
Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research                                                              Volume IV Issue VI | ISSN: 2582-8878                 

1 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE UNDER KING 

VIKRAMADITYA AND ITS REFLECTION ON THE 

CONTEMPORARY JUSTICE SYSTEM  

Hiral Pandey, PhD Research Scholar, School of Legal Studies, Vikram University, Ujjain 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

Law and order cannot be separated from any kind of Administrative System. 

Every Administration has different System of Justice depending upon the 

vision and skills of the Monarch. Thus, the Judicial system of a territory also 

reflects the persona of the sovereign. Here the Article will discuss about the 

legal and Judicial system under the reign of King Vikramaditya in Ujjain and 

how far it is similar to our contemporary System of Justice. 
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I) INTRODUCTION  

Administration of Justice play a very significant role to identify whether a ruler was able to 

rule successfully or not. King Vikramaditya was one of the great rulers of India.  He is seen as 

an ideal king. He immortalized his name in the history of Aryavarta with his wisdom, his might, 

his dedication. There are hundreds of stories of their bravery, which encourage people in 

difficult times. Apart from these stories, there are two more interesting episodes, Baital Pachisi 

and Singhasan Battisi. Many supernatural episodes are seen in these stories, on which sight 

seems impossible to believe, but the basic purpose of these stories is to find the way to success 

and truth in life.  He was a king who defined his time with his name and even today Vikrami 

Samvat is celebrated by his name.  He was a just ruler1. 

The glory of King Vikramaditya are compiled in big stories. It is a text composed between the 

tenth to the twelfth century.  The first great saga in this deals with the enmity between  the  

King Vikramaditya and the King of Parishthan. As it was well known that, King Vikramaditya 

was a very just king and because of his wisdom and wisdom to do other things, Indra, the king 

of heaven, called him to heaven. He consulted King Vikramaditya in one of his judicial 

systems2 

II) ADMISTRATION OF JUSTICE UNDER KING VIKRAMADITYA 

Vikramaditya was known for his justice and kindness.  In his kingdom all the people were 

happy, no one was unhappy.  Everyone liked him and they felt proud of his king. Vikramaditya 

was one of the most public-spirited monarch in the ancient history. The subtle and diplomatic 

aptitude of the king was the key factor for establishing him and consolidate himself as the 

successful ruler of his period. Fa-hein on his visit to India during his reign, was of the opinion 

that the Administration was very efficient as there were barely any offence and the Government 

was lenient and well meaning3. Capital Punishment used to be inflicted for the rarest of the rare 

cases. 

Emperor Vikramaditya used to visit the city wearing a disguise to know the sufferings and well 

being of the people of his kingdom. King Vikramaditya used to do everything possible to 

 
1 Raja Vikramaditya Ki Kahani by Yogesh Sharma, 01/09/2021, http://arungovil.net/history/raja-vikramaditya-

ki-kahani. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Article by Dr Avantika Lal, https://www.worldhistory.org/Chandragupta_II/. 
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maintain the justice system in his kingdom.  He is considered one of the most popular and just 

kings in history.4 

There are many instances where the King Vikramaditya can be seen doing Justice through his 

wisdom and kindness. One of the Instance is as follows-  

Once, Vikramaditya decided to build a palace on the bank of the river.  He ordered his ministers 

to survey the site and start work.  The labourers were hired and the minister took a final decision 

before showing the palace to the king. While appreciating the palace he found a hut of an old 

lady near the palace. The minister went to the hut and talked to the old lady.  The minister told 

him that I want to buy your hut.  The old lady replied that Sir, I am sorry but I cannot accept 

your proposal.  I love my cottage more than my life.  I live in this hut with my late husband 

and I want to stay in this hut in future as well. The minister tried to convince that the hut would 

spoil the beauty of the newly built palace.  But the old lady was strong in her stand and she was 

ready to face any consequences. Then the matter was taken to the king. The wise and generous 

king, after thinking for a while, said that the old woman's hut will remain where it is already. 

Then looking at the minister, the king said that we should not consider anything ugly. After 

this decision people realized why their king was respected by all the people and all other 

neighbouring kingdoms5 

III) OBJECTIVES OF KING VIKRAMADITYA TOWARDS OFFENDERS 

King Vikramaditya was of the view of reformative theory towards the offenders. This can be 

seen in the following incident happened when the King was on his visit in the city as a common 

person. One day when he was staying up at night, he saw that two thieves were preparing to 

steal something. The king thought that instead of punishing them, it would be more appropriate 

to make corrections. With this thought, the king met them and acquiesced himself to them and 

joined them. They went to the place of a rich person to steal and the stolen property was being 

divided by them, at that time the Maharaj left and asked the nurse-guards to present those 

thieves in the court.  The next day in the court the thieves saw that their companion of the night 

was presiding over the court. They asked the King that how can he punish them for the offence 

for which he himself was a part. The King asked for a promise from the thieves not to steal 

 
4 Mahaan Vikramaditya ka Itihaas by Anirudha Joshi, https://m-hindi.webdunia.com/indian-history-and-

culture/emperor-vikramaditya-117121300044_1.html. 
5 The Justice of Vikramaditya by Laxmi Kumari. 
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from now onwards, if they agree they will be released. They made promise before the King 

and were acquitted6.  

All I want to point out is that in this short story the feeling of justice is hidden which Indian 

law has always cherished as ideal.  This is the reason why this folktale has been associated with 

the ideal of the Indian king - Vikram.  Therefore, to know the ideal of Visva-bhavna, that is, 

the Indian sense of justice, one has to analyse the hidden elements in this story.  These elements 

are as follows:  

(1) Staying neutral from the bore of the criminal does not lead to the welfare of the society.  

Our main objective should be improvement.  In this way, by reforming a criminal and becoming 

a good citizen, the people will get happiness and peace by stopping the crime.  

(2) The idea of punishing the offender should not be predominant. The main thing is to be 

brought in such a means - laws should be made in such a way that crimes should be stopped.   

(3) It is the duty of the government to see that there is happiness and peace in the society, there 

is no loss of their wealth and people. If something is stolen, then either after finding out the 

thieves, that money should be given to them from the real home or they should be given to 

those who are responsible for the work of security. 

In ancient times, the type of punishments were kept in such a way that the tendency to commit 

the crimes were stopped. In the beginning, it was considered enough to just 'reprimand' the 

offender.  It was done to him with a view that only by reprimanding  he would stop from 

committing crimes. Even after if he does not improve and commits a heinous crime, then in 

order to keep the society aware of him, someone used to make such a mark on him, which 

shows that he has a habit of committing crime7. At the same time, by mutilation, he was made 

incapable of committing the crime. Apart from this, it was the duty of the citizens to prevent 

the commission of crime. If someone was committing a crime and he did not stop it, he was 

also punished. If a person is hurt by someone and another person is standing there, it is his duty 

to protect the weak. Failure to do so was punished. 

IV) THEORY OF KING VIKRAMADITYA IN CONTEMPORARY JUSTICE 

SYSTEM 

 
6 Vikram Ka Nyaya by Major Sardar K.D. Mahadik. 
7 Ibid. 
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The contemporary scenario of punishment is derived from the major theories of punishments 

in the Criminal Justice System. The theory of criminal justice is the branch of philosophy of 

law that deals with criminal justice and in particular punishment. It has deep connections to 

other areas of philosophy, such as political philosophy and ethics, as well as to criminal justice 

in practice8. Reformative theory forms a crucial part of the theory of criminal justice. This 

theory aims at rehabilitating the offender to the norms of the society i.e. into law-abiding 

member. This theory condemns all kinds of corporal punishments. These aim at transforming 

the law-offenders in such a way that the inmates of the peno-correctional institutions can lead 

a life like a normal citizen. These prisons or correctional homes as they are termed humanly 

treat the inmates and release them as soon as they feel that they are fit to mix up with the other 

members of the community.  

The reformation generally takes place either through probation or parole as measures for 

reforming criminals. It looks at the seclusion of the criminals from the society as an attempt to 

reform them and to prevent the person from social ostracism. Though this theory works 

stupendously for the correction of juveniles and first time criminals, but in the case of hardened 

criminals this theory may not work with the effectiveness9. In these cases come the importance 

of the deterrence theories and the retributive theories. Thus each of these four theories has their 

own pros and cons and each being important in it, none can be ignored as such. Reform theory 

argues that the amount of punishment should be enough to cause reform in the offender. 

Reaction to crimes has been different at different stages of civilization and even at a given time 

they have been different in different society at a given time. The attitude towards criminal has 

always been coloured by extreme types of emotions displayed by society10. 

Few of the modern reformatory techniques of social control are primarily devised for the 

treatment of offenders according to their psychological traits such as:11 

(i) probation 

(ii) parole 

 
8 A quotation from Exodus, 21:23 – 27. 
9 Bishnu Dayal v State of West Bengal; 1979 AIR 964. 
10 Ranka Sahu v State Of Orissa; 1995 II OLR 1. 
11 Reformative Theory of Punishment in India by Aakriti Gupta, 24/11/2021, https://lawcorner.in/reformative-

theory-of-punishment-in-india/. 
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(iii) indeterminate sentence 

(iv) admonition  

(v) pardon 

The reformative strategies have proven helpful just in cases of juvenile delinquency, first 

offenders and women specifically but in some cases an offender become such a threat to the 

society that the mind-set of such offender cannot be considered as reformative. 

V) CONCLUSION 

In the light of the above observations King Vikramaditya was a wise and knowledgeable 

emperor, who didn’t liked to limit his knowledge to a particular code of conduct or to what has 

been codified by the law makers in the past. He always used to practically solve the disputes 

of the people by application of his skills. In the criminal matters his ideology was of reformative 

theory of criminal justice because he believed that the society will be crime free by not 

punishing and removing offenders from the society, but by resolving and removing the criminal 

mind-set of such offender. Human Rights concept can also be derived from such ideology of 

the king as he believed the criminals are human who needs help for their mental health. Thus, 

in today’s legal Justice System the judiciary still practices the reformatory theory for the 

juveniles, first time offenders in some cases or women in certain cases. This theory contains 

the basic feature of Human Rights. 

 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-iii-issue-i

