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ABSTRACT 

 

Transitional Justice has been popular in recent years as a means of dealing with 

previous wrongdoings. Its methods, which are based on the retributive-restorative 

justice dichotomy, have contributed differently to the societies in which they have 

been implemented.Theoretically and practically, trials (as a retributive form) and 

truth commissions, amnesties, and reparations (as a restorative form) confront 

several problems and criticisms. 

 

To make transitional justice more realistic, it is necessary to learn from all 

experiences and improve work on education, financing, planning, and evaluation 

of processes, contribute to social and political change, and spread the word about 

what is being done, combining different mechanisms whenever possible to 

achieve better results. 
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Introduction  

 

Promoting justice, reparation, and reconciliation after a war is a difficult undertaking that might 

take years to complete. However, systemic violations of human rights that go unaddressed are 

a cause of societal dissatisfaction and frequently lead to fresh bloodshed. To achieve long-term 

peace and well-functioning governments, it is critical to re-establish the rule of law following 

periods of conflict or authoritarianism. Transitional justice is a recourse to human rights 

breaches that are systematic or pervasive. It aims to give victims acknowledgment as well as 

promote peace, healing, and democracy.1 Transitional justice is not a particular type of justice, 

but rather justice tailored to the needs of communities undergoing transformation following a 

period of widespread human rights violations. These alterations can occur quickly in some 

situations, whereas they might take decades in others2.  

 

Objective of Transitional Justice  

 

The fundamental issue of transitional justice strategy is to successfully respond to previous 

abuse in ways that3:  

 

▪ establish the truth about what happened and why  

▪ acknowledge victims' suffering  

▪ hold offenders responsible  

▪ pay for past wrongs 

▪ and foster societal healing. 

 

It is indeed a challenging undertaking, but in countries moving from war to peace, many 

strategies have been created to handle each of these issues :  

 

▪ Criminal prosecutions  

 
1 Annan, K., UN Secretary-General, The Rule of Law in Conflict and Post-Conflict Societies, NY: United Nations 

(2004).  

2 Arthur, P. How Transitions Reshaped Human Rights: A Conceptual History of Transitional Justice‟, 31(2) 

Human Rights Quarterly, 321-367 (2009).  

3 Bell, C. , 3(1) Transitional Justice, Interdisciplinarity and the State of the “Field” or “Non-Field”‟, International 

Journal of Transitional Justice, 5-27 (2009).  
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▪ truth commissions  

▪ reparations and compensation schemes  

▪ methods for removing abusive people from public office are among them. 

 

Each may play an important part of an overall transitional justice plan, as determined by the 

specific circumstances of a conflict, the society seeking justice, and by popular priorities and 

demands. 

 

Basic Approaches of Transitional Justice  

 

 Many criteria, as well as the particular conditions of a time of abuse, go into determining 

whether transitional justice method or combination of processes is best for a certain country. 

Are the crimes widespread, or are they concentrated in a certain region or ethnic group? Is there 

a large number of perpetrators or just a few? Were the crimes committed by the government, 

militants, or both? Is the culprits still in power, or has there been a smooth transfer to a new 

administration? Is the state well-funded enough to put in place a system of justice? Are the 

courts trustworthy? Is it possible for the government to pay for individual reparations? 

 

Certain choices are more viable than others depending on the responses. The most crucial aspect 

is that any transitional justice process must be determined after a thorough examination of the 

conflict's conditions, as well as the positions and interests of victims, leaders, and the general 

public4. Comprehensive consultations and, preferably, public debate about various transitional 

justice solutions are the best ways to assess diverse groups' needs and perspectives. 

 

Some of the elements that influence the usefulness of various transitional justice methods are 

listed below. These are not hard and fast laws, but rather diverse perspectives on the subject. 

 

1 Criminal Prosecutions:  Prosecutions are the most direct form of accountability, and they 

function best when there are competent courts to handle trials — whether national, 

international, or hybrid. Because the number of prospective defendants implicated in previous 

atrocities is frequently huge, and prosecuting them all would be beyond the state's financial, 

 
4 Mallinder, L., Human Rights and Political Transitions: Bridging the Peace and Justice Divide, London: Hart 

Publishing (2008).  
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human, and political capabilities, the number of perpetrators who may be punished is normally 

limited5. To maintain prosecutions, there must be strong political will, which is sometimes 

absent while offenders or their political accomplices are still in power. Prosecutions take a long 

time and cost a lot of money, and they only deal with the offences of individual defendants. 

Successful prosecutions, on the other hand, make the most powerful message against impunity 

and indicate to victims that the new administration is prepared to make a clean break with the 

abusive past6.  

 

2. Truth Commissions : Truth commissions are well-suited to investigating extensive (and 

long-standing) patterns of abuse, as well as situations in which atrocities — whether perpetrated 

in secret by the government or in distant locations — are generally unknown. The goal of a 

truth commission is to determine the facts and reasons of systematic abuse in the most impartial 

manner possible, rather than to punish people directly7. Truth Commissions, as formal 

investigative organisations, need tremendous political will to put in place, and they are typically 

ineffective unless the commissioners are really independent of the parties involved in the 

conflict or abuse8. Truth commissions aren't just closed academic inquiries; they're a means for 

everyone in society to figure out exactly what type of abuses happened and why, as well as how 

to avoid them from happening again in the future, but in a non-criminal setting9. They should 

be created as a result of broad public discussions, and their activities frequently operate best 

when they entail significant public outreach and participation. 

 

3. Reparations and Compensation : Reparations and compensation for conflict victims are 

frequently requested, but they are also the most difficult to obtain - especially when the 

government has limited resources to allocate as compensation. Victims must be identified, their 

 
5 Mayer-Rieckh, A. and Duthie, R., Enhancing Justice and Development Through Justice-Sensitive Security Sector 

Reform in De Greiff, P. and Duthie, R. (eds.) (2009), Transitional Justice and Development: Making Connections, 

NY: Social Sciences Research Council, 214-249 (2009).  

6 Handbook on Security System Reform: Supporting Security and Justice, OECD, (2007).  

7 Mendez, J., Accountability for Past Abuses, 19(2)  Human Rights Quarterly, 255-282 (1997).  

8 D. Orentlicher, Settling Accounts: The Duty to Prosecute Human Rights Violations of a Prior Regime, Yale Law 

Journal, 2537-2615 (1991).  

9 N.Roht-Arriaza, and J Mriezcurrna, Transitional Justice in the Twenty-First Century: Beyond Truth Versus 

Justice, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (2006).  
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injuries assessed (for example, what is fair recompense for the mother of a killed child or a 

torture survivor?) and resources must be available to offer some kind of payment or in-kind 

service to the aggrieved person for reparations to function properly10. To make these 

evaluations, reparations might be linked to the work of a truth commission. Compensation 

might be symbolic (a monument or an apology), in-kind (free health or education benefits), or 

monetary (recognising that no amount of money can entirely compensate for emotional loss). 

Reparations are a strong tool for assisting victims of war in their recovery, but they may also 

cause divisiveness when one group is given preference for reparations over others who may be 

entitled to them11. 

 

Although these projects are widely recognised as serving as a foundation for transitional justice 

efforts, they are by no means exhaustive. Many communities have come up with new ways to 

deal with previous abuse, which is one of the reasons why the field has grown in strength and 

diversity throughout time. 

 

Issues and Challenges of Transitional Justice  

 

The field has developed a strong foundation in international law as it has grown and varied. 

The 1988 judgement of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the case of Velásquez 

Rodrguez v. Honduras12, in which the court determined that all nations have four fundamental 

duties in the field of human rights, is part of the legal basis for transitional justice. These are 

the following:  

 

▪ To take reasonable steps to prevent human rights violation 

▪ To conduct investigation of violations when they occur 

▪ To impose suitable sanctions on those responsible for the violations 

▪ To ensure reparation for the victims of the violation  

 
10 Roht-Arriaza, N. and Orlovsky, K. (2009), A Complementary Relationship: Reparations and Development in 

P. De Greiff, and R. Duthie, Transitional Justice and Development: Making Connections, NY: Social Sciences 

Research Council, 170-213 (2009).  

11 C. Sandoval and M. Duttwiler, Redressing Non Pecuniary Damages of Torture Survivors: The Practice of the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights‟ in Gilbert, G., Hampson, F. and Sandoval, C., The Delivery of Human 

Rights, London: Routledge, 114-136 (2010).  

12 (1989) 28 ILM 291. 
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Different mechanisms of transitional justice exist, ranging from retributive to restorative justice 

to social justice transformations, such as structural reforms, which are ostensibly the best 

solutions for each case, but are surrounded by harsh criticisms of political, social, and economic 

decisions.13 As a result, there is a need to summarise the mechanisms of trials (as a retributive 

justice solution) and truth commissions, amnesties and reparations (as restorative measures), 

characterise their main issues, and propose some challenges and approaches to the problems 

that may arise from their implementation, as well as their final results14. 

 

Trials  

 

The use of trials as an instrument for achieving peace and reconciliation has received a lot of 

support, but it's also gotten a lot of criticism. For those who support trials, offences that fall 

under the international crimes category have an erga omnes responsibility to be pursued, which 

indicates that nations have a particular need to hold trials for human rights abuses (such as 

genocide or disappearances)15. This responsibility stems from international treaties such as the 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide16, the Geneva Convention, 194917, 

the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment18, and other similar conventions. 

 

These theories have been put into reality in the framework of transitional justice, with the 

establishment of several tribunals to try those who are accountable for serious human rights 

crimes. Domestic courts (using traditional domestic tribunals that are part of the formal judicial 

system), international courts (based on international law and created by the UN, such as ad hoc 

 
13 Amstutz, Mark R. - The Healing of Nations: The Promise and Limits of Political Forgiveness. Rowman & 

Littlefield, (2005).  
14 Sandoval, C., The Concepts Of “Injured Party” And “Victim” of Gross Human Rights Violations in the 

Jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights: A Commentary on their Implications for 

Reparations‟ in Ferstman, C., Goetz, M. and Stephens, A., Reparations for Victims of Genocide, War Crimes and 

Crimes against Humanity: Systems in Place and Systems in the Making, The Netherlands: Martinus Nijhoff 

Publishers, 243-282 (2009).  

15 M.C. Bassiouni, 59 (4) International Crimes: “ Jus Cogens and Obligation Erga Omnes”. Law and Contemporary 

Problems, 63–74 (1996).  
16 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,  9 December 1948, 78 UNTS 277.  
17 Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention), 

12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 287. 
18 Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 10 December 

1984, 1465 UNTS 85. 
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tribunals, the International Criminal Court (hereinafter, ICC), or hybrid courts), and courts 

based on country traditions are the three types of institutions that have conducted human rights 

trials (like the gacaca courts in Rwanda, or the slaughtering of the goat in Uganda). Despite the 

fact that each remedy was chosen to address unique situations of enormous human rights 

abuses, the solutions are not universally recognised and lack consensus among researchers, 

investigators, attorneys, and experts on international criminal law and humanitarian law19. 

These solutions frequently raise questions about legitimacy, public perceptions of justice (such 

as public awareness of the tribunal's work and the selection of those who will stand trial), 

respect for human rights procedures (both for victims and perpetrators), and issues relating to 

the creation of tribunals and their inability to deal with political issues that obstruct justice20. 

 

When it comes to legitimacy, one of the most prevalent objections is the concept of victor's 

justice, which has been around since the Nuremberg Trials. The idea of the victor deciding who 

will be tried and how will they be tried is an issue that directly affects the legitimacy of trials 

and conveys the idea of lack of transparency, neutrality, and disregard for equality. For 

example, the Iraqi occupation and Saddam Hussein's trial were heavily criticised on this issue, 

because the Coalition Provisional Authority (hereinafter, CPA) interfered directly in the 

creation of the statute of limitations21. As it was formed by the United Nations (hereinafter, 

UN), the International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia (hereinafter, ICTY) was one of the 

first attempts to discard this notion in order to overcome these criticisms. Unfortunately, this 

fundamental goal was not realised because mainly Serbs were tried, and the majority of 

opinions about the tribunal's performance were negative. On the other side, a court's legitimacy 

might be harmed if it only deals with certain situations or locations22. The Worldwide Criminal 

Court (ICC) and international criticism of the ICC's significant African provenience of its cases, 

as well as the fact that great countries such as China, Russia, and the United States have refused 

to join the Rome Statute as state parties, are two examples. 

 

One could argue that tribunals must represent values such as fairness, impartiality, and 

independence, but it is difficult for the population to have a positive perception and sense of 

 
19 Antoine Buyse, 68 Lost and Regained ? Restitution as a Remedy for Human Rights Violations in the Context 

of International Law. Heidelberg Journal of International Law. 129–153 (2008). 
20 Charles T. Call, 11(1) Is Transitional Justice Really Just? Brown Journal of World Affairs. (2004). 
21 Kerry Clamp, Jonathan Doak , More than Words: Restorative Justice Concepts in Transitional Justice Settings. 

12(3) International Criminal Law Review. 339–360 (2012).  
22 C. Correa, J. Guillerot, L. Magarrell. - Reparations and victim participation: A look at the truth commission 

experience, International Center for Transitional Justice. (2009). 
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justice when the trials are held in places they are unfamiliar with, and their main opinion is that 

the trials should be conducted in their own country, political or military.  

 

Respect for human rights processes (both for victims and perpetrators) is a crucial problem, 

because neglecting some fundamental principles, such as victims' right to be heard and their 

right to justice (both legal and civil), can be construed as a denial of justice. On the other hand, 

the lack of a right to a proper defence for perpetrators, criticisms of retroactive convictions, and 

violations of principles23 such as nullem crimen sinne lege previa certa or ne bis in idem, 

transform a mechanism that is supposed to address justice and contribute to reconciliation, 

peace, and guarantees of non-repetition, into a mechanism that is meant to be used in revenge 

and without the expected results in societies. 

 

In terms of the establishment, operation, and funding of tribunals, it may be said that a tribunal 

cannot function without a suitable legislation, appropriate people, and financial resources. The 

main principles of international, criminal, and humanitarian law have been incorporated in their 

elaboration, and sometimes the best of the main law traditions (civil law and common law, like 

the ICC or the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (hereinafter, ECCC), which 

offers a rich approach and wide range of procedures) have been brought together in their 

elaboration (like the civil participation of victims or the existence of an investigation judge)24. 

The flaws with these structures frequently arise in practical situations: prolonged investigations, 

antithetical procedures that derive from the different law families (causing problems in aspects 

like the concept of presumption of innocence or the use of the rules of evidence.  

 

In light of the debates, it may be concluded that trials are not the answer, but rather a component 

of it. It is not suggested that trials take place when there is still a military conflict, or when the 

trials might cause additional harm and perpetuate conflict (of course, this is a choice that can 

be social or political). When it is agreed that trials be part of the solution to achieve justice and 

reconciliation, several requirements must be met: trials should be held at the location where the 

crimes were committed, if possible25. When trials are conducted in foreign nations, people do 

not regard them as effective justice. According to these observations, and given the 

 
23  Jennifer Moore, Transforming societies after violence: conceptualizing and contextualizing transitional justice 

in Africa. The University of New Mexico - School of Law. 20 Legal Studies Research Paper Series. 1–37 (2015). 
24  Yasmin Naqvi, Amnesty for war crimes: Defining the limits of international recognition. 85 (851) International 

Review of the Red Cross. 583 (2003).  
25 Ibid.  
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circumstances of each individual nation, a hybrid or local trial should be preferred, with the 

ICC serving as a backup alternative based on its concept of complementarity (as referred in 

article 1 of the Rome Statute). 

 

When ICC is not a possibility due to a variety of factors, the idea of complementarity can be 

used to great effect. In terms of the court's heritage and highly qualified people, it can help 

nations in transition to democracy restore the rule of law and strengthen their domestic judicial 

institutions (developing proper law and statutes complying with human rights protection of 

victims and perpetrators).  

 

Following the purpose of a legacy, we propose that international tribunals, as well as domestic 

ones dealing with major aggressions, have statutory provisions for assistance, the construction 

of a legacy, and education programmes (not just for professionals, but for the general public) 

to ensure that the court's work continues after the trials are completed. 

 

All of these points are minor recommendations that might contribute to a shift in the 

international justice paradigm. Even minor efforts confront challenges such as a lack of political 

will (since justice and politics are intertwined in many ways, and political agendas have 

different objectives), and economic concerns (because funding tribunals is a key factor). A 

judicial reform to establish a domestic or hybrid tribunal necessitates significant financial 

resources (justice is frequently a low priority compared to social necessities) and peace issues26 

(it is difficult to implement a judicial reform when a country is at war). 

 

Truth Commissions 

Truth Commissions are an excellent approach to establish a communal memory of the past that 

emerges from the official and public acknowledgement of past atrocities. A Truth 

Commission's aim is not to substitute a trial, but to examine the scope of enormous human 

rights crimes outside of the logical framework of a legal procedure27. Truth commissions are 

typically established in times of transition, when governmental institutions tasked with 

 
26  J. Sarkins,  Enhancing the Legitimacy, Status, and Role of the International Criminal Court Globally by Using 

Transitional Justice and Restorative Justice Strategies, 6 Interdisciplinary Journal of Human Rights Law,  83–102 

(2012).  
27  Mark Freeman, Truth Commissions and Procedural Fairness, Cambridge University Press, (2006). 
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upholding the rule of law are weak, corrupted, or non-existent, and victims are preoccupied 

with satisfying their most basic needs.  

Despite the fact that each country and conflict has its own characteristics, truth commissions 

have been used as a mechanism of truth and reconciliation to avoid the deflagration of violence 

that is often associated with retributive mechanisms (such as trials or purges), because existing 

legal structures lack the necessary conditions (infrastructures or specialised personnel) to 

conduct trials and also to end28. An investigation into the past in order to distinguish the new 

government's policies from those of the previous administration and to emphasise a new era of 

respect for human rights. 

Regardless of the setting, there are several considerations that should not be overlooked while 

creating a truth commission, and they may be divided into three categories: the panel's 

establishment, its scope, and the commissioners' selection.  

The commission's creation should take into account the acknowledgment and correction of 

human rights violations. Its structure must be well defined and effectively supported in a legal 

and administrative framework that allows it to function and provide appropriate assistance to 

all members in order to achieve its goals. The commission must defend the equity between 

victims, witnesses, and perpetrators in terms of access to means of proof and professional 

assistance in its rules or statutes, as well as define clearly the principles and orientations of the 

investigations, particularly their objective, so that the expectations of all parties involved are 

not disappointed. The commission shall provide a final report with the key findings and future 

suggestions (which should be monitored to see if they were implemented or not) at the 

conclusion of its work, as well as contribute to the promotion of the commission's work29. All 

of the commission's activities, particularly during the hearings, should be extensively 

publicised across the country, using media such as radio, television, and newspapers.  

In terms of scope, the commission should have a well-defined mandate that specifies the 

temporal scopes, which offences are included and excluded from the investigations, as well as 

the jurisdictions where breaches occurred and the parties who will be investigated. 

 
28 Priscilla B. Hayner,  Unspeakable Truths: Transitional Justice and the Challenge of Truth Commissions, Taylor 

& Francis, (2010).  
29 Lisa J. Laplante,  Kimberly Theidon, Truth with Consequences: Justice and Reparations in Post-Truth 

Commission Peru. 29(1) Human Rights Quarterly. 228-250 (2007).  
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The commissioners should be appointed on the basis of their political independence, honesty, 

and expertise. This author also proposes that the requirements include representation for diverse 

areas, «ethnic groups, social minorities, women, and other demographic groupings» for reasons 

of justice and equity. The commissioners' statute, as well as the remuneration, attributions, 

tasks, and conditions for their removal, should be considered.  

In conclusion, truth commissions should be established when social and political conditions 

permit, in order to achieve objectives of stability, acknowledgment of wrongdoings, and 

averting conflict, when trials have failed to produce positive results (for reasons related to the 

impact of punishment in society, or a lack of infrastructure that prevents trials from taking 

place), and when trials have failed to produce positive results (for reasons related to the impact 

of punishment in society, or a lack of infrastructure that prevents trials from taking place)30. 

The truth commission's organisation should have adequate resources in terms of time, money, 

staff, and political stability in order for the commissioners' job to be completed and 

investigations to be as thorough as possible. The third point to consider is the necessity for a 

final assessment of the commission's work, because many crimes remain unsolved owing to 

the extent of the inquiry, and societal changes continue to be made. 

Reparations 

The word repair implies to "put anything that is damaged, broken, or not operating correctly 

back into good shape or make it work again," as well as to "do something to make it right" if 

something has been done incorrectly or harmfully. When significant human rights breaches 

occur, reparations are one of the five pillars of transitional justice and constitute an essential 

topic in addressing the victims' needs. Reparations also provide victims with the opportunity 

to have a better future, which can help to ease their prior suffering.  

In its preamble, law instruments such as the Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to 

Remedy and Reparation for Victims recognise the right of victims «to benefit from remedies 

and reparation» and prescribe as an obligation of state parties to provide effective remedies to 

victims, including reparation, which should include restitution, compensation, and 

rehabilitation. The Rome Statute compels the court to adopt principles pertaining to reparations 

 
30  Jeremy Sarkins,  An Evaluation of the South African Amnesty Process. E.m. Audrey Chapman, Hugo Van De 

Merwe (Ed.) - Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa: Did the TRC Deliver?  University of Pennsylvania Press, 

(2008).  
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to, or in respect of, victims, including restitution, compensation, and rehabilitation in article 75 

of the Rome Statute, but also adds to the “reparations principles, relating to reparations to, or 

in respect of, victims, including restitution, compensation and rehabilitation.” 

The fact that reparations can be impossible or disproportionate, when compared to 

compensation, leads to financial compensation that cannot achieve the main purpose of healing 

and the return to the status quo ante the violations, and the Basic Principles considered them a 

preferable means, leads to financial compensation that cannot achieve the main purpose of 

healing and the return to the status quo ante the violations.  

When it comes to compensations, they typically entail the payment of a quantity of money that 

is appropriate and equal to the loss incurred by the victims, with the caveat that "compensation 

can only offer something similar in value to that which is lost."31 Damages and significant 

injuries, such as bodily or medical harms, as well as moral harms, may be compensated. 

Rehabilitation is defined as "the action of returning someone to health or a normal life through 

training and therapy after incarceration, addiction, or illness."32 In the context of transitional 

justice, this definition can be interpreted in two ways: physical and moral/psychological 

rehabilitation (as a narrow approach) and holistic rehabilitation (as a broad approach). Both 

techniques have been incorporated into the rehabilitation idea of most international law 

instruments, and their relevance in any restitution programme should not be overlooked. 

In terms of restitution, the United Nations Basic Principles believe that this effect is an essential 

element of reparations and can help establish peace. However, if governments do not engage 

in redressing rights, communities would disintegrate since no one is truly responsible for 

abuses. According to the United Nations Basic Principles, satisfaction consists of a set of 

outcomes that reparations should achieve, such as effectiveness (dealing with the cessation of 

violations), verification of the facts, and their full and public disclosure; by searching (for the 

missing, to learn what happened, to recover the abducted, and so on) and by restoring dignity 

(through public declarations or judicial decisions). 

 
31 Jeremy Sarkin,  Providing reparations in Uganda - Substantive recommendations for implementing reparations 

in the aftermath of the conflicts over the last few decades, 12 African Human Rights Law Journal. 526–552 (2014).  
32 Martien Schotsman,  Victims expectations, needs and expectations after gross and systematic violations. Em 

Feyter Koen (Ed.) Out of the Ashes: Reparation for Victims of Gross and Systematic Human Rights Violations. 

522 Intersentia, 2005.  
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As a result, in order to cope with victims' expectations, it's crucial to first get access to them in 

order to include their requirements into reparation programmes, which may be done by 

allowing individuals to participate in these evaluations. On the other side, restitution initiatives 

should be as open as possible, so that communities understand why their needs were not met 

and do not suffer negative repercussions. Finally, restitution programmes should only offer 

what they can actually achieve: if the plans fail to provide what was promised to the victims, 

all of the good intentions of reparation programmes are jeopardised, and all of the goals of 

reparation are missed. 

The Way Forward  

Transitional justice systems serve a variety of objectives, and the decision of which is best for 

each situation should be based on the unique characteristics of each nation. However, the choice 

should take into account a number of factors that might help to the achievement of the set goals.  

The first issue is about education. Education has a significant impact on society transformation 

because citizens who are aware of what is going on have a better understanding of the processes, 

are more interested in participating in activities, and contribute their opinions to the success, 

which is the main goal of any democratic transition. The state should go out and collect people's 

ideas on what they want, show them what can be done, and include them in the process so that 

they can more readily support it33. This stage cannot be completed with the whole population 

of a country, thus community leaders should be picked for a position that interacts with both 

governmental organisations and the local people at the same time. It's also vital for people to 

know what's going on throughout the investigations and hearings, so the state may help by 

making an effort to ensure that information reaches the public and that they understand the 

processes (trough the most used forms of communications in the country, such as the radio, the 

newspapers, the television). Following the processes, education is essentially about creating a 

legacy for them, by incorporating these chapters of history into school programmes, 

implementing commemoration dates, creating special events for celebrations, erecting 

memorials for the victims, and putting the names of important people on the streets. The 

ultimate aim of population enrolment is, of course, the legitimacy of the decisions, which is a 

critical component of any mechanism's success. 

 
33  Ruti G.Teitel,  Transitional Justice, Oxford University Press (2002). 
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The second item to consider is how any procedure would be funded. The implementation of 

any type of transitional justice process necessitates a significant amount of resources, such as 

personnel and infrastructure. Financing such procedures may be a significant undertaking for a 

state that is reconstructing itself while juggling several objectives. When nations decide to 

execute a transitional justice process, they must not only acquire the means to fund it, but they 

must also enlist the help of foreign countries and international organisations. 

The third issue concerns planning and evaluation, as all of the methods we examined failed. 

Planning a plan should include both communities and states with appropriate procedures for 

essential matters such as social, political, and economic decisions, as well as fundamental 

transitional justice objectives such as reconciliation and non-repetition guarantees34. A well-

executed plan should take into account the requirement for appropriate tactics during the 

processes while also taking into account the expectations of all stakeholders. Finally, any 

process must be evaluated at every stage of its execution, as well as a final assessment to 

determine what went wrong, so policies can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of 

the processes, as well as to assist in making more political, economic, and social decisions (such 

as improving rights and implementing social and judicial reforms), and to leave some 

theoretical issues behind. 

The fourth factor to examine is social and political change, because breaches affect not only 

human rights but also economic and social rights. Transitional justice systems should strive to 

prevent recurrence, and they can assist the state establish institutions that can help strengthen 

all rights while also contributing to a country's social and economic progress. 

Conclusion 

Since some forms of transitional justice can have better results alone, or in combination, 

depending on the social, economic, and political situation of the country (it is easier to 

implement some mechanisms in economically stable countries, and it is harder to do so when 

countries are still facing war), the choice of the appropriate mechanism should result from 

strategically planned decisions. The search for a comprehensive strategy that simultaneously 

addresses victim needs, makes justice, and achieves peace and reconciliation is a significant 

 
34 Eric Stover, Harvey M. Weinstein,  My Neighbor, My Enemy: Justice and Community in the Aftermath of Mass 

Atrocity, Cambridge University Press, (2004). 
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idea that nations should consider. This method has the potential to reach a larger number of 

victims, improve credibility, and bring the procedures closer to the main stakeholders.  

Transitional justice may be more realistic in light of these considerations. These issues are new 

in the ways of dealing with the past and the new vision of states' futures, because there is a 

realisation of the need of such processes for states to attain stability and contribute to their 

social progress. Addressing victims' needs and assisting them in processing their sorrow is a 

real demonstration of social responsibility, but it is also the only way to move on after human 

rights violations. 
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