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INTRODUCTION 

While the topic of research here may seem to be rather bizarre it is an undermined and 

underappreciated part of our world. In today‟s day and age, there is a rise in the extinction of 

different animals and birds; some of which can be  bred  via  Ex  Situ  Conservation whereas 

most of them cannot. They cease to reproduce due  to lakh of population of their species and  

that is when hybrid species come into the picture. However, that is not  exactly the  line  of 

thought here. So why talk about the Vultures? Their significance  can be  rather demoralized as 

no one really understands their reason for living. One can know more about their reason for 

existence through the food chain. 

DANGER TO THE FOOD CHAIN 

The environmental process solely depends on the food chain. As children, we learnt about the 

different consumers in our surroundings. At the top of  the  Pyramid or  the  beginning  of  the 

Food Chain is the Tertiary Consumer followed by the Secondary Consumer, the Primary 

Consumer finally the Primary Producer / Autotroph. The Tertiary Consumers is where the 

Vultures come in. 

Like any other cycle or chain, if one the links is weak or breaks the entire chain faces 

consequences or in simple words, it breaks apart. Energy is frequently conveyed by the 

species present in an ecosystem through the food chain or food web. 

Each creature in a food chain is assigned to a trophic level, which  is  also  known  as  its 

location. The tertiary consumer is the organism that exists at the highest trophic level. 

The carcasses of tertiary consumers, on the other hand, become food for scavengers and 

decomposers when they die. As a result, energy is released in the form of heat, which goes 

through all trophic levels.  The  highest  trophic  levels  of  organisms  play an important  function 
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in the ecosystem. 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASPECT 

At the 13th Conference of Parties (COP 13) of the United Nation Convention on 

Conservation of Migratory Species of  Wild Animals (CMS) many  environmentalists 

provided numbers and arguments for the Vulture's decrease.  Vultures  in  India died  after  

eating dead cattle that had been administered the „diclofenac' medicine, reducing their 

number from four crore to less than four lakh. 

“It  is  true  that  this  drug „diclofenac ‟  is  the  main cause  of  vulture  deaths  but  it  has  not  been 

banned yet. The drug has only been banned in Tamil Nadu but not across the country. It is a 

cause of concern,” said environmental activist and advocate Gaurav Bansal. 1  Like most 

creatures, humans and vultures have a schizophrenic connection. 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ACT, 1986 

The Environment (Protection) Act of 1986 empowers  the  federal government  to  safeguard 

and improve environmental quality, control and decrease pollution  from  all  sources,  and 

prohibit or restrict the establishment and/or operation of any industrial facility based on 

environmental considerations.2 

In relation to the abovementioned data regarding the  food  chain,  it  is  of utmost importance  

that not only vultures but all species no matter how big or small be cared for and live in a 

harmless and pollution free environment. 

WILD LIFE PROTECTION ACT, 1972 

An Act to provide for the  protection of  wild animals, birds and plants and for matters 

connected therewith or ancillary or incidental  thereto with a  view  to ensuring the  ecological 

and environmental security of the country.3 

In simple terms, this act is to protect and secure the animals, birds and plants. The animals  

cannot speak for themselves like human can and nor do they understand if they may consume 

something poisonous or harmful to them. In these matters is where this Act comes into play. 

 
1 www.financialexpress.com; last updated February 10, 2020. 
2 Environment Protection Act, 1986 
3 The Wild Life Protection Act, 1972 
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Specifically speaking about Vultures, they feed on the carcasses of animals / human beings; 

however, once the  Diclofenac drug is applied on the body of the  person, it becomes 

poisonous for the  Vultures  and accordingly causing bereavement. Vultures that ate the 

carcasses of animals that had just been treated with a medication had renal failure, which 

resulted in visceral gout and death. Diclofenac  was originally designed  for  people,  but  it 

proved to be a lifesaver for livestock owners who rely on their herds for survival. It's a pain 

reliever that works quickly and effectively while also reducing fevers.4 

A survey of 18 protected areas in India was extrapolated to predict that approximately 40  

million vultures lived in India in 1991-92.5  They  were  extinct  in  just  over  a  decade,  with their 

numbers plunging to near extinction. The long-billed (Gyps  indicus)  and  slender-billed (Gyps 

tenuirostris) vulture species in India had declined by  97  percent,  while  the  white- rumped 

(Gyps bengalensis) had declined even more dramatically, with a decrease of 99.9% between 1992 

and 2007.6 

DRUGS & COSMETICS RULES (2
ND 

AMENDMENT), 2014  

The primary objective of the Act is to ensure that the drugs and cosmetics sold  in  India  are safe, 

effective and conform to prescribed quality standards.7  The quality  standards should be in 

compliance to all living things and not just human beings. The overview must be taken into 

consideration while making a new drug of any kind. In this specific scenario, the vultures are 

known to eat the carcases of dead animals and human beings; thus the following should have been 

taken into consideration in the making of this drug. It is true that the drug passed all the tests to 

become available in the main market but withholding the repercussions the drug should‟ve been 

banned immediately; reiterating the importance of Tertiary Consumers in our lives. 

FOREST CONSERVATION ACT, 1980 

The main goal of the Forest Act, 1980 is – 

• To protect the forest, its flora, fauna and other diverse ecological components. 

 
4 www.india.mongabay.com; last updated February 5, 2018. 
5 Journal of The Bombay Natural History Societz 
6 Article: Recent Changes in Populations of Resident Gyps Vultures in India 

7 The Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 2014 
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• To protect the integrity, territory and individuality of the forests. 

• To protect the forests and prevent deforestation that will lead to land erosion and 

subsequent degradation of the land. 

• To prevent the loss of forest biodiversity.8 

The motive behind the inclusion of this act into the research is to elaborate on the idea of the 

words – integrity and individuality of the  forest. Here, talking about the  Indian Vultures  they  

add that zing to the Forest and as mentioned earlier are the most essential part of the Food Chain.  

The  word  „integrity‟  means  the  state  of  being  whole  and  undivided.9  Consequently, the 

Forest will  not be „whole  and undivided‟  without  the Vultures  playing  their role. 

CUSTOMARY LAW ASPECT 

The disappearance of vultures is a serious concern among Indian Zoroastrians. Every year in 

mid-August, Zoroastrians pray inside a Temple in India to  honour  the  deceased.  A  vase  

loaded with flowers represents each of the deceased. Images of funeral ceremonies, in which  

the deceased are carried to the Tower of Silence and eaten by vultures and other birds of prey, 

are forbidden by Zoroastrians. Keeping traditions  alive  in  the  modern  world  can be  difficult 

for any religion. However, this group in India has a particular challenge. 

Parsis, who arrived to India 1000 years ago with their Zoroastrian beliefs from Persia (modern-

day Iran), have gone to considerable measures to preserve their unique funeral rites. However, 

in order to stay up with the times and avoid upsetting their neighbours, they had to make a few 

changes. Prayers are chanted and mourners pay their last respects at Parsi funerals, as they do 

in other faiths. According to Khojeste Mistree,  head  of  the  Mumbai- based Zoroastrian Studies 

Institute, the similarities cease there. The bodies  of  the  dead are taken to the Tower of Silence 

for vultures to consume. 

Khojestee Mistree says, “We have an unusual method of disposal of the dead. The  Parsi corpse 

is exposed to the rays of the sun, and the corpse is consumed or devoured by birds of prey vis-a-

vis vultures, kites and crows”. 

 
8 Forest Conservation Act, 1980 
9 Definitions from Oxford Languages 
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Burying   or  cremating   the  deceased   is    considered   polluting    nature    when   it    comes 

to Zoroastrians. As a result, the Parsis in India had relied on vultures to do the work for 

centuries, until the entire vulture population in most cities vanished. The Zoroastrians (Parsis) 

believe that being consumed by a scavenger bird frees the dead's spirit. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF VULTURES IN DIFFERENT CULTURES 

Despite their important role for  our environment, vultures  are mistaken. People  perceive  them 

to be dangerous, predatory and greedy. For instance, many times they are portrayed in 

caricatures as sitting on a leafless tree in a drought hit area waiting to feast on people  and 

animals on the verge of death. Vultures are also frequently used in numerous Indian 

languages to refer to demonic tendencies, not simply in English. Vultures, in fact, have an 

important cultural background around the world.  The  brave  vulture  deity  „Jatayu' sacrificed  

his life to save Goddess Sita from the wicked King Ravana  in  the  Hindu  epic  Ramayana, 

which depicts ancient Indian history. Vultures are a sign of motherhood  and  protection  in 

ancient Egyptian culture. Vultures are traditionally regarded as angels (Dakinis) in Tibetan 

culture, who will transport the soul to paradise. 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW ASPECT 

The Constitution of India, 1950 has within its purview a number of Articles that provide the 

citizens and people living within  the  borders  of  India;  Fundamental  Right, Educational 

Rights, Religious Rights, Freedoms, so on  and so forth.  However, above all this, the 

Constitution has high regard in matters of keeping the environment safe and thus granted the 

Right to Clean Environment – interpreted by the Supreme  Court  through  Article  21: Right to 

life and personal liberty.10 The article hereby interprets that the  right  cannot  be  removed  

except if it is against the procedure established by law  which it  clearly is  not.11 Every living  thing 

requires air to survive, essentially without which they cannot live. 

There are a number of Articles  that are  essential to know and outshine when speaking about 

the environment and man. 

• Article 21 

 
10 The Constitution of India, 1950 (Article 21) 
11 www.legalbites.in (last updated November 11, 2020) 
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In its ruling on Article 21, the Supreme Court stated: 

“Every species has a right to life and security, subject to the law of the land, which includes 

depriving its life, out of human necessity.  Article  21  of  the  Constitution,  while  safeguarding 

the rights of humans, protects life and the  word “life”  has  been given an expanded definition 

and any disturbance from the basic environment which includes all forms of  life,  including 

animal life, which are necessary for human life, fall within the meaning of Article 21 of the 

Constitution. So far as animals are concerned, in our view “life” means something more than 

mere survival or existence or instrumental value for human  beings,  but  to  lead  a  life  with 

some intrinsic worth, honour and dignity.”12 

• Article 47 

One of  the Directive  Principles of the Indian Constitution is  Article  47, which directs the state  

to raise the level of nutrition  and living standards, as well as improve public health, as one of 

its primary responsibilities, and in particular, the state shall endeavour to prohibit intoxicating 

drinks and drugs that are harmful to one's health.13 

• Article 48A 

Article 48A establishes the directive principle  for  environmental  conservation  and 

enhancement, as well as the preservation of forests and wildlife. It reads, "The State shall 

endeavour to protect and improve the environment, as well as to  safeguard  the  country's 

forests and animals."14 

The 42nd Amendment of 1976 included this article, which requires the state to conserve the 

environment and animals. Article 48A may become enforceable  under  the  purview  of  the  

right to life under Article 21 even if it is not judicially enforceable. 

In M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (2002),15  in the case of air pollution  in  Delhi, the Supreme  

Court heard a Public Interest Litigation wherein the Court went on to make a  point  about  

Article 48A and public health. Articles 39, 47, and 48A impose a responsibility on the state to 

preserve and enhance people's health, as well as to protect and improve the environment, 

 
12 Article: The Constitutional Scheme of Animal Rights in India 
13 Constitution of India, 1950 ; Directive Principles of State Policy ; Article 47 
14 Constitution of India, 1950 ; Article 48A 
15 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (2002) 
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individually and collectively. 

In Sachidanand Pandey & Ors. v. The State of West Bengal & Ors. (1987)16, the Supreme 

Court ruled that anytime a case involving environmental preservation is filed before the 

Court, Article 48A must be considered. 

• Article 51A(g) 

Article 51A(g) places a duty on the citizens of India to protect and improve the natural 

environment and have compassion for all living creatures.17 As interpreted in Animal Welfare 

Board of India v. A. Nagaraja & Ors. (2014)18, concern for the  misery and well-being of all 

living species is part of compassion. The Supreme Court saw 51A (g), coupled with the 

responsibility to foster scientific temperament under 51A (h), as the Magna Carta of Indian 

animal rights law.19 

In State of Gujarat v. Mirzapur Moti Kureshi Kassab Jamat & Ors.  (2005)20 , the  Supreme 

Court decided that the purpose of Article 51A was for it to be  read  in  combination  with  

Articles 48 and 48A, ensuring that the spirit of both articles was upheld. 

These Articles of The Constitution of India, 1950  in  their  own  ways  are  of  paramount not 

only when it comes to defending the environment but when it comes down to various cultures  

and animal rights. 

OVERVIEW 

Having done this research it is observed that like any other man-made environmental disaster,  

the extinction of vultures too, has been created by man, wherein drugs  are being produced to 

give man a better quality life at the cost of risking the lives of other  species on earth. Had the 

drug not been founded, the population of vultures could have been soaring high  even today. 

There could have been a possibility that man would have led a painful life but at least the 

ecosystem would stay intact. Having already damaged the ecosystem, and going against the 

Environmental Protection Act, 1986 amongst others; it may look like man is correcting the 

 
16 Sachidanand Pandey & Ors. v. The State of West Bengal & Ors. (1987) 2 SCC 295 33 
17 Constitution of India, 1950 ; Article 51A(g) 
18 Animal Welfare Board of India v. A. Nagaraja & Ors. (2014), Civil Appeal No. 5387 of 2014 
19 Constitution of India, 1950 ; Article 51A(g) 
20 State of Gujarat v. Mirzapur Moti Kureshi Kassab Jamat, (2005) 8 SCC 534 
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environment but normally fails in doing so and in the  process utilises funds from the government  

which  comes  out  of  the  taxpayers‟  pocket  which  in  turn lead to destruction of something 

one way or another. 

Thus the best possible and legal way to go about helping the environment is to firstly follow 

Sustainable Development including the  Polluters Pay  Principle and  the  Precautionary 

Principle. In other words, protect your present needs without compromising the needs of the 

future generation; and whoever produces pollution shall pay  and  be  held accountable  for it;  

and lastly, you as an individual also must be precautious and protect the environment / 

surroundings, as if it is a part of you, and legally go  to different  lengths  to take  care  of it, if 

need be. 
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