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ABSTRACT 

India has always been prone to natural occurring disasters due to its special 

geographical and climatic conditions. India is highly prone to natural 

disasters than other developed countries. Human, financial, environmental, 

and livelihood losses are all being incurred as a result of this. Natural 

disasters have sparked considerable concern on a global scale. The latest and 

new approach initiated by the government is grounded on the belief that 

growth cannot be encouraged until and unless the disaster mitigation is 

dismantled and factored into the process of development. The handling of 

disasters is an important part of this country's policy. People from backward 

regions of the country and people from poor community are more prone to 

these disasters as compared to rich people because of the area of living and 

working. They tend to live in more disaster-prone area and work in sectors 

like agriculture which are highly prone to extreme weather conditions. And 

the amount of help given to these people by the government is also 

considerably less. 
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Introduction 

“A disaster is a natural or man-made event that negatively affects life, property, livelihood or 

industry often resulting in permanent changes to human societies, ecosystems and 

environment.” 

India is considered to be a country with the highest risk of disaster, with about 80 percent of 

the total population considered to be at risk of one or more natural disasters. Every year 

between 2000 and 2009, 65 million people in India are traumatized, and 3.25 million of those 

mothers are pregnant or breastfeeding. Every year, disasters affect 8.45 million children under 

the age of five, 1.25 million of whom are malnourished (UNICEF). Geo-physical hazards affect 

the Himalayan region in the north and northeast of the country, where they are ranked high and 

low in GDP. Storms affect the country’s most limited region but have significant mortality 

rates. National deaths in many accidents are largely influenced by at least one accident, with 

the death consequences centered on the north and northeast. Since the 2004 Indian Ocean 

tsunami, India has also been at high risk for tsunamis. About 57% of the area is prone to 

earthquakes (earthquake altitudes III - V), 68% drought, 8 hurricanes, and 12% due to flooding. 

Exposure to hazards, physical hazards, and social vulnerability are three variables that affect 

the impact of a disaster. To reduce the effects of disasters, communities can participate in three 

types of emergency management programs. Disasters are considered to be one of the most 

traumatic events that cause not only suffering but also loss of livelihood, difficulty in survival 

and an imbalanced ecosystem. It not only affects a person physically but also mentally. It also 

ruins the entire infrastructure of that affected area. 

Lack of proper disaster management laws can be very harmful both for the living organisms as 

well as the ecosystem. An unbalanced ecosystem then, therefore, affects the life cycle.  Thus, 

this paper would talk about different initiatives taken by the governments for disaster 

management and visions of various associations and would further be discussing about 

different disasters that occurred at different places and legal aspects of the same. 

Research Problem 

1. The research also intends to explore the punitive measures that are being adopted to 

combat and manage such harmful disasters and provide solutions for the same in the 

Indian Legal System. 
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2. The research is predominately conducted to understand the role of the Indian legal 

system and the role of government in disaster management and improving the condition 

of the same 

Research Objectives 

1. To Study Disaster Profile of India. 

2.  To study Disaster Management in India. 

3. To study the Laws that are enforced during Natural disasters in India. 

What is a Disaster?1 

The word "disaster" means sudden, powerful, and unexpected disaster. A disaster at home may 

result in catastrophic illness, death, or severe economic or social suffering. At the community 

level, there may be floods, fires, building collapses during earthquakes, destruction of 

livelihoods, epidemics, or conflict-related migration. A huge mass of people can be impacted 

if it occurs at the district or provincial level. Many disasters leave affected people unable to 

survive with external support. When something like this occurs the chances of survival are 

considerably very less. At the home level, this may involve handling with neighbourly 

assistance; at the national level, it may involve dealing with support from organizations such 

as the Many non-governmental organisations (NGOs), as well as government entities and the 

members of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 

The government, on the other hand, has set a national aim of "creating a safer and more resilient 

India via the establishment of a comprehensive, effective, multi-hazard, and cutting-edge 

disaster risk management plan. The aim of this plan was to be accomplished by inculcating a 

culture of prevention of disaster and to take instant and readily actions in case of any disaster. 

This also aligns with the Hyogo Action Plan 2005–15, which focuses on disaster relief in 

several nations and communities. 

NDMA Vision 

"To build a safer and disaster resilient India by a holistic, pro-active, technology driven 

and sustainable development strategy that involves all stakeholders and fosters a culture 

 
1 Bvsper.Paho Disaster Definitions 2020, 

Http://Bvsper.Paho.Org/Share/ETRAS/Ays/Texcom/Desastres/Ficrphge/Cap1.Pdf 
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of prevention, preparedness and mitigation." 

2 

Aim and Responsibilities3 

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) was set up to perform the following 

roles: 

• Executing disaster risk management policies. 

• Allowing for different programs such as: 

National Plans 

Plans by Ministers and various head of the Government of India 

Other programs related to the National Plan. 

• To develop the recommendations of the Provincial Government Officials in line 

with the State Plan. 

Staff communication and implementation of key policies/strategies. 

Recommendation for the allocation of mitigation funds. 

 
2 Source: Vikaspedia 
3 Byjus.Com. 2020, Https://Byjus.Com/Free-Ias-Prep/National-Disaster-Management-Authority/ 
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Develop recommendations from various government spheres for reduction of disaster risk and 

mitigation ways to be included in their development plans and programmes. 

 To develop comprehensive policies and guidelines for the implementation of NIDM (National 

Disaster Management Centre). 

1. NDMA POLICY 

The objectives driving policy formation have grown from the national vision and the topic 

outlined includes: 

• Encourage mitigation methods that are based on cutting-edge technology and 

environmental sustainability. 

•  Putting in place a streamlined institutional techno-legal framework to create and 

maintain the integrity of an enabling regulatory environment and a compliance system  

• Creating modern forecasting and early warning systems that are supported by 

responsive and fail-safe communications and information technology (IT). 

• Enhancing a fruitful collaboration with the media, non-governmental organisations, and 

promoting and conductiong awareness events in corporate offices and capacity 

building. 

• Providing effective reaction and aid while maintaining a compassionate, humanitarian 

attitude toward the most vulnerable members of society. 

• Making rebuilding a chance to rebuild better and establish disaster-resistant structures 

and habitats. 

Types of Disaster’s which lie under Natural Disaster4 

1. Geological Disasters: Geological disasters are catastrophic catastrophes caused by 

changes in the surface of the earth, either above or below ground. Volcanic eruptions are 

especially common where tectonic plates collide.  

 
4 Javatpoint- Types Of Disasters, 2020, https://www/javatpoint.com/types-of-disasters 
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Earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, tsunamis, sinkholes, volcanic eruptions, and other 

natural disasters are examples of natural disasters. 

 

2. Hydrological Disasters: Water disasters are sudden and severe events that occur 

underground or in the atmosphere as a result of changes in water quality, speed, or water 

distribution. They are mainly caused by underwater creatures or other reasons such as 

volcanic eruptions or earthquakes. 

Floods, tsunamis, limnic eruptions, and other hydrological disasters are common 

examples. 

 

3. Climatological Disasters: Climate disasters are rapid and dramatic changes in the earth's 

environment produced or connected to the earth's atmosphere. It is a major risk factor for 

long-term livelihoods / eyes to a large extent ranging from in-season climate change to 

multi-year climate change. They are further divided into two categories: Extreme 

Temperature and Wildfire.  

 

4. Other disaster types include Space Disaster, Biological Disaster and Meteorological 

Disaster 

Disaster Management in India5 

Despite the rapid development of technology, humans are not immune to the forces of nature. 

Disasters have been around since the beginning of time. Industrial development and urban 

growth exacerbated human civilization, forcing it to encroach on the environment and overstep 

its bounds, leading to environmental degradation. 

As a result, the main goal of disaster risk management policy is to reduce the amount of people 

losing their lives , loss of social resources, and to improve the quality of life of all, especially 

the poor people from backward regions, by ensuring that there is improvement in situation and 

there is development  and look into it that benefits are not vanished due to natural disasters.  

 
5 Mani, P. Disaster Management In India- Institutional Frame Work, A Critical Analysis (2021), 

Http://www.Legalserviceindia.Com/Legal/Article-4869-Disaster-Management-In-India-Institutional-Frame-

Work-A-Critical-Analysis.Html 
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2. NATIONAL CRISIS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (NCMC)6 

The NCMC is led by the Cabinet Secretary P K Sinha. Secretaries from all relevant 

Ministries/Departments, as well as organisations, are members of the Committee. The Crisis 

Management Group receives guidance from the NCMC when needed. Any developments 

should be brought to the NCMC's notice as soon as feasible by the Secretary, Ministry of Home 

Affairs. In the event of a crisis, the NCMC has the ability to direct any Ministry, Department, 

or Organization to take specific action. 

3. DUTIES OF NATIONAL CRISIS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 

• Supervise  the catastrophe response's command, control, and coordination. 

• As needed, provide guidance to the Crisis Management Group (CMG) 

Disaster Management Act 20057  

The Act designates the Ministry of Home Affairs as the focal ministry for comprehensive 

national disaster management. 

At the national, state, and district levels, it develops an organised institutional framework. The 

national level has been attributed to four important entities: 

• The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)- It's in charge of creating 

catastrophe management rules and ensuring a quick and effective response. 

• The National Executive Committee (NEC)- It is made up of secretaries from the Indian 

government who have been tasked with assisting the NDMA. 

• The National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM)- It is a natural resource 

management training and capacity development institute. 

• National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)-  mentioned  to trained professional troops 

that are called upon to provide specialist catastrophe response. 

 
6 Meghomeguards.Gov.In. 2021, Https://Meghomeguards.Gov.In/Sites/Default/Files/Disaster-

Management.Pdf#:~:Text=Contingency%20Action%20Plan%3A%20A%20National%20Contingency%20Actio

n%20Plan,Facilitates%20the%20launching%20of%20relief%20operations%20without%20delay 
7 India, L., 2020. Explained: Disaster Management Act, 2005, Https://Lexlife.In/2020/03/24/Explained-Disaster-

Management-Act-

2005/#:~:Text=%20Explained%3A%20Disaster%20Management%20Act%2C%202005%20%201,Primary%20

objective%20of%20preparedness%2C%20prevention%20and...%20More%20  
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4. SCOPE AND OBJECTIVE 

The ultimate purpose of the Disaster Management Act was disaster preparedness, prevention, 

and planning. "The legislation provides for the proper management of disasters and associated 

problems the declaration of aim stated." The law received presidential approval on January 6, 

2006, and applies throughout India. In short, it establishes an appropriate application to assist 

central government through regional and local standards in the development, implementation 

and implementation of disaster risk management plans. 

5. PROGRESS MADE UNDER THE ACT 

The Act has made tremendous progress in a number of areas by establishing measures for 

strategic collaborations and developing blueprints for action plans to fight disasters of varying 

degrees. 

• Step-by-step instructions to help with catastrophe recovery. 

• Capacity building in all sector 

• Bringing together previous projects and best practices 

• National and international collaboration with agencies  

Suggestions 

The community plays an important role in disaster risk management. It is important at each 

level of the Disaster Management Cycle. We can reduce risk by raising awareness and 

providing appropriate training, which will assist in disaster preparedness and response. We can 

provide trained staff by training informal teams. There is a need for people's ideas to move 

from disaster management to disaster management. India has also paved the way for the world 

by introducing disaster management courses in middle and high school. The Disaster 

Management Act of 2005, as well as the Disaster Management Training provided by the 

National Disaster Management Centre (NIDM) and the Disaster Management Requests at State 

Management Training Institutions, will assist India in coping with disasters. In order to 

effectively implement disaster risk management, adequate communication between multiple 

stakeholders and stakeholders is required . 
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Cconclusion 

Natural disasters are the result of climate inequality and cannot be prevented but we can create 

an effective warning system and reduce losses by reducing risk and increasing capacity. We 

need to take action rather than react. Steps have been taken at all levels but much work remains 

to be done. 

As a result of the efforts at the international level to make the world catastrophe one-sided, 

with different parts of the country being destroyed by a series of natural disasters, on the other 

hand, it became more important for governments, both in the middle. and provinces, to 

establish dedicated laws that provide a comprehensive system and equipment for the same use 

in effective and efficient disaster management in the country. Clearly, the provinces emerged 

as pioneers in this field as they adopted their own laws even when the central government was 

in the process of negotiating and drafting its own legislation Similarly, the development of 

medium-level disaster risk management equipment has also had positive results. it is 

questioned as to why the powers and functions of the central government in disaster 

management continue to adhere to dynamic policy guidelines and to authorize a sufficient 

number of resources in the provinces to fulfil their core disaster management responsibilities. 

In addition to this on the part of the central government it may be regarded as improper 

interference in the provincial sphere. Happily, due to the development and human nature of the 

activities involved in disaster risk management, the topic has not been the point of a single 

merger between the institution and the regions. But the issue remains a milestone in future state 

relations in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-iii-issue-ii


Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research                                                               Volume III Issue II | ISSN: 2582-8878                

 

10 
 

Bibliography 

Statutes: 

• Disaster Management Act,2005 

Case laws: 

• N.D. Jayal v. Union of India AIR 2004 SC 867. 

Research paper: 

• Patil, Pramod. (2012). Disaster Management in India. Indian stream of research journal. 

2. 1-4. 

• Kamthan, Manika. (2019). Rule of Law and Natural Disasters in India. Think India. 22. 

158-172. 10.26643/think-india.v22i3.8105. 

Books used: 

1. Disaster Management – Vinod K Sharma- IIPA, New Delhi,1995 

2. Rajendra Kumar Pandey - Disaster Management in India(July 2020) 

Other websites and articles: 

1. Pandey, R., 2016. Legal Framework of Disaster Management in India. [online] Ili.ac.in. 

Available at: < https://ili.ac.in/pdf/p13_rajendra.pdf > [ 

2. Nidm.gov.in. 2007. National Disaster Management Guidelines. [online] Available at: < 

https://nidm.gov.in/pdf/guidelines/new/sdmp.pdf >  

3. bvsper.paho. 2020. Disaster definitions. [online] Available at: < 

http://bvsper.paho.org/share/ETRAS/AyS/texcom/desastres/ficrphge/cap1.pdf > 

[Accessed 10 dec 2021]. 

4. Achar, B., 2019. vikaspedia Domains. [online] Vikaspedia.in. Available at: < 

https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/disaster-management-1/disaster-management-in-

india > [Accessed 11 Dec 2021]. 

5. Byjus.com. 2020. NDMA. [online] Available at: < https://byjus.com/free-ias-

prep/national-disaster-management-authority/ > [Accessed 12 dec 2021]. 

6. www.javatpoint.com. 2020. Types of Disasters - Javatpoint. [online] Available at: < 

https://www.javatpoint.com/types-of-disasters > [Accessed 12 Dec 2021]. 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-iii-issue-ii
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/author/rajendra-k-pandey
https://ili.ac.in/pdf/p13_rajendra.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/pdf/guidelines/new/sdmp.pdf
http://bvsper.paho.org/share/ETRAS/AyS/texcom/desastres/ficrphge/cap1.pdf
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/disaster-management-1/disaster-management-in-india
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/disaster-management-1/disaster-management-in-india
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/national-disaster-management-authority/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/national-disaster-management-authority/
https://www.javatpoint.com/types-of-disasters


Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research                                                               Volume III Issue II | ISSN: 2582-8878                

 

11 
 

7. Phukan, R., 2015. Top 10 Natural Disasters in the History of India - India. [online] 

Mapsofindia.com. Available at: < https://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/travel/top-

10-natural-disasters-in-the-history-of-india > [Accessed 11 Dec 2021]. 

 

8. Pundit Cafe. 2020. Types of Natural Disasters: Features & Examples. [online] Available 

at: < http://www.punditcafe.com/science/types-of-natural-disasters-examples/ > 

[Accessed 12 Dec 2021]. 

9. mani, P., 2021. Disaster Management in India- Institutional frame work, a critical 

analysis. [online] Legalserviceindia.com. Available at: < 

http://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-4869-disaster-management-in-india-

institutional-frame-work-a-critical-analysis.html > [Accessed 12 dec2021]. 

10. Unisdr.org. 2020. Home. [online] Available at: < http://www.unisdr.org/2005/mdgs-

drr/national-reports/India-report.pdf. > [Accessed 11 Dec 2021] 

11. Meghomeguards.gov.in. 2021. [online] Available at: < 

https://meghomeguards.gov.in/sites/default/files/disaster-

management.pdf#:~:text=Contingency%20Action%20Plan%3A%20A%20National%2

0Contingency%20Action%20Plan,facilitates%20the%20launching%20of%20relief%2

0operations%20without%20delay. > [Accessed Dec 2021]. 

12. Civils360 IAS Academy. 2021. National Crisis Management Committee | UPSC | 

Civils360 IAS Academy. [online] Available at: < 

https://civils360.com/2021/02/16/national-crisis-management-committee/ > [Accessed 

12 Dec 2021]. 

13. India, L., 2020. Explained: Disaster Management Act, 2005. [online] Lexlife India. 

Available at: < https://lexlife.in/2020/03/24/explained-disaster-management-act-

2005/#:~:text=%20Explained%3A%20Disaster%20Management%20Act%2C%20200

5%20%201,primary%20objective%20of%20preparedness%2C%20prevention%20and.

..%20More%20  > 

 

 

https://www.ijllr.com/
https://www.ijllr.com/volume-iii-issue-ii
https://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/travel/top-10-natural-disasters-in-the-history-of-india
https://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/travel/top-10-natural-disasters-in-the-history-of-india
http://www.punditcafe.com/science/types-of-natural-disasters-examples/
http://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-4869-disaster-management-in-india-institutional-frame-work-a-critical-analysis.html
http://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-4869-disaster-management-in-india-institutional-frame-work-a-critical-analysis.html
http://www.unisdr.org/2005/mdgs-drr/national-reports/India-report.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/2005/mdgs-drr/national-reports/India-report.pdf
https://meghomeguards.gov.in/sites/default/files/disaster-management.pdf#:~:text=Contingency%20Action%20Plan%3A%20A%20National%20Contingency%20Action%20Plan,facilitates%20the%20launching%20of%20relief%20operations%20without%20delay
https://meghomeguards.gov.in/sites/default/files/disaster-management.pdf#:~:text=Contingency%20Action%20Plan%3A%20A%20National%20Contingency%20Action%20Plan,facilitates%20the%20launching%20of%20relief%20operations%20without%20delay
https://meghomeguards.gov.in/sites/default/files/disaster-management.pdf#:~:text=Contingency%20Action%20Plan%3A%20A%20National%20Contingency%20Action%20Plan,facilitates%20the%20launching%20of%20relief%20operations%20without%20delay
https://meghomeguards.gov.in/sites/default/files/disaster-management.pdf#:~:text=Contingency%20Action%20Plan%3A%20A%20National%20Contingency%20Action%20Plan,facilitates%20the%20launching%20of%20relief%20operations%20without%20delay
https://civils360.com/2021/02/16/national-crisis-management-committee/
https://lexlife.in/2020/03/24/explained-disaster-management-act-2005/#:~:text=%20Explained%3A%20Disaster%20Management%20Act%2C%202005%20%201,primary%20objective%20of%20preparedness%2C%20prevention%20and...%20More%20
https://lexlife.in/2020/03/24/explained-disaster-management-act-2005/#:~:text=%20Explained%3A%20Disaster%20Management%20Act%2C%202005%20%201,primary%20objective%20of%20preparedness%2C%20prevention%20and...%20More%20
https://lexlife.in/2020/03/24/explained-disaster-management-act-2005/#:~:text=%20Explained%3A%20Disaster%20Management%20Act%2C%202005%20%201,primary%20objective%20of%20preparedness%2C%20prevention%20and...%20More%20
https://lexlife.in/2020/03/24/explained-disaster-management-act-2005/#:~:text=%20Explained%3A%20Disaster%20Management%20Act%2C%202005%20%201,primary%20objective%20of%20preparedness%2C%20prevention%20and...%20More%20

