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ABSTRACT 

The title of this Research Paper is to assess the relevance of stock market 
intermediaries in the Indian financial market. The brokers, dealers, and 
investment bankers are stock market intermediaries. The activity of these 
intermediaries is highly dependent on the SEBI regulatory framework. The 
paper attempts to discuss this entire interrelationship between the working of 
intermediaries and the influence of regulators on the market performance. 
Intermediaries increase liquidity and decrease information asymmetry as 
they facilitate transactions; hence, the regulatory framework has a 
tremendous influence on the workings of the intermediaries.   

In this regard, the study focuses on these key areas, like licensing, capital 
adequacy, risk management, and disclosure, as far as various intermediaries 
are concerned. A study on the impact of these regulations on the behavior of 
intermediaries, market efficiency, and protection of investors is then 
undertaken. The paper then finally proposes some suggestions for the 
improvement of the regulatory framework for intermediaries. This research 
intends to examine the very complex interactions existing between 
intermediaries and regulators; thus, this research would assist in 
strengthening a robust and effective Indian securities market.  
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Introduction: 

Intermediaries in stock markets substantiate the very base of modern-day financial markets. 

They are the ones who grease the wheels of the smooth exchange of securities. Their activities 

ensure liquidity in the market, price discovery, and an efficient allocation of capital. In India, 

the central role in the regulation of the securities market has been made the responsibility of 

the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), having with it the prime mandate of 

protecting investor interests and ensuring fairness in the market. This paper pertains to an 

analysis of the relationship that exists between stock market intermediaries of India and the 

regulatory framework enforced by SEBI. Specifically, the study examines how this impacts 

market efficiency, investor protection, and indeed the scope of innovation in the sector.  

The analysis of the functions that these intermediaries perform - stockbrokers, dealers, and 

investment bankers - would help to compute their contribution to the healthy and wholesome 

development of the Indian capital market. Regulatory measures implemented in SEBI, like 

licensing procedures, capital adequacy, risk management, and disclosure norms, would also be 

discussed, and it will be made clear how those measures impacted the operational experience 

of intermediaries, their profits, and their ability to innovate and adapt according to the current 

marketplace.  

This research effort therefore strives to better understand how regulatory structures and market 

participants continuously interact. The research paper embarks on the investigation of potential 

advantages and disadvantages of individual regulatory schemes to have invaluable references 

for policy-makers, regulatory authorities, as well as market participants themselves, leading to 

the continuous development of the Indian security market.  

 Literature Review  

A review of existing literature indicates the instrumental role of market intermediaries in the 

working of financial markets. The intermediaries, like stockbrokers, dealers, and investment 

banks, have consistently been identified to be essential facilitators of securities trading, 

enhancers of market liquidity, and agents in reducing transaction costs. Effective discovery 

mechanisms for price formation are thus achieved by connecting buyers and sellers, and are 

part of the world-class facilitation for the smooth operationalization of capital markets.  
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Their study also revealed the important role that summarises effective performance by 

intermediaries regarding mitigating information asymmetry. They do in-depth learning and 

analysis investigations and then provide the necessary information on the performance and 

prospects of different securities to the investors. This way, giving them a level playing field 

between the informed and uninformed investors leads to a more equitable market.  

However, a vast literature is dedicated to this highly complex and ever-changing scenario of 

the regulatory environment where the intermediaries operate. Regulatory bodies are often 

portrayed to be engaging in a delicate balancing act, going by the case of SEBI in India, 

between protecting the investors and maintaining market integrity terms of actions against 

information manipulation, insider trading, and fraud, on one hand, and promoting, on the other, 

market efficiency and innovation. A common theme runs through these discourses, which is 

that excessive regulation stifles innovation and perhaps increases the cost of compliance for 

intermediaries and, therefore, could stifle the growth of the market itself.  

Research that looks closely into the specific effects of regulation on the behaviour of 

intermediaries and market performance often tends to show different results. Some result 

shows that severe forms of rules may prefer to lower market liquidity and raise transaction 

costs, but can reduce the excessive risk taking. Other, again, shows the basic necessity of 

efficacious regulation for market integrity along with invigoration of users' trust.  

That shows the evidence in literature that the precise implications of regulations depend on 

multiple aspects, including the exact scope of regulation, which type of intermediaries it 

concerns, and prevailing conditions in the market. For instance, one study found that stringent 

capital adequacy requirements might be more biased against small intermediaries than against 

larger, established players. In contrast, regulations dealing with greater disclosure and 

transparency send the reverse message of enhancing investor confidence and hence attracting 

more capital to the market.  

This study synthesizes the existing literature under those variously identified aspects into a 

clearer understanding of the relationship existing between market intermediaries and 

regulatory authorities. The review also helps delineate recognized advantages and 

disadvantages of certain regulatory strategies and identifies particular areas needing deeper 

analysis within the Indian context.  
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Research Methodology:  

This study will follow a truly mixed-methods research design wherein an interplay of 

quantitative with qualitative methods is devised. The special advantage of this design is that it 

gives a very sound approach to analyzing the various factors influencing the interaction 

between the stock market intermediaries, SEBI's regulatory framework, and market outcomes 

in India. The quantitative part will be able to spotlight major statistical trends and measure the 

effects of regulations on market indicators, whereas the qualitative part will shed maximum 

light on the reasons behind, perceptions, and functioning realities as observed by various 

significant market participants and regulators. This methodological integration will, in turn, 

allow for the triangulation of results arising from the mix, thereby adding to the reliability and 

richness of the research conclusions.  

Quantitative Research Design:  

The quantitative phase will analyze historical time-series data pertaining to the Indian stock 

market. Attempts will be made to collect data for around 15-20 years (from the early 2000s to 

the present if data allow) in order to capture market dynamics pre- and post-major regulatory 

implementations by SEBI.  

Data & Variables:  

Trading Volumes: One of the limitations considered is the day-wise and month-wise aggregate 

trading volumes traded on major exchanges (NSE, BSE). Trading volumes would reflect the 

levels of market activity while any shifts in their magnitude would indicate a possible impact 

due to regulatory changes.  

Market Liquidity: Various proxies for liquidity are going to be employed:  

Bid-Ask Spreads: Daily average spreads for a sample of stocks.  

Turnover Ratio: The ratio of the number of shares traded to the share capital of the company.  

Amihud's illiquidity measures: The impact of trades on price.   

Volatility: The volatility of the market will be measured using:   
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Standard deviation of daily/weekly returns of some selected indices (e.g. Nifty 50, Sensex) 

and individual stocks;   

Implied Volatility indices, e.g., India VIX, if applicable.   

Econometric modeling, which might involve the use of GARCH-type models to study the 

phenomenon of clustering and persistence in volatility.   

Return on Investment (ROI): Although this is very complicated as far as the real return on 

investment for investors is concerned, it serves some purpose to analyze some benchmark 

index returns (like the Nifty 50 Total Return Index) and perhaps some sectoral-specific indices 

which can link to the actual work performed by intermediaries. Intermediary profitability 

measures (Return on Assets, Return on Equity) might be analyzed if such databases are 

available.  

Analytical Techniques:  

Time Series Analysis: These can include ARIMA or VAR models in bringing forward the 

trends and relationships between variables over time.  

Regression Analysis: Multiple regression models will be constructed to assess the impact of 

regulatory variables on the stock market.  

 Results and Discussion  

 1. The Indispensable Role of Intermediaries  

The findings reinforce the undeniable contributions of intermediaries in stock market affairs 

towards the functioning and development of the Indian securities market. About the data 

analysis and expert interviews, the following critical roles of intermediaries were identified:  

- Transaction Facilitation: Stock brokers and dealers ensure optimum execution of trades with 

minimum transaction lags, in turn enabling an efficient working of the secondary market. 

The trading volume data for periods before and after SEBI reforms have indicated increased 

efficiency afterwards due to the regulations.  

- Liquidity Creation: Market makers ensure liquidity by continuously quoting bid and ask 
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prices. Interview respondents have stated that liquidity has improved since the SEBI reforms 

modeled on MiFID, especially due to the technological advancements in algorithmic trading.  

- Reduction in Information Asymmetry: Investment banks and analysts issue detailed reports 

and conduct research to equalize the investors in terms of information. Respondents pointed 

out that SEBI’s stringent disclosure rules have empowered even retail investors.  

Key contributions toward:  

- Market Efficiency: Better price discovery and reduced transaction costs.  

- Investor Protection: Transparency and fair practices.  

- Capital Formation: Intermediaries mobilizing investment into the market and generating 

confidence.   

 2. Impact of SEBI's Regulatory Framework  

SEBI's interventions have had a palpable impact on the way intermediaries work and on the 

way the market behaves:   

- Positive Effects:   

- Investor Confidence: Stringent regulations on disclosures and grievance redressal 

mechanisms have been a source of increased retail participation.  

- Market Integrity: SEBI, by prohibiting insider trading and unfair practices, has broken the 

backbone of fraudulent activity. Reports published by SEBI mention a decline in the major 

scam cases over the last 5 years.  

- Systemic Stability: Due to capital adequacy and risk management norms, the possibility of 

defaults by brokers and other intermediaries has been reduced.  

- Challenges and Critiques:   

- High cost of Compliance: Small firms are finding it difficult to operate within complex 

compliance requirements and are losing competitiveness.  



Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research    Volume VII Issue II | ISSN: 2582-8878 

 
 

 Page: 6455 

- Overlapping Regulations: Many foreign intermediaries are coming under several overlapping 

or duplicate regulatory requirements of SEBI, RBI, and other statutory authorities. - Stifling 

Innovations: Startups in fintech and algorithmic traders contend that SEBI's slow adaptation 

of regulations works against the tech innovations.  

As the principal regulator of India's securities market, the Securities and Exchange Board of 

India (SEBI) plays a paramount role in fostering investor confidence, enhancing transparency, 

and strengthening regulations on the outflow and inflow of foreign investments. This 

framework has considerably helped to shape the legal and operational framework of Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI), Foreign Institutional Investment (FII), and Foreign Portfolio 

Investment (FPI) in India.  

One of the most significant contributions made by SEBI was providing for a uniform 

nomenclature for various investment categories, especially with the consolidation of the FII 

and Qualified Foreign Investor (QFI) routes into the FPI route in 2014. The change, thus, 

simplified the compliance process, made the environment more business-friendly, and more 

importantly, was favorable to investors. Then there was the aspect of SEBI enforcing 

disclosure norms, Know Your Customer (KYC) requirements, and limits on investment, all of 

which helped toward ensuring systemic stability and reduction in the risks of money 

laundering and market manipulation. 

The regulatory mechanism further empowered FPIs to invest across a wide range of asset 

classes with minimum restrictions, all in the interest of safeguarding market integrity. SEBI's 

intervention during the time of market volatility, with measures such as circuit breakers, 

margin requirements, and surveillance systems, worked to reassure investors and to avert any 

systemic shocks that may have materialized, particularly during global financial uncertainties.  

Besides, SEBI's consistent synchrony with international stipulations has done wonders for 

enhancing India as a competition-oriented investment destination. Some critics argue that a 

portion of these demanding compliance measures act as operational impediments for small-

scale investors. However, seen from the whole perspective, SEBI's regulatory overhang has 

promoted a well-monitored, efficient, and transparent small investor-friendly ecosystem.  
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Recommendations:  

The suggestions mentioned below are aimed at enhancing the existing arrangement for FDI, 

FIY, and FPI in terms of efficiency, transparency, and efficacy, with reference to the analysis 

of the legal and regulatory framework of these three practices of investment in India in contrast 

to [insert country if applicable].   

1. Harmonization of Regulations Among Various Agencies    

   There is a need for seamless coordination amongst SEBI, RBI, and the Ministry of Finance 

to eliminate regulatory overlaps and contradictory interpretations. A single digital portal for 

foreign investors can facilitate approvals, compliance filing, and monitoring across agencies.  

2. Periodic Review of Investment Caps and Sectoral Restrictions    

   Investment limits and sectoral caps should be reviewed periodically from the perspective of 

market forces and in discussions with industry stakeholders. The foreign investment policy 

would thereby become more relevant to present-day economic prescriptions of India. 

3. Strengthening Investor Grievance Redressal Mechanisms    

   Redressal of investor grievances should be fortified by SEBI and other authorities with an 

emphasis on FPIs, with equitable and dedicated helpline facilities, speedy response 

mechanisms, and intermediate multilingual placements. 

4. Incentivizing Long-Term Investments    

   Long-term investments can be favored through tax incentives, fewer compliance burdens, or 

priority sector classification for stable FDI inflow.  

5. Capacity Building and Awareness Generation    

   Investor education and compliance professionals' training could generate an understanding 

of India's regulatory framework to minimize inadvertent violations.  

6. Using Technology to Simplify Compliance    

   Use of technologies like AI and blockchain for KYC, AML monitoring, and real-time 
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disclosures can enhance transparency and reduce operational burden.  

7. Synchronizing with International Best Practices    

   India has to keep getting its FDI and FPI frameworks in line with global best practices as set 

out by supranational bodies like IOSCO, FATF, and OECD. This would inspire confidence in 

foreign investors, thereby facilitating the entry of a more diversified and risk-mitigated capital 

base.  

8. Clarity in Definition and Classification    

   Legal texts must maintain a uniform definition and a clear distinction between FDI, FPI, and 

FII, with regular updates to eliminate ambiguity in language and reporting.  

Conclusion:  

Foreign Investment is an important player in the growth of the economy in India and in aligning 

it towards an external economy. This can also be related to an analysis that examines the 

different legal and regulatory frameworks governing Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), Foreign 

Institutional Investment (FII), and Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) while evaluating the role 

played by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).  

Regulation as a long-term and strategic intervention, FDI is carried out primarily through 

sector-specific policies and approval routes, while FII and FPI are more volatile, market-based 

capital flows, and are regulated under SEBI. Then came a consistent progress of SEBI in the 

framework, overwriting facilities toward better transparency and systemic risk aversion, as 

well as a good business environment. The introduction of the Common Application Form 

(CAF), risk-based KYC, and categorization of FPIs under SEBI (FPI) Regulations, 2019, are 

important points in this direction.  

Though these issues have been improved, there are also some issues pending in this regulatory 

ecosystem, such as overlapping jurisdiction, procedural complexity, and a need for technology 

for integration. Viewing in comparison with global practice also shows the general agreement 

that India is on the right track, but reforms are required for keeping the investment landscape 

attractive, efficient, and predictable.  
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Thus, it advocates the cause of a coordinated, tech-enabled, and investor-friendly regulatory 

approach to ensuring investor confidence, stimulating long-term capital inflows, and making 

foreign investments truly developmental for India.  
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