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ABSTRACT 

The world is under the severe threat of  'climate catastrophe'. The Climate change 

is considered as the most serious global emergency that goes beyond national borders. 

A number of world conference on this issue were held with minimum success. And 

after that the Paris Agreement was adopted. The historic Paris Agreement is a legally 

binding international treaty within the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC), on climate change mitigation, adaptation, 

and finance. It was adopted by 196 parties at the 21st Conference of Parties in Le 

Bourget, near Paris, France, on December 12, 2015, and was enforced on 

November 4, 2016. As of March 2021, 191 members of the UNFCCC are parties 

to the agreement.  

The historic Paris Agreement provides a durable and constructive new framework 

guiding the global effort for decades to come. The crucial purpose of the Paris 

Agreement’s is to strengthen the global response to the threat of global climate 

change. This agreement targets the global temperature rise this century well below 

2 degrees Celsius. Under this agreement, it has been mandated that the rich 

countries will help poorer nations by providing "climate finance" to adapt to 

climate change and switch to renewable energy. The plan is to make a climate-

neutral world where there will not be any threat to the environment by men.   

My paper will focus on the role of India as to how it is planning to implement the 

Paris Agreement in our country and takes a leading role in regard to save the green 

earth on the planet and uphold Human Rights. 
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I. Introduction: 

“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's need, but not every man's greed.”    

                                                                                                                      Mahatma Gandhi      

When the ‘Global warming’ is threatening the world to perish, then the Paris Agreement on 

Climate Change is a significant milestone in regard to the environment protection movement. 

Out of many a world conference this agreement is historic for it has set 'bottom up' structure. 

While the other most international environmental law treaties are 'top down'. And India being 

one of the signatories in this conference is trying to maintain its international commitment. 

Environment protection and Human Rights go hand in hand. Human rights can be guaranteed 

only when an eco-friendly environment can be created. 

The people of the world are living in a High-tech civilization today. Technology has developed 

to a large extent to facilitate human living in day-to-day life. Since one’s birth to death, from 

morning to night we are in the world of the rapid development of Scientific innovations in all 

walks of life. These innovations have many advantages, which brings some disadvantages too. 

These developments to a large extent have endangered the human existence itself. The scientific 

innovations and the environmental issues are now on the crossroads. Some serious issues of 

climate change are causing havoc on the society.  It is already affecting the agriculture, causing 

floods, storms and droughts that are more frequent and more severe. The rainfall is becoming 

more uncertain and gradually raising the sea level. All the small island states are sinking 

beneath the waves. The millions of people are being affected with extreme weather in different 

parts of the world.   

Debates, discussions on the issue of climate change have been going on down the decades in 

both national and international level. Though expected outcome has not been achieved so far, 

still there is a ray of hope since the leaders of the countries are pondering and trying to take 

some role. Newer phenomena on environmental issues like climate change, biodiversity and 

biosafety, desertification, agriculture and seeds on the one hand and trade and investment 

following liberalization policy on the other have been made to implement the global policies 

related to sustainable development. The conflict between development and the issue of 

environment is a serious talk of the time. Development is required but not at the cost of the 

human existence.  

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
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II. What Is the Paris Agreement? 

Debated over two weeks, the Paris Agreement is a landmark legally binding international treaty 

within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Le 

Bourget, near Paris, France. It was the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP 21). The Agreement 

made a significant turning point for global climate action. It is because the world leaders for 

the first time came to a consensus on an accord that comprised of commitments by a number 

of 196 nations to combat climate change and adapt to its impacts. Implementation of the treaty 

is very important for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.  This conference 

provided a roadmap for taking climate actions, which will reduce emissions and build climate 

resilience. 196 state parties adopted this treaty finally at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 2015 

and it entered into force on 4 November 2016. The Agreement radically marks the beginning of 

a shift towards a low-carbon world mitigation, adaptation, and finance. The final agreement 

comprises of 31 pages, with an 11 page legally binding part and a 20-page set of “decisions” 

taken by the assembled delegates in the conference. 

 

III. Parties to adopt the Paris Agreement: 

Till March of 2021, the Paris Agreement has been discussed, debated and negotiated by the 

representatives of 196 states at the 21st Conference of the Parties. Of the six UNFCCC member 

states which have not ratified the agreement so far, the only major emitters 

are Iran, Iraq and Turkey. But Iraq's President has approved that country's accession in the 

treaty. Since the year 2015, 197 countries, nearly every nation on earth, with being the last 

signatory being war-torn Syria—have endorsed the historic Paris Agreement. Among them, 

190 states have solidified their support with formal approval to the conference. This treaty 

could not take effect in the true sense, until at least 55 big emitter nations representing at least 

55 percent of global emissions had formally joined. One of the big polluter the US president 

Donald Trump has claimed global climate change as a “hoax” and announced in June 2017 his 

intent to withdraw the US from the Paris Agreement and officially pulled the country out on 

November 4, 2020. But. on the first day, Joe Biden, the newly elected president of the 

US formally started the 30-day process to re-join the Paris Agreement, effective from February, 

2019. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_the_Middle_East_and_North_Africa#Iran
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https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXVII-7-d&chapter=27&clang=_en
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IV. History of the Paris Agreement 

After the first Conference of the Parties in the year 1995, The Kyoto Protocol was adopted. 

This Protocol is an international treaty that lengthens the 1992 United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate (UNFCC) Change adopted in Kyoto. It was implemented since 2005.  

This conference urged the nations to make the commitments that state parties made to reduce 

GHG emissions. The member parties recognized the fact that the threat of GHG emissions to 

global warming is really alarming and how human activities had been increasing these 

emissions. That is, the purpose of this protocol was to ensure the stabilization of the greenhouse 

gases (GHG). The concentrations (specifically CO2, methane, nitrous oxide, sulphur 

hexafluoride, hydrofluorocarbons and perfluorocarbons) in the atmosphere should be at such a 

level that prevents dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system of the earth. 

The Kyoto Protocol, adopted in 1997, regulated greenhouse gas emissions reductions for a 

limited set of nations from 2008 to 2012. In the Doha Amendment in 2012, the decision of 

extending the protocol till 2020 was accepted. The US decided not to ratify the Protocol, mainly 

due to its legally-binding nature. This treaty along with distributional conflict, led to failures of 

subsequent international climate negotiations. The 2009 round of negotiations were intended 

to supply a successor treaty of Kyoto, but the resulting Copenhagen Accord was not legally 

binding and did not get adopted universally. This conference became a big failure. A new 

initiative regained momentum under the leadership of UNFCCC executive secretary Christiana 

Figueres.  

 

V. Paradigm shift from Kyoto Protocol to the Paris Agreement 

The Paris Agreement features a 'bottom up' structure in contrast to most of the 

international environmental law treaties, which are 'top down'. This treaty was characterized by 

standards and targets decided internationally for the implementation by the states. The Kyoto 

Protocol settled some commitment targets that had legal force. The Paris Agreement on the 

other hand, with its emphasis on consensus building, allows for voluntary and nationally 

determined targets. The specific climate goals are thus politically encouraged, instead of legally 

bound. The processes for governing the reporting and review of these goals have been legally 

bound under international law. This structure is particularly notable for the United States.  

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyoto_Protocol
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These are not any legal mitigation or finance targets. This is taken into account an "executive 

agreement instead of a treaty". Because the UNFCCC treaty of 1992 received the consent of 

the United States Senate, this new agreement does not require further legislation from Congress.  

One of the other differences between the Paris Agreement and the Kyoto Protocol is their scope. 

The Kyoto Protocol differentiated between Annex-1 and non-Annex-1 countries, but this 

division has been wiped out in the Paris Agreement, because all parties have been mandated to 

submit plans of emissions reductions. The Paris Agreement stresses upon the need of the 

principle of "Common but Differentiated Responsibility and Respective Capabilities", the 

acknowledgement that different nations have different capacities and duties to climate action 

but it does not fix up the specific division on strict sense between developed and developing 

nations of the world.  

 

VI. The salient Features of the Paris Agreement: 

The Paris Agreement is regarded as a landmark among the nations of the world for global 

climate change process. A number of the key aspects of the Agreement are given below: 

1. Long-term basis temperature goal (Art. 2): The Paris Agreement in a unique way seeks 

to strengthen the worldwide response to global climate change. It has reaffirmed the goal of 

limiting global temperature increase to well below 2 degrees Celsius, while taking initiatives 

to limit the rise to 1.5 degrees. 

2. The Global peaking and 'climate neutrality' (Art. 4): To reach to meet this temperature 

goal, the nations have set the goal to achieve in global peaking of greenhouse emissions (GHGs) 

as soon as possible. The conference has agreed to the fact that peaking will take long time for 

developing country Parties. So, the pact aims to achieve a balance between anthropogenic 

emissions by sources and removals by sinks of GHGs by the shortest time in future. 

3. Mitigation (Art. 4): 

This Agreement establishes legally binding commitments by all nations to organize, 

communicate and maintain a nationally determined contribution (NDC) and to undertake 

domestic measures internally to realize them. This pact also makes it mandatory that Parties 

shall communicate their NDCs every 5 years and provide information to the UN as it is 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
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necessary for clarity and transparency. To set a strong footing for higher ambition, each 

successive NDC will represent a better target beyond the previous one and must reflect the best 

possible ambition. The developed countries need to take the leading role by undertaking 

absolute economy-wide reduction targets. Simultaneously, the developing countries should 

continue the progressing their mitigation efforts.  

4. The Sinks and reservoirs (Art.5): For the betterment of the climate control the Agreement 

also mentions encouraging the Parties to conserve and enhance, as much as possible, the sinks 

and reservoirs of GHGs as mentioned in Article 4, paragraph 1(d) of the Convention, including 

forests of the countries.  

5. The Voluntary cooperation or Market- and non-market-based approaches (Art. 6):  

The Paris Treaty recognizes the likelihood of voluntary cooperation among Parties to permit 

for higher ambition and it sets out principles. This includes environmental integrity, 

transparency and robust accounting for any cooperation that includes internationally exchange 

of mitigation outcomes. This establishes a process to contribute to the mitigation of the 

emissions of GHG and supports the sustainable development, and also defines a framework for 

the concept of non-market approaches to sustainable development of the world. 

6. The Adaptation (Art. 7):  The Agreement makes the provision for a global goal on 

adaptation also. The treaty talks about enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience 

and reducing vulnerability to global climate change within the context of the temperature goal 

of the conference. It targets to significantly strengthen the efforts of the national adaptation 

capability, including through the support and cooperation internationally. It admits that 

adaptation is a global challenge faced by many countries.  

7. The Loss and damage (Art. 8): The newer issue that emerged as a focus point within the 

Paris negotiations rose from the fact that a lot of the worst effects of global climate change are 

going to be too severe or come too quickly to be avoided by adaptation measures. The Paris 

Agreement specifically acknowledges the necessity to deal with loss and damage of this type, 

and aims to seek out appropriate responses. It determines that the loss and damage can take 

various forms both as immediate impacts from extreme weather events, and slow onset impacts, 

like the loss of land to sea-level rise for low-lying islands. 

 

https://www.ijllr.com/
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8. The Finance, technology and capacity-building support (Art. 9, 10 and 11):  The Paris 

Conference reconfirms the duties of the developed countries to support the attempts of the 

developing country Parties to build the clean, climate-resilient futures.  This is for the first time 

this agreement encourages voluntary contributions by other Parties. The agreement also states 

that the Financial Mechanism of the Convention, including the Green Climate Fund (GCF), 

will surely serve the Agreement. The necessity of international cooperation among countries 

on climate-safe technology development and transferring and building capacity within the 

developing countries are also to be strengthened.  

9. The Climate change education, training, public awareness, public participation and 

public access to information (Art 12): As per the article 12 of the agreement, the Climate 

change education, training, public awareness, public participation and public access to 

information has been given due importance for its enhancement. The necessity on imparting 

stress on the Climate change education, training, public awareness, participation and access to 

information (Art 12) is additionally to be enhanced under the pact. 

10. The Transparency (Art. 13), implementation and compliance (Art. 15) – The Paris 

Conference relies on a strong transparency and accounting system for clarification on action 

and support by Parties, with the flexibility of having different capabilities by each party. In 

addition to the task of reporting, preparing information on mitigation, adaptation and support, 

the Agreement also mandates the information submitted by each Party will undergo through 

international technical expert review.  

11. The Global Stocktake (Art. 14): As per the article 14 of the Agreement, the countries must 

enhance their target each five years. For measuring this, the agreement made the provision for 

assessing the Global Stocktake, which evaluates progress. So, this Paris Agreement is a unique 

venture in making provision to revise the pledges in the year 2018. The conference has given 

responsibility on the Intergovernmental Panel on global Climate Change (IPCC) that will 

produce a special report on the matter and then go for review the position every five years. 

Another “global stocktake”, that will take place in 2023 and each 5 years thereafter, will 

evaluate collective progress towards achieving the aim of the treaty through a comprehensive 

and facilitative manner.  

 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
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VII. Climate change: Have the countries maintained their promises? 

The contributions in the field of climate change each country should realize the worldwide goal 

are determined by that country and are therefore called nationally determined 

contributions (NDCs). Article 3 of the agreement requires NDCs to have been "ambitious 

efforts" towards the "achieving the aim of this Agreement" and to "represent a progression over 

time". The targets of the contributions should be set every five years and are to be recorded by 

the UNFCCC Secretariat. The agreement states that each of the further ambition should be of 

more ambitious and farther better target should be set than the previous one. The member 

nations can mutually help each other and control their nationally determined contributions. 

The target set as the Nationally Determined Contributions pledged during the 2015 Climate 

Change Conference serve, unless provided otherwise, as their initial nationally determined 

contribution as the beginning point. 

So many of the developing countries who attended the November 30-December 12 Paris 

summit have been very much worried for the reason that the industrialised countries are not 

doing as much as required to do in this regard between the time of the summit and 2020.  But 

by that time the Paris agreement provision are scheduled to commence. There was hardly any 

talk about this issue during the summit. Rather, a serious debate was there on the matter whether 

rich countries were doing enough to regulate their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and also 

on the issue whether emerging economies like China and India should do more or not. These 

emissions, majorly CO2 are causing for the warming the atmosphere. Maximum of the 

emissions are by the rich countries since the beginning of the Industrial Age, though now it is 

China is that the largest emitter, followed by the United States, the European Union and then 

India. 

The United Nations led rich countries were demanding that emerging economies control their 

emissions, but on the other hand, China, India and much of the developing countries have 

insisted on the “common but differentiated responsibilities”. According to the developing 

countries, between rich and poor nations, which is one among the pillars of UNFCCC, there 

should be a differentiated responsibility. Earlier, it was only the rich countries who had a legal 

obligation to scale back their GHG emissions. But under the Paris Agreement, this 

differentiation has been diluted sufficiently. The agreement reads, “Developed country Parties 

should continue taking the lead by undertaking economy-wide absolute emission reduction 

targets. Developing country Parties should continue enhancing their mitigation efforts, and are 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
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encouraged to move over time towards economy-wide emission reduction or limitation targets 

in the light of different national circumstances.” The target of the plan is to make a climate-

neutral world by the mid of the century. To be "climate neutral" means to reduce the 

greenhouse-gas emissions the maximum amount as possible.  

 

VIII. The Paris Agreements Lacks in binding enforcement mechanism 

Although it is true that the historic agreement was appreciated and lauded by many, including 

the then French President Francois Hollande and the then United Nations Secretary General 

Ban Ki-moon, but many environment experts criticised the treaty in many aspects. For 

instance, James Hansen, a former NASA scientist and a global climate change expert, 

expressed his criticism on the fact that the major part of the agreement consists of "promises" 

or aims and lack in firm commitments. This expert labelled the Paris talks as a hoax without 

any talk of action but only full of promises.  

 

IX. Role of the European Union or EU: 

The European Union or EU and it’s all Member States are among those of the 190 Parties to 

the Paris Agreement. On 5 October 2016, The EU formally ratified the agreement to adopt, thus 

it enabled its entry into force on 4 November 2016. It is a fact that at least 55 countries are 

causing a minimum of 55% of global emissions. The EU has taken the frontline leading role of 

international efforts to fight the global climate change. It had been instrumental in mediating 

the Paris Agreement and takes the role to lead the movement globally. In the month of 

December 2020, the EU submitted its revised and enhanced NDC target to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions by a minimum of 55% by 2030 from 1990 levels. They have also taken the 

responsibility of enhancing knowledge to facilitate clarity, transparency and better 

understanding (ICTU) of the NDC. Both the EU and its Member States are acting jointly and 

are collectively committed to a set target of a net domestic reduction of at least 55% in 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.  All of the key EU legislation for the implementation of 

this target was ratified by the end of 2018. 

 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hansen
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NDCStaging/pages/Party.aspx?party=EUU
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X. Paris Agreement and India’s commitment: 

The Paris Agreement on Climate Change is regarded as the strong commitment of the 

international community to address the issue of Climate Change. While Paris Agreement was 

achieved on 5th October 2016, the Agreement entered into force on 4th November 2016, India 

ratified the Agreement on 2nd October 2016.  This is a further advancement in the global 

environmental governance.  

While addressing at the historic G20 Summit, the prime minister Narendra Modi said India is 

meeting the targets set at the Paris Agreement. He also said that India is also exceeding them 

while calling for “an integrated, comprehensive and holistic way” to tackle climate change. 

Attending the Global 20 summit, the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that India 

aimed to restore around 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030. Prior to the Paris climate 

summit in 2015, the environment minister Prakash Javadekar has made a significant remark. 

He said that, “Climate change hasn’t happened in a day. It is the result of historical emissions 

over one hundred years. US has 25% of historical emission; EU has 22% of historical 

emissions; China has 13% and India has only 3%. We haven’t caused this problem but as a 

responsible nation, we will be a part of the solution.” 

India's prime minister Narendra Modi gave India’s message to the Special Presidential Envoy 

on Climate of the United Nations Mr. John Kerry. Modi firmly assured that New Delhi is fully 

committed to meet its promises made under the 2015 Paris climate change agreement. Mr. 

Kerry has promised that the United States will continue its support to India's climate planning. 

He has also assured to help with the affordable access to green technologies and financing. 

India, in the Paris agreement, has confirmed its commitment to cut the greenhouse gas 

emissions intensity. And thus, it will substantially boost forest cover to reduce carbon dioxide. 

Meanwhile, India's Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar recently has stated that India as 

per its commitment in Paris Agreement, has already achieved 21% of its pledge to reduce the 

emissions intensity.  

In a statement, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi made it clear that cooperation between 

the countries India and the United States will continue in regard to climate. This cooperation 

particularly on the issues of financing innovation as well as providing with green technologies 

on a fast pace, would discharge a positive impact on other countries of the world. The other 

nations will be encouraged to see the pioneering role of India in this initiative. 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
https://phys.org/tags/carbon+dioxide/
https://phys.org/tags/green+technologies/
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XI. Paris Agreement and Human Rights Issues 

“States’ human rights obligations encompass climate change” – UN expert 

The Paris Agreement from the stand point of Human Rights states that, “that climate change 

is a common concern of humankind” and that “Parties should, when taking action to 

address climate change, respect, promote and consider their respective obligations on human 

rights”. The representatives from more than 190 nations are assembled in Paris to discuss a 

possible new universal and legally binding agreement on climate change. They had the aim to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the threat of dangerous warming due to human 

activities of the world. Also, it is to be mentioned that the United Nations Special Rapporteur 

on human rights and the environment, John Knox, while addressing the mammoth conference 

reminded all parties attending the Paris Climate Conference that “States’ human rights 

obligations also encompass climate change,” and urged them to adopt a rights perspective in 

tackling the environmental issues of the country. 

“Every State in the climate negotiations belongs to at least one human rights treaty, and they 

must ensure that all of their actions comply with their human rights obligations. That includes 

their actions relating to climate change,” Mr. Knox stated it clearly in Paris, where he took 

part in the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties – or COP 21. 

He reiterated that “I call on Governments to honour their human rights obligations as they 

negotiate the climate agreement,” the expert stated. “Even including a reference to human 

rights in the agreement itself would be of great symbolic and practical importance. It is now 

beyond debating that climate change threatens the enjoyment of a vast range of human rights. 

Moreover, it is inherently discriminatory, harming most those who have contributed least to 

the problem.” 

Mr. Knox in his maiden speech vehemently stressed on “An increase of even 2 degrees would 

have devastating effects on the human rights of the most vulnerable, The Climate Vulnerable 

Forum countries’ proposed target of 1.5 degrees would better accord with human rights 

principles.”    

The Special Rapporteur on Human Rights also mentioned that the States must also take human 

rights law into account in their actions to adapt to climate change and to undertake response 

measures in their respective countries. He said “The Governments do not check their human 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-ii-issue-i
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rights obligations at the door when they respond to climate change. They must respect the rights 

of their people to receive information about proposed climate actions and to have their voices 

heard in the decision-making processes.” Mr. Knox recalled and reminded the representatives 

that the Governments on the Human Rights Council have unanimously agreed that human rights 

obligations and principles can strengthen climate policy-making by promoting coherence, 

legitimacy and sustainable outcomes through some collective measures.  

The Special Rapporteur concluded his clarion call by saying “The Paris Agreement is vital to 

the protection of human rights of present and future generations, in every country of the world. 

The Agreement should recognize that fact.” 

 

XII. Conclusion: 

SAVE THE CLIMATE, SAVE THE EARTH – A CLARION CALL OF THE TIME 

There is no denying of the fact that we are on the verge of destroying our green earth. The earth 

where we live in, the earth that is saving the lives of millions of people and it is we who are 

destroying the earth itself.  This is the high time to unite to save this earth to save our lives from 

adverse effect of climate change. The role of the capitalists from different developed countries 

and the big emitters of CO2 are to be taken into serious considerations and the United Nations 

should take stringent measures against the polluters in general and the big emitters in particular. 

For the interest of profit making by a few the cost of the environment degradation can by no 

means be tolerated. The mass awareness regarding this politics of the developed countries and 

a consensus among the majority of the countries are to be developed to mount pressure on those 

who are destroying the Human civilization destroying the ecological balance of the 

environment itself. 

The Paris Conference have solemnly decided to decrease the emission of CO2. There should 

be a constant watch on the review of the targets as volunteered by every nation. This conference, 

with a new vision, welcomes the efforts of all non-Party stakeholders to address and respond 

to climate change, including those of civil society, the private sector, financial institutions, 

cities and other subnational authorities. These stakeholders are invited to take responsibility via 

the Non-State Actor Zone for Climate Action platform.  

https://www.ijllr.com/
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India’s role in protecting climate change is very important today. Some measures to maintain 

the agreement have already been taken and more steps are to be taken yet. It is obviously true 

that the climate or the environment is a big Human Rights issue since the adoption of the UDHR 

in 1948. So human rights cannot be guaranteed unless the adverse effects of climate change can 

be checked. Since the climate or the environment cannot be bound in the national territory so 

it is a collective drive of the international community that is required. We must collectively 

keep in mind that 

“I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And Miles to go before I sleep”. 
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