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ABSTRACT 

This paper investigates the barriers that impede the implementation of child 
rights in Bangladesh and presents strategies for effective solutions. Employing 
a mixed-methods approach encompassing qualitative interviews, surveys, and 
policy analysis, this study examines the legal, social, cultural, and institutional 
challenges that hinder the realization of child rights. By shedding light on these 
obstacles, the research aims to offer evidence-based insights and practical 
recommendations that can strengthen the implementation of child rights, 
ultimately enhancing the well-being and empowerment of children in 
Bangladesh. The findings of this study contribute to the existing body of 
knowledge on child rights and provide valuable guidance for policymakers, 
practitioners, and advocates working towards creating a child-friendly 
environment in Bangladesh. By addressing the identified barriers and 
implementing the proposed strategies, it is possible to foster an environment that 
upholds the rights of children, ensuring their protection, participation, provision, 
and development. Ultimately, the successful implementation of child rights will 
contribute to the overall progress and prosperity of Bangladesh as a nation. 

Keywords: Child Rights, Barriers, Strategies, Implementation, Child Labor, 
Child Trafficking, and Child Marriage, Empower Children, Social Mobilization.  
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1. Introduction  

The implementation of child rights is crucial for ensuring the well-being, protection, and 

development of children in any society. In Bangladesh, a country with a significant child 

population, the effective realization of child rights is of utmost importance. Despite notable 

progress in legislative frameworks and policy initiatives, numerous barriers hinder the full 

implementation of these rights, posing challenges to the holistic development and protection of 

children. The research aims to delve into these barriers and explore strategies to overcome them, 

with the ultimate goal of strengthening the implementation of child rights in Bangladesh. 

The context of Bangladesh presents a unique set of challenges in the realm of child rights. 

Socioeconomic disparities, cultural norms, gender inequalities, and institutional limitations 

contribute to the complexities of ensuring the practical realization of children's rights. By 

identifying and understanding these barriers, it becomes possible to develop targeted interventions 

and policies that can effectively address the challenges and improve the implementation of child 

rights. 

This research will adopt a comprehensive approach, incorporating qualitative and quantitative 

methods, to examine the multifaceted factors impeding the implementation of child rights in 

Bangladesh. Through interviews, surveys, and policy analysis, the study aims to gain insights into 

the legal, social, cultural, and institutional challenges that hinder effective implementation. By 

examining these barriers, the research will provide evidence-based insights that can inform the 

development of practical strategies to overcome them and enhance the implementation of child 

rights in Bangladesh. 

The outcomes of this research have significant implications for policymakers, government 

agencies, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders involved in child rights advocacy and 

implementation. By identifying effective strategies to address the barriers, it becomes possible to 

strengthen the legal frameworks, improve social norms, enhance institutional capacities, and 

allocate resources more effectively. Ultimately, this research seeks to contribute to the broader 

discourse on child rights implementation and provide actionable recommendations that can lead 

to better outcomes for children in Bangladesh. 
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2. Statement of the Study 

This pioneering study delves into the barriers to implementing child rights in Bangladesh and 

proposes innovative strategies for their effective resolution. By examining legal, social, cultural, 

and institutional dimensions, the research aims to shed light on the complexities surrounding child 

rights realization. Through groundbreaking methodologies and transformative insights, the study 

aims to revolutionize the field and bring unprecedented progress, protection, and empowerment to 

children in Bangladesh. By challenging the status quo and offering unconventional solutions, this 

research seeks to make a lasting impact on child rights implementation in the country. 

3. Objectives of the Study 

This research endeavors to tackle the formidable barriers impeding the implementation of child 

rights in Bangladesh, aiming to develop robust and innovative strategies to surmount these 

obstacles. The study is driven by the following compelling objectives: 

1. Uncover and comprehensively analyze the intricate web of barriers obstructing the effective 

implementation of child rights in Bangladesh, shedding light on their root causes and interrelated 

dynamics. 

2. Conduct an in-depth examination of the social, cultural, economic, and political factors that 

perpetuate these barriers, discerning the complex contextual nuances that underpin their 

persistence. 

3. Illuminate the profound and multifaceted consequences endured by children in Bangladesh as a 

direct result of these barriers, assessing their impact on their overall well-being and holistic 

development. 

4. Rigorously evaluate the existing legal and policy framework pertaining to child rights in 

Bangladesh, gauging its efficacy in addressing the identified barriers and identifying gaps that 

warrant urgent attention and reform. 

5. Scrutinize the roles, responsibilities, and challenges faced by diverse stakeholders, including 

governmental institutions, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), civil society, and local 
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communities, in the implementation of child rights in Bangladesh. 

6. Embark on a comprehensive exploration of successful strategies and best practices from 

international contexts, distilling valuable insights and lessons learned that can be adapted and 

customized to effectively overcome the barriers encountered in Bangladesh. 

7. Forge innovative, context-specific solutions that holistically address the identified barriers, 

ensuring their practicality and feasibility, and harnessing the potential for transformative change 

in the realization of child rights. 

8. Conduct a rigorous impact assessment of the proposed solutions, meticulously gauging their 

potential to dismantle barriers and generate meaningful improvements in the implementation of 

child rights, ultimately leading to better outcomes for children in Bangladesh. 

9. Provide evidence-based recommendations and policy guidelines to policymakers, government 

agencies, NGOs, and other relevant stakeholders, offering tangible pathways for enhancing the 

implementation of child rights in Bangladesh, backed by the research findings and best practices. 

10. Contribute to the broader discourse on child rights, augmenting the existing body of knowledge 

through the generation of new insights, empirical evidence, and innovative strategies tailored to 

the specific challenges faced by Bangladesh, thereby fostering global dialogue and informed 

decision-making in this critical domain. 

4. Literature Review 

The implementation of child rights in Bangladesh faces numerous challenges rooted in legal, 

social, cultural, and institutional factors. These barriers hinder the effective realization of child 

rights and pose significant obstacles to the well-being, development, and future prospects of 

children in the country. This literature review provides an in-depth examination of the existing 

scholarly works that shed light on these barriers and explore potential strategies to overcome them, 

thus contributing to the effective implementation of child rights in Bangladesh. 

Legal Barriers: The legal framework plays a fundamental role in safeguarding child rights and 

providing a robust foundation for their implementation. However, several studies highlight the 



Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research   Volume V Issue IV | ISSN: 2582-8878  
 

 Page: 5 

gaps and limitations in the legislative and policy frameworks in Bangladesh. The Bangladesh 

Bureau of Statistics (2021) points out inconsistencies in policy implementation, while the 

Constitution of the People's Republic of Bangladesh (1972) and the Government of Bangladesh 

(2011) recognize the need for stronger child rights protection. Inadequate enforcement 

mechanisms and coordination challenges are also prevalent issues (Hossain, 2017; Kabeer, 

Mahmud, & Tasneem, 2011). It is essential to address these gaps and strengthen the legal 

framework through comprehensive legislation, enhanced enforcement mechanisms, and improved 

coordination among relevant authorities (Naher, Sultana, & Uddin, 2018; Quayes, 2020). Such 

efforts will help bridge the divide between policy and practice, ensuring effective implementation 

and enforcement of child rights in Bangladesh. 

Social and Cultural Barriers: Social and cultural factors exert significant influence on the 

implementation of child rights in Bangladesh. Gender disparities, harmful social norms, and 

discriminatory practices perpetuate barriers that impede girls' access to education, healthcare, and 

protection from child marriage (Khan & Ahmed, 2019; Khatun et al., 2017). Moreover, societal 

attitudes and entrenched traditional practices pose challenges to the realization of children's rights, 

particularly for marginalized and vulnerable groups (Rahman, 2016; UNDP, 2020). To address 

these barriers, interventions must focus on raising awareness, fostering community engagement, 

and promoting transformative social norms. By challenging harmful practices, dismantling gender 

stereotypes, and promoting equal opportunities for all children, it is possible to create an 

environment that supports the effective implementation of child rights (Hossain, 2017; Kabeer et 

al., 2011). 

Institutional Barriers: Institutional challenges also contribute significantly to the barriers 

encountered in implementing child rights in Bangladesh. Weak governance structures, limited 

resource allocation, and capacity gaps hinder the effective implementation of child rights (Naher 

et al., 2018; Quayes, 2020). The coordination among relevant stakeholders, including government 

agencies, civil society organizations, and international bodies, is crucial for addressing these 

challenges and enhancing institutional capacities (UNDP, 2020). To overcome institutional 

barriers, it is imperative to promote intersectoral collaboration, strengthen governance structures, 

allocate adequate resources, and invest in capacity-building efforts (Kabeer et al., 2011). By 

fostering synergy among different actors, ensuring efficient resource allocation, and enhancing the 
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capabilities of institutions involved in child rights implementation, significant progress can be 

achieved. 

Strategies for Overcoming Barriers: The existing literature suggests various strategies that hold 

promise for overcoming the barriers to implementing child rights in Bangladesh. Strengthening 

the legal framework emerges as a critical approach, necessitating comprehensive legislation, 

robust enforcement mechanisms, and effective coordination among relevant authorities 

(Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2021; Government of Bangladesh, 2011). Addressing social and 

cultural barriers requires targeted interventions focused on promoting gender equality, raising 

awareness within communities, and conducting campaigns to challenge harmful norms and 

practices (Khan & Ahmed, 2019; Khatun et al., 2017). Additionally, institutional capacity-

building, resource mobilization, and intersectoral coordination are essential for overcoming 

institutional barriers and improving the implementation of child rights (Naher et al., 2018; Quayes, 

2020). 

These strategies underscore the need for a comprehensive and integrated approach to address the 

complex interplay of legal, social, cultural, and institutional factors that hinder the implementation 

of child rights in Bangladesh. By strengthening the legal framework, challenging harmful social 

norms, and enhancing institutional capacities, it is possible to create an enabling environment that 

promotes the realization of child rights. These strategies must be contextualized and customized 

to address the specific challenges faced by Bangladesh and should be underpinned by a 

commitment to child-centered approaches, meaningful participation, and the principles of equity 

and non-discrimination. 

To achieve meaningful impact, it is imperative that policymakers, government agencies, NGOs, 

and other stakeholders prioritize investments in legal reforms, community empowerment, and 

institutional strengthening. Continuous research, monitoring, and evaluation are vital to assess the 

effectiveness of implemented strategies, identify areas for improvement, and drive evidence-based 

policy and programmatic interventions. By synthesizing the existing literature and leveraging the 

insights and recommendations provided, decision-makers can develop and implement targeted 

initiatives that effectively address the barriers to child rights implementation in Bangladesh. 
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It underscores the importance of a comprehensive and holistic approach that addresses legal, 

social, cultural, and institutional challenges. By strengthening the legal framework, challenging 

harmful norms and practices, and enhancing institutional capacities, Bangladesh can overcome 

these barriers and make significant progress in the effective implementation of child rights. The 

findings from this review provide a foundation for evidence-based decision-making, guiding 

policymakers, government agencies, NGOs, and other stakeholders toward sustainable and 

transformative actions that will secure the rights and well-being of every child in Bangladesh. 

5. Methodology 

This paper undertakes an extensive investigation into the nuanced perceptions and insightful 

experiences of a diverse range of individuals, including adults, children, and stakeholders, 

concerning a particular topic of interest. The research methodology employed a self-administered 

survey approach to meticulously collect data from a substantial sample size of 120 respondents. 

The data were meticulously gathered by delivering a meticulously crafted and well-structured 

questionnaire to the participants. 

Sampling Strategy 

To ensure a comprehensive understanding, a purposive sampling technique was meticulously 

employed to meticulously select the participants for this study. The sample was meticulously 

chosen to comprise individuals from various backgrounds, including adults, children, and 

stakeholders, who held relevance to the research objectives. The selection process meticulously 

took into account the availability and willingness of potential participants, ensuring a diverse and 

representative sample. 

Data Collection Instrument 

The research utilized a meticulously designed and tailored questionnaire as the primary tool for 

data collection. The questionnaire was meticulously crafted to incorporate a combination of 

closed-ended, open-ended, and Likert-scale questions. By employing this comprehensive 

approach, the questionnaire facilitated standardized responses, qualitative insights, and 
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quantitative analysis, thus capturing the intricate nuances of participants' perceptions, experiences, 

and opinions concerning the research topic. 

Data Collection Procedure 

During the data collection phase, participants were provided with the questionnaire, which they 

could meticulously administer themselves. The questionnaires were delivered to the participants 

physically. Meticulous instructions were provided, enabling participants to accurately complete 

the questionnaire. Adequate time was allotted to ensure thoughtful and comprehensive responses. 

Data Analysis 

A meticulous and systematic approach was employed to analyze the collected data. The 

quantitative data obtained from the closed-ended and Likert-scale questions were subjected to 

meticulous statistical techniques. Descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, means, 

and standard deviations, were meticulously computed to succinctly summarize the quantitative 

data, identify prominent trends, and illuminate significant patterns. Additionally, the qualitative 

data obtained from the open-ended questions underwent a rigorous thematic analysis process, 

involving meticulous coding to discern recurrent themes, concepts, and profound insights. This 

qualitative analysis offered a profound understanding of participants' perspectives and 

experiences, enriching the overall findings. 

Ethical Considerations 

Adhering to the highest ethical standards, the research meticulously obtained informed consent 

from each participant or their legal guardians. This ensured their voluntary participation and 

comprehensive understanding of the research objectives. To safeguard confidentiality and 

anonymity, unique identification codes were meticulously assigned to the questionnaires, and 

stringent measures were implemented to securely store and handle the data. 

Limitations 

It is important to acknowledge the potential limitations of this research methodology. The sample 

size of 120 participants, while substantial, may present certain constraints in terms of 
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generalizability to the broader population. Furthermore, as self-administered questionnaires rely 

on self-reporting, there is a possibility of response biases or social desirability effects. 

Notwithstanding these limitations, the study provided valuable and profound insights into the 

diverse perceptions and experiences of common people, encompassing adults, children, and 

stakeholders, with respect to the research concerned. 

6. Findings, Analysis and Discussion 

6.1 Fact Findings (From which rights child are mainly deprived of) 

Children in Bangladesh are primarily deprived of several fundamental rights, including: 

6.1.1 Right to Education  

Many children in Bangladesh are deprived of their right to education due to various factors, such 

as poverty, inadequate infrastructure, and limited access to schools. Lack of proper educational 

opportunities hinders their personal development and future prospects. 

Children deprived of education (total respondent 120, age-up to 18 years) 

Criteria Number of gaining Percentage 

Primary Education 116 96.67% 

High School Education 100 83.33 

Higher Secondary Education 85 70.83% 

No Education 5 4.16% 
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Table-1 

 

Table-1 provides information on the education levels of children in Bangladesh. The data reveals 

that 96.67% have gained primary education, indicating a high enrollment rate at this level. 

However, the percentage decreases to 83.33% for high school education and further drops to 

70.83% for higher secondary education. This highlights the need for increased efforts to ensure 

access to and completion of education at higher levels. Additionally, a small percentage of 4.16% 

of children have not received any education, emphasizing the importance of addressing barriers to 

education and ensuring universal access for all children in Bangladesh. 

6.1.2 Right to Protection 

Children in Bangladesh often face challenges in accessing adequate protection against 

exploitation, abuse, and neglect. Child labor, child trafficking, and child marriage are prevalent 

issues, exposing children to harmful and dangerous situations. 

Children right to protection (total respondent 120, age-up to 18 years) 

Criteria Number of gaining Percentage 
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Physical Harassment by Family 

Member 

111 92.5% 

Physical Harassment by Others 76 63.33% 

Victim of Child Labor 34 28.33% 

Victim of Negligence 98 81.66% 

Table-2 

 

Table-2 presents concerning data on child abuse and neglect in Bangladesh. It reveals that 92.5% 

of children have experienced physical harassment by a family member, while 63.33% have faced 

sexual harassment within the family. Additionally, 28.33% of children are victims of child labor, 

and 81.66% have suffered from neglect. These statistics highlight the urgent need for 
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comprehensive interventions to protect children from abuse, address child labor, and ensure proper 

care and support for their well-being and development. 

6.1.3 Right to Health 

Limited access to healthcare services, especially in rural areas, deprives children of their right to 

health. Malnutrition, inadequate immunization, and lack of proper healthcare facilities contribute 

to high infant and child mortality rates. 

Children health care (total respondent 120, age-up to 18 years) 

Criteria Number of gaining Percentage 

Proper Health Care 75 62.5% 

Medium Health Care 40 33.33% 

Low Health Care 5 4.16% 

Table-3 
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Table-3 presents data on the level of healthcare received by children in Bangladesh, with 62.5% 

receiving proper healthcare, 33.33% receiving medium-level care, and 4.16% receiving low levels 

of care. While a majority of children have access to adequate healthcare, there is room for 

improvement in providing comprehensive services to all children. Efforts should focus on ensuring 

universal access to high-quality healthcare to safeguard the well-being and health of every child 

in Bangladesh. 

6.1.4 Right to Participation 

Children's voices and participation in decision-making processes are often overlooked in 

Bangladesh. Their opinions and perspectives are not given due consideration, limiting their ability 

to express themselves and influence matters that affect their lives. 

Children right to participation (total respondent 120, age-up to 18 years) 

Criteria Number of gaining Percentage 

Decision Making 42 35% 

Others 10 8.33% 

No Participation 89 74.16% 

Table-4 
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Table-4 presents data on the participation of children in decision-making processes in Bangladesh. 

It reveals that 35% of children have participated in decision making, while 8.33% have engaged 

in other forms of participation. However, a significant majority of 74.16% have not been given the 

opportunity to participate. This highlights the need to promote and uphold children's right to 

participation, ensuring their voices are heard and respected in decisions that affect their lives. 

Efforts should be made to create inclusive spaces that empower children and involve them in 

decision-making processes at all levels. 

6.1.5 Right to a Safe Environment 

Environmental degradation and natural disasters in Bangladesh pose significant threats to 

children's right to a safe and clean environment. Children are particularly vulnerable to the adverse 

impacts of climate change, such as displacement, water scarcity, and exposure to pollution. 

Children right to safe environment (total respondent 120, age-up to 18 years) 

Criteria Number of gaining Percentage 
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Sound Environment 40 33.33% 

Overall Environment 71 59.16% 

Bad Environment 19 15.83% 

Table-5 

 

According to Table-5, based on the responses of 120 participants aged up to 18 years, it can be 

observed that 59.16% of the respondents (71 individuals) believe that children have a right to an 

overall safe environment. Additionally, 33.33% of the participants (40 individuals) emphasize the 

importance of a sound environment, while 15.83% (19 individuals) express concerns about a bad 

environment. These findings underline the significance of providing children with a secure, 

healthy, and conducive environment for their well-being and development. 

6.2 Prevailing child rights laws in Bangladesh 

Prevailing child rights laws in Bangladesh encompass a range of legislative measures and policies 
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aimed at safeguarding the rights and well-being of children. These laws reflect the country's 

commitment to fulfilling its obligations under international conventions, such as the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Here, we provide a comprehensive 

description of some key child rights laws in Bangladesh: 

6.2.1 The Constitution of the People's Republic of Bangladesh (1972) 

The Constitution guarantees fundamental rights for all citizens, including children. It enshrines the 

principles of non-discrimination, protection, and equal opportunity for children to access 

education, healthcare, and a safe environment. It also emphasizes the State's responsibility to 

provide special protection to children who are most vulnerable. 

6.2.2 The Child Marriage Restraint Act (2017) 

Child marriage remains a pressing issue in Bangladesh, and the Child Marriage Restraint Act seeks 

to address this concern. It sets the legal age for marriage at 18 years for females and 21 years for 

males, aiming to prevent child marriages and protect children from the physical, psychological, 

and social consequences associated with early marriage. 

6.2.3 The Children Act (2013) 

The Children Act establishes a comprehensive legal framework for the protection, care, and 

rehabilitation of children. It addresses various categories of vulnerable children, including those 

in conflict with the law, children in need of care and protection, and children affected by 

exploitation. The act prioritizes the best interests of the child and emphasizes the role of 

government and non-governmental entities in ensuring child rights are upheld. 

6.2.4 The Bangladesh Labor Act (2006) 

The Bangladesh Labor Act includes provisions to protect children from exploitative labor 

practices. It prohibits the employment of children under the age of 14 in any occupation and 

outlines stringent regulations to safeguard the rights and well-being of child workers. The act also 

mandates working conditions, hours of work, and provisions for education and healthcare for 

employed children. 
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6.2.5 The National Children Policy (2011) 

The National Children Policy provides a comprehensive framework for the promotion of child 

rights and welfare in Bangladesh. It covers various domains, including health, education, 

protection, and participation. The policy emphasizes the importance of child-friendly services, 

child participation, and coordination among government departments, civil society organizations, 

and international stakeholders to ensure the effective implementation of child rights. 

6.3 How far the prevailing laws protect child rights in Bangladesh? 

The child rights laws in Bangladesh are a crucial step towards protecting children's well-being. 

However, their implementation and enforcement face significant challenges. Limited resources, 

insufficient monitoring, and a lack of accountability hinder the effective execution of these laws 

at the grassroots level. Enhancing coordination among government agencies, civil society 

organizations, and judicial bodies is essential to ensure the proper implementation of child rights 

laws. 

Cultural and social norms pose additional obstacles to the realization of child rights in Bangladesh. 

Despite legal provisions, practices like child marriage and child labor persist. Challenging deeply 

ingrained social norms requires sustained efforts in raising awareness, providing education, and 

engaging communities. Targeted interventions are necessary to challenge harmful practices and 

ensure the protection of children. 

Child labor remains a prominent concern in Bangladesh, indicating gaps in the implementation 

and enforcement of laws. Although child labor is prohibited by the Bangladesh Labor Act, its 

prevalence in various sectors highlights the need for comprehensive measures. Addressing the root 

causes, including poverty, limited access to education, and inadequate economic opportunities for 

adults, is vital to effectively combat child labor. 

In summary, while Bangladesh has made progress in establishing child rights laws, challenges 

remain in their implementation and enforcement. Overcoming resource limitations, strengthening 

monitoring mechanisms, challenging cultural norms, and addressing the root causes of child labor 
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and child marriage are crucial steps towards comprehensive protection of child rights in 

Bangladesh. 

6.4 Review of barriers to implementation of child rights 

The implementation of child rights in Bangladesh faces several barriers that hinder the full 

realization and protection of children's rights. Some key barriers include: 

6.4.1 Poverty 

Widespread poverty in Bangladesh poses a significant obstacle to the implementation of child 

rights. Poverty limits access to education, healthcare, and basic necessities, making children 

vulnerable to exploitation, child labor, and early marriage. Due to poverty, most of the families 

engage their children in various forms of labor. As a result, they are deprived of the normal rights 

that they deserve. 

The rate of poverty in Bangladesh has increased gradually in the past years. But currently the 

poverty rate is very low. Now the rate is 18.7 percent.  

 

Source: The Daily Prothom-Alo (online portal), 13 July 2023, Thursday. 
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Currently, the number of child laborers in the country is 47 lakh due to various reasons including 

poverty. The poverty level in Bangladesh has shown fluctuations in recent years. In 2016, the 

poverty rate stood at 26.4%, which slightly decreased to 24.5% in 2018. However, the situation 

took a sharp turn in 2020, with the poverty rate escalating to a significant 45.3%. This rise in 

poverty has had a devastating impact on children, as approximately 47 lakh (4.7 million) children 

have been forced into child labor. 

The high poverty rate in Bangladesh has created a dire situation for children, pushing them into 

the labor force to contribute to their families' meager incomes. These children are often engaged 

in hazardous and exploitative work conditions, robbing them of their right to education, health, 

and a safe childhood. The sharp increase in the poverty rate from 2018 to 2020 has undoubtedly 

exacerbated the issue, highlighting the urgent need for comprehensive measures to address child 

labor and alleviate poverty. 

Efforts to combat child labor in Bangladesh must go hand in hand with poverty alleviation 

strategies. Tackling the root causes of poverty, such as limited access to education, healthcare, and 

economic opportunities for adults, is crucial in breaking the cycle of child labor. By implementing 

targeted interventions that address both poverty and child labor, Bangladesh can work towards 

creating a more inclusive and prosperous society where children are protected and given the 

opportunity to thrive. 

6.4.2 Limited awareness and understanding 

The lack of awareness and understanding surrounding child rights among parents, communities, 

and even some government officials can pose significant barriers to effective implementation. 

When individuals are not adequately informed about the rights of children and their significance, 

it becomes challenging to ensure their protection and fulfillment. Many parents may not be aware 

of their children's rights or how to advocate for them, while communities may not fully 

comprehend the importance of providing a nurturing and inclusive environment for children. Even 

some government officials may lack the necessary knowledge and understanding to effectively 

enforce and uphold child rights laws and policies. Therefore, raising awareness and promoting 

education about child rights is crucial to overcome these barriers and ensure the well-being and 
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development of children in society. 

6.4.3 Cultural norms and practices 

Traditional cultural norms and practices, such as child marriage, child labor, and gender-based 

discrimination, persist in certain parts of the country. These cultural practices often clash with 

child rights standards and create obstacles in implementing child protection laws and policies. 

6.4.4 Inadequate institutional capacity 

Insufficient institutional capacity and resources within government agencies responsible for child 

rights implementation can impede effective enforcement. Limited staff, funding, and infrastructure 

hinder the ability to monitor, investigate, and respond to child rights violations. 

6.4.5 Weak enforcement mechanisms 

Inconsistent enforcement of child rights laws, due to a variety of factors including corruption and 

lack of accountability, undermines their effectiveness. Inadequate monitoring, reporting, and legal 

remedies further hamper the implementation of child rights. 

6.4.6 Lack of coordination  

Limited coordination among different government sectors, civil society organizations, and 

stakeholders involved in child rights implementation can hinder the overall effectiveness and 

efficiency of efforts. Coordinated action is essential to address the multifaceted nature of child 

rights and ensure their comprehensive protection. 

6.4.7 Social inequality and discrimination 

Deep-rooted social inequalities and discrimination, such as gender-based disparities and exclusion 

based on ethnicity or socio-economic status, contribute to the marginalization and vulnerability of 

certain groups of children. These inequalities create barriers to equal access to education, 

healthcare, and other rights. 
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7. Recommendations 

Recommendations for overcoming barriers to the implementation of child rights in Bangladesh: 

Enhance awareness and understanding 

To facilitate the effective implementation of child rights in Bangladesh, it is crucial to conduct 

extensive awareness campaigns that target various stakeholders, including communities, parents, 

government officials, and other relevant actors. These campaigns play a vital role in promoting a 

better understanding of child rights and generating support for their realization. Education 

programs can be designed to inform individuals about the rights and needs of children, 

emphasizing the importance of their protection, well-being, and holistic development. Media 

campaigns, such as television and radio broadcasts, social media platforms, and public service 

announcements, can be utilized to reach a wide audience and disseminate key messages regarding 

child rights. Additionally, community engagement initiatives, including workshops, seminars, and 

interactive sessions, can create platforms for dialogue and discussion, enabling community 

members to actively participate in the promotion and protection of child rights. By fostering 

awareness, these campaigns can contribute to a positive shift in societal attitudes and behaviors, 

encouraging a culture that respects and upholds the rights of every child in Bangladesh. 

Moreover, these awareness campaigns should strive to provide accurate and up-to-date 

information on child rights, emphasizing their legal foundations, the significance of their 

implementation, and the potential impact on the overall well-being and development of children. 

By disseminating clear and accessible information, the campaigns can help dispel misconceptions, 

combat discrimination, and address cultural barriers that impede the effective realization of child 

rights. It is essential to tailor the campaigns to the specific needs and contexts of different 

communities and target groups, ensuring that the messages are culturally sensitive, linguistically 

appropriate, and resonate with the intended audience. Collaborations with community leaders, 

local organizations, and relevant stakeholders can enhance the effectiveness and reach of the 

campaigns, fostering a collective effort in promoting awareness and understanding of child rights 

across Bangladesh. 

 



Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research   Volume V Issue IV | ISSN: 2582-8878  
 

 Page: 22 

Strengthen institutional capacity 

To strengthen the implementation of child rights in Bangladesh, it is imperative to allocate 

adequate resources to the government agencies responsible for their enforcement. This includes 

providing sufficient funding to support the implementation of programs and initiatives aimed at 

protecting and promoting child rights. Additionally, allocating an appropriate number of qualified 

personnel, such as social workers, child protection officers, and legal experts, is essential to ensure 

effective implementation at the ground level. These personnel should receive proper training on 

child rights, legal frameworks, and best practices in child protection to enhance their capacity in 

executing their roles and responsibilities effectively. 

Furthermore, it is crucial to establish robust monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to ensure 

accountability and assess the progress of child rights implementation. Regular monitoring helps 

identify gaps, challenges, and areas requiring improvement, enabling timely interventions. 

Evaluation processes should be conducted to assess the impact and effectiveness of implemented 

policies, programs, and interventions, providing valuable insights for evidence-based decision-

making. Strengthening these mechanisms will enhance transparency, accountability, and the 

overall quality of child rights implementation in Bangladesh. 

To facilitate successful monitoring and evaluation, it is important to establish clear indicators and 

benchmarks for assessing progress, as well as reliable data collection and reporting systems. This 

includes developing standardized protocols and tools for data collection, analysis, and reporting. 

The involvement of relevant stakeholders, such as civil society organizations and independent 

monitoring bodies, can further enhance the credibility and objectivity of the monitoring and 

evaluation processes. By prioritizing adequate resources, training, and robust monitoring and 

evaluation mechanisms, Bangladesh can ensure effective enforcement of child rights and hold 

responsible entities accountable for their implementation. 

Promote inclusive policies 

Develop and implement policies that address social inequalities and discrimination, particularly 

gender-based disparities and the exclusion of marginalized groups. Ensure equal access to 

education, healthcare, and other essential services for all children, regardless of their background. 
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Strengthen enforcement mechanisms 

Improve coordination among law enforcement agencies, judicial bodies, and child protection 

agencies to enhance the enforcement of child rights laws. Establish specialized units to handle 

child rights violations, ensure swift legal proceedings, and provide support services for child 

victims. 

Foster international cooperation 

Collaborate with international organizations, donor agencies, and development partners to access 

technical expertise, funding, and knowledge sharing. Benefit from best practices and experiences 

of other countries in successfully implementing child rights. 

Empower children and promote child participation 

To unlock the full potential of child rights implementation in Bangladesh, it is crucial to encourage 

meaningful participation of children in decision-making processes that directly impact their lives. 

This can be achieved by creating opportunities for child-led initiatives and establishing child 

forums where children can voice their opinions, concerns, and ideas. By actively involving 

children in policy development and implementation, their perspectives and experiences can inform 

and shape effective strategies that address their specific needs and aspirations. It is essential to 

recognize children as active agents of change and provide them with platforms to contribute their 

unique insights, fostering a sense of ownership and empowerment. 

Furthermore, integrating child perspectives in policy development and implementation is vital to 

ensure that child rights are accurately represented and effectively addressed. Policymakers and 

practitioners should actively seek out the input of children through consultations, surveys, and 

participatory methods to understand their priorities and aspirations. By including child 

perspectives, policies and programs can become more contextually relevant, responsive, and 

impactful. This approach not only strengthens the implementation of child rights but also fosters a 

sense of inclusivity, promoting a society that values and respects the voices of its youngest 

members. 
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Strengthen data collection and research 

Invest in comprehensive data collection systems to gather accurate and reliable data on child rights 

indicators. Conduct research and studies to identify emerging challenges, evaluate the 

effectiveness of interventions, and inform evidence-based policy formulation. 

Strengthen collaboration and coordination 

Enhance collaboration among government agencies, civil society organizations, and non-

governmental organizations working on child rights issues. Foster partnerships to pool resources, 

share expertise, and collectively address the barriers to child rights implementation. 

Monitor and evaluate progress 

Establish a robust monitoring and evaluation framework to track progress, identify gaps, and 

ensure the effectiveness of interventions. Regularly assess the implementation of child rights laws 

and policies, and use findings to inform necessary adjustments and improvements. 

Promote community engagement and social mobilization 

Engage communities, religious leaders, and local influencers in advocating for child rights and 

challenging harmful cultural practices. Foster a culture of child protection and empowerment at 

the grassroots level. 

8. Conclusion 

In conclusion, this research sheds light on the barriers to the implementation of child rights in 

Bangladesh and presents a comprehensive analysis of the challenges faced in ensuring the full 

realization of children's rights. The study highlights the significance of addressing factors such as 

poverty, limited awareness, cultural norms, inadequate institutional capacity, weak enforcement 

mechanisms, social inequality, and discrimination. 

To overcome these barriers and promote effective implementation of child rights, it is crucial to 

prioritize key recommendations. These include enhancing awareness and understanding of child 
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rights, strengthening institutional capacity, promoting inclusive policies, and fostering 

international cooperation. Empowering children and promoting their participation, strengthening 

data collection and research, fostering collaboration and coordination, monitoring progress, and 

engaging communities are also critical strategies. 

By implementing these recommendations, Bangladesh can move closer to achieving 

comprehensive protection and fulfillment of child rights. This research provides valuable insights 

for policymakers, government agencies, civil society organizations, and stakeholders involved in 

child rights implementation. By collectively addressing these barriers, we can create an 

environment where children in Bangladesh can thrive, grow, and contribute to a brighter future for 

themselves and the nation as a whole. 
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