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SCHOOL CURRICULUM VIS-A-VIS LEGAL LITERACY

Akshat Chaudhary, Hidayatullah National Law University

“Legal literacy is not merely awareness of the law — it is the power to ponder,
evaluate, assess, accept or challenge before appropriate forum, any law or rule

made for us.”

In a democracy that begins with the words “We, the People, ” understanding the law should be
as fundamental as reading or writing. The legal literacy develops broader aspect of
togetherness, respect and equality before law. Yet, for most of the children, the law feels like a
distant, adult concept and something that is confined to courtrooms or the nightly news, not

something that shapes their everyday living.

The quote above captures what we often overlook: legal literacy is not about memorising the
laws or its jargon, but about cultivating the ability to think critically about justice, fairness,
equity and good conscience. In the world’s largest democracy, shouldn’t our youngest citizens

understand the very system that governs them?

This question becomes even more pertinent when we confront the realities of childhood in
India — child labour, cyberbullying, online scams, sexual abuse, disrespect , early marriage,
and exploitation. The knowledge of what is right and wrong, and what protections exist can

mean the difference between silence and justice.

It is time to ask: why isn’t legal literacy already a part of every child’s education?

The Missing Subject in Indian Classrooms

India’s school curriculum covers an impressive range from environmental science to moral

education. But one crucial subject remains conspicuously absent: the law.

Legal literacy is barely mentioned in textbooks, save for a few lines about fundamental rights
in civics lessons. A few progressive boards and private schools have introduced “Legal Studies”
at the higher secondary level, but for the vast majority of Indian students, law remains abstract

and intimidating.
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While schools teach values through moral science, they fail to teach the legal frameworks that
protect those very values. The result? A generation that understands what is right but not how

to claim it.

Legal literacy is that missing bridge — the link between knowing and doing, between ideals

and empowerment.

Why Legal Literacy for Children Matters?

Protecting Children from Exploitation

Legal literacy can be a child’s first shield.

Children are among society’s most vulnerable members — often unaware of their rights, unsure
of how to identify exploitation, and hesitant to speak up. Many do not know that the POCSO
Act protects them from sexual abuse, or that child labour and early marriage are punishable

offences.

Teaching children basic legal knowledge isn’t about overloading them with complex facts; it’s
about helping them recognise their rights and duties and when something is wrong — when
subjected to threatening, exploitation, assault, abuse, disrespect in private or society at large

and when a social media threat needs to be reported.

Lack of legal awareness often leads directly to deprivation and injustice. Legal literacy,
therefore, is not an abstract skill but a form of preventive justice — empowering children to

identify and report wrongs before they escalate.

Building Responsible and Informed Citizens

Legal literacy is not just about rights; it’s about responsibility.

When children learn about the law, they learn about justice, respect, togetherness, equity,
fairness, accountability, and civic duty. They begin to understand that laws are not shackles,

but instruments for maintaining balance in society.

Children have a right to know their rights. When they understand the laws that protect them,

they also develop respect for the rights of others. Imagine classrooms where students debate
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cyberbullying, environmental responsibility, or gender equality through the lens of law. Such

discussions would foster critical thinking, empathy, and democratic values.

When today’s students grow up knowing why laws exist and how justice works, they are more
likely to become law-abiding, participatory citizens — the kind of citizens democracy thrives

on.

Advancing Social and Economic Justice

Legal literacy is the foundation of equality.

For millions of children from marginalised communities, ignorance of the law perpetuates
injustice. A child unaware of the Right to Education Act may never protest a school expulsion.
Another who doesn’t understand labour laws may silently endure exploitation. A girl who

doesn’t know about her right to inheritance or protection from violence may never seek redress.

Knowledge of legal provisions — coupled with the ability to use them — enables people to

demand justice. This empowerment must start early, in classrooms.

Legal literacy is not about creating future lawyers; it’s about creating empowered individuals
who can say “no” to abuse, “yes” to justice, and “enough” to unfairness. It plants the seeds of

equality in young minds — ensuring that justice is not just a concept, but a lived experience.

Government Efforts and Policy Progress

The government has taken steps toward legal awareness, though most initiatives target adults

rather than schoolchildren.

The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has organised thousands of legal literacy
camps across India. Its outreach programs in schools and colleges — the Legal Literacy Clubs

— aim to introduce students to their rights and duties.

Some states have led by example. The Kerala State Legal Services Authority (KeLLSA) has
published a guidebook titled Lessons in Law, written in child-friendly language for CBSE
schools. It covers topics such as consumer rights, cyber safety, gender equality, and
environmental laws. KeLSA has also launched community awareness drives in tribal areas to

address early marriages and promote child rights.

Page: 5165



Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research Volume VII Issue V | ISSN: 2582-8878

States like Maharashtra, Delhi, and Tamil Nadu have introduced competitions and awareness
campaigns around legal rights for students. However, these are often one-off events rather than

integrated learning experiences.

To achieve long-term impact, legal literacy must move from extracurricular corners to the

core curriculum.

Lessons from Around the World

Globally, several countries have already embraced legal education as a core part of citizenship

learning.

In the United Kingdom, “Citizenship Education” is mandatory. Students learn about human
rights, the justice system, and civic participation. In Australia, “Legal Studies” is one of the
most popular secondary school subjects, helping students understand how laws are made and
applied. In the United States, civics classes teach constitutional rights, judicial processes, and

public duties.

These lessons are not designed to make children lawyers, but to help them become conscious
citizens. Students learn to respect the law, question injustice, and participate in society with

awareness.

India can easily adapt such models — developing content in local languages, using familiar
examples, and aligning them with the National Education Policy’s emphasis on life skills and

value-based learning.

The Way Forward: How to Build a Legally Literate Generation

If legal literacy is essential, how can India integrate it meaningfully into education? The

following steps can lay the foundation.

1. Integrate Legal Literacy into the Curriculum

Introduce legal education progressively from middle school onwards. Younger children can
learn through stories and discussions about fairness, while older students can explore topics
like consumer rights, digital safety, and child protection. Law need not be a subject — it can

be a theme woven into civics, social studies, and moral science.
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2. Establish Legal Literacy Clubs in Every School

Expand NALSA’s concept of Legal Literacy Clubs. These can serve as interactive spaces for
debates, poster-making, mock trials, or letter-writing campaigns. Making legal learning

participatory helps students internalise it more deeply.

3. Train Teachers as Legal Facilitators

Teachers must be empowered too. Many hesitate to teach legal concepts for fear of inaccuracy.
Workshops and toolkits — like KeLSA’s teacher resources — can prepare them to

communicate laws simply, accurately, and engagingly.

4. Use Creative, Child-Friendly Tools

Children learn best through stories and visuals. Comics, animations, board games, and theatre
can make the law accessible. For instance, a district campaign in Uttar Pradesh used a Snakes
& Ladders-style game to teach children about safety and rights — a perfect example of

creativity meeting purpose.

Another commendable step can be bringing books discussing legal protection for children in
school libraries. Literature written specifically for young readers, it breaks down complex legal
ideas into relatable, real-life scenarios. The books or any literature showing that legal literacy
can be engaging, age-appropriate, and empowering. Resources like this prove that children are
not too young to understand justice — they simply need it explained in ways that resonate with

their world.

5. Localise and Contextualise

Legal literacy should reflect local realities. Lessons in rural or extremely distant tribal areas
might focus more on child marriage and education, while urban schools can highlight

cybercrime and digital privacy. Local examples make learning relatable and effective.

The Role of Parents and Communities

Legal literacy doesn’t stop at school gates. Parents and communities play an equally vital role.

When parents understand the laws that safeguard their children — from education and nutrition
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to safety and digital privacy — they become allies in justice. Schools can host joint parent-
student sessions, film screenings, or awareness days to create a shared culture of legal

awareness.

When law becomes a household conversation, it ceases to be intimidating — it becomes

empowering.

A Call for Curriculum Reform

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 envisions holistic, values-based learning but
makes only passing mention of legal education. It’s time policymakers recognised legal literacy

as integral to life skills.

A subject as vital as law should not be left to optional clubs or scattered campaigns. It should
stand alongside moral science and environmental studies — shaping students who are both

ethically and legally aware.

Alegally literate generation would not only understand their rights but also contribute to a more

accountable, compassionate society.

Conclusion: From Courtrooms to Classrooms

Imagine an India where children grow up knowing that the law isn’t a distant power but a living

promise of fairness. Where every student understands that justice isn’t a privilege — it’s a right.

Legal literacy can make that vision real. It can teach a child to stand against abuse, guide
another to report cyberbullying, and inspire yet another to challenge corruption or

discrimination.

The law touches every aspect of life — from home to classroom, from street to screen. To

ignore it in education is to leave our children unarmed in a complex world.

India doesn’t just need more lawyers; it needs citizens who understand and value the law. And

that journey begins not in courtrooms, but in classrooms.

So, should legal literacy be taught in Indian schools? The answer, beyond all doubt, is yes —

because every child deserves to grow up not only protected by the law but empowered by it.
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