 2022). 
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Jallikattu.8 These protests were backed by support from over 80 countries. The protestors 

questioned the integrity of multinational corporations, the validity of animal welfare 

organizations like PETA which is known to have many scams and they demanded respect for 

their cultural, linguistic identities. 

Conclusion 

The intentions of this sport are pro-animal and anti-cruelty. The PCA act needs to be amended 

further by the parliament. Protecting animals from cruelty cannot be linked to a 5000-year-old 

tradition with more benefits and overrated cons. Ensuring cattle genetic diversity and 

improving native breeds, and relying on our cattle instead of foreign cattle is not a cruel act. 

Renowned publications across the globe have covered this and the international news illusioned 

the public of falsifying numbers. While this is wrong and cannot be entirely neglected, it doesn't 

prove that the entire crowd did so. 

It must be agreed that people should be prevented from harming the bulls during the sport and 

the game must be regulated. The sport recently became more competitive when people started 

betting on bulls in modern times. The links to caste pride made it cruel and this shall be taken 

care of as the amendments progress. 

Peta has killed a lot of animals since 1998. 89.4 % of animals under PETA have been killed 

under their supervision9. In PETA's twisted mind its more humane to euthanize the animals 

than for hypothetical harm to befall them in the future. There have been alleged scams 

regarding the integrity of the animal board as well. So, the question is, Can they truly be trusted 

upon to prevent animal cruelty? 

 

 
8 India', F. et al. (2018) From Nirbhaya to Jallikattu: The protesters' version of a 'New India' - The Cauvery 

dispute, The Economic Times. Available at: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-

nation/from-nirbhaya-to-jallikattu-the-protesters-version-of-a-new-india/slideshow/63664565.cms?from=mdr 

(Accessed: 27 January 2022) 
9 Why PETA 'Kills' Animals and How PETA Helps Animals | PETA (2020). Available at: 

https://www.peta.org/features/peta-kills-animals-truth/ (Accessed: 27 January 2022). 
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