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ABSTRACT 

The situation in Ukraine has been a matter of concern for the international 
community since January 2014 and remains a central focus of legal and 
political scientists. The United Nations (UN) Security Council appeared to 
be unable not only to settle the conflict but also to take any feasible measures 
for its settlement. As a result, a range of regional organizations became 
involved in the crisis. This thesis examines the legal perspectives of the 
activity of the UN and regional organizations which aimed to prevent, detain 
and settle the conflict in Ukraine. It also determines the specifics of methods 
used by each organization, assesses the efficacy of their activity and develops 
proposals for enhancement of their effectiveness. 
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Introduction: 

The United Nations is the only international organization with 193 members. It has many ways 

for countries to meet and resolve global issues. The offices and agencies of the United Nations 

deal with a wide range of issues, including climate change, human rights, and nuclear 

nonproliferation. 

The UN Security Council is the UN's most powerful political body. The council consists of 15 

members who consult and vote on international security decisions. The council has five 

permanent members: China, Russia, France, the US, and the UK. These countries, known as 

the P-5, were given these positions by the United Nations shortly after World War II, based on 

their perceived importance in maintaining world peace. The P-5 has veto power on council 

decisions. If approved, these resolutions are legally binding and can impose sanctions, send in 

a UN peacekeeping mission, or authorize force, as the council did in Libya in 2011. The 

council's use of armed force to restore peace has a complicated history. NATO is frequently 

called upon to carry out the council's few military interventions, as in the 1992 Bosnian war. 

UN has 70,000 military peacekeepers. But these peacekeepers mainly monitor cease-fires or 

peace agreements with the consent of the countries concerned1. 

On Feb. 25, 2022, Russia vetoed a Security Council resolution condemning its invasion of 

Ukraine and calling for it to withdraw military forces, as expected by international observers. 

Only Russia voted against the resolution, revealing the UN's limited influence over the world's 

most powerful nations. As a result, the U.N. is under more criticism for not being able to help 

with the crisis2. 

What exactly could the United Nations do in response to the Ukraine conflict? 

Even if the Security Council cannot easily authorize action against Ukraine, the UN can 

influence the war through political pressure, legal decisions and investigations, and 

humanitarian assistance. 

 
1 https://theconversation.com/russia-is-blocking-security-council-action-on-the-ukraine-war-but-the-un-is-still-
the-only-international-peace-forum-177885 (Accessed date: 06.04.2022) 
2 https://theconversation.com/russia-is-blocking-security-council-action-on-the-ukraine-war-but-the-un-is-still-
the-only-international-peace-forum-177885 (Accessed date: 06.04.2022) 
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During the Korean War, the UN foresaw the issue of P-5 members not being able to act 

together. 

The General Assembly, another U.N. decision-making body, can also approve conflict 

resolutions. But the General Assembly doesn't have the same legal power as the Security 

Council does. In 1950, the General Assembly passed a resolution allowing it to act on a Security 

Council referral if the council cannot agree on the use of force or other issues. In this case, the 

veto doesn't work because the council's referral is a procedural matter. On March 2, 2022, the 

General Assembly used this mandate for the first time in 40 years. So far, no progress has been 

made. Assembly’s actions show Russia's diplomatic isolation3. 

The U.N. Human Rights Council may also have influence during the Ukraine war. But the 

council cannot legally compel countries to act. As a member, Saudi Arabia and Russia are 

among the countries with bad human rights records. Following reports that Russia's military is 

targeting civilian infrastructure and committing war crimes in Ukraine, the Human Rights 

Council opened an investigation on March 4, 2022. The UN is also vital in crisis response and 

humanitarian assistance. The U.N. refugee agency and other U.N. groups are keeping track of 

the growing refugee crisis and giving food, medicine, and other lifesaving aid to more than 6 

million Ukrainians who need it, too. 

Ukraine is also seeking a ruling from the International Court of Justice, the United Nations' 

principal judicial body. However, countries must agree to follow its rules in their own 

countries4.  

UN SECURITY COUNCI: 

The Security Council met on January 31, 2022, at the request of the US, to discuss the reported 

Russian deployment of over 100,000 troops and war logistics along the Russian-Ukrainian 

border. 

At the request of Ukraine's delegate, the Council held an emergency meeting on Monday, 

February 21. They were concerned about the decision by the Russian Federation to recognise 

parts of Ukraine as separate states. Rosemary DiCarlo, the UN's political head, told the Council 

 
3 https://theconversation.com/russia-is-blocking-security-council-action-on-the-ukraine-war-but-the-un-is-still-
the-only-international-peace-forum-177885 (Accessed date: 06.04.2022) 
4 ibid 
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that she was worried about Russia's use of the term "peacekeeping mission." She also warned 

about the risks for both the region and the world5. 

When the emergency meeting was over, there were three more on 23rd and 25th and 27th. 

During a late-night meeting on February 23, Secretary-General Antonio Guterres made a short 

statement. He urged the Russian President to stop his troops from attacking Ukraine. During 

the meeting, news came out that the Russian Federation had started a "special military 

operation" in Ukraine. This was just a few minutes after the call was made. Several Council 

members were against the development6. 

In response to Russia's attack, the Council met again late Friday, February 25th, to vote on a 

resolution prepared by the United States and Albania, with the support of several other Member 

States, condemning "Russia's aggression" and calling on Moscow to withdraw all of its troops. 

At the time, Russia was in charge of the Council. Eleven of the members voted in favor of the 

resolution, and three of them (Chinese, Indian, and United Arab Emirates) did not. Russia 

vetoed the text7. 

On Sunday, February 27, the Council met in an emergency session for the fourth time in a 

week. They passed a procedural measure, known as "Uniting for Peace," that called on the 193-

member UN General Assembly to take up a text that would demand an end to the Russian 

military operation in Ukraine8. 

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

During the Security Council, Russia vetoed a move on February 26 that would have condemned 

and stopped Russia's actions against Ukraine, which made things even worse. A unanimous 

‘no' vote by any of the Council's permanent members – including Russia – invalidates it. At 

the end of that meeting, Ukraine and other delegates said they would take a similar resolution 

to the 193-member General Assembly, where it could not be vetoed9. 

 
5 https://news.un.org/en/focus/ukraine (Accessed date: 06.04.2022) 
6 ibid 
7 ibid 
8 ibid 
9 ibid  
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A procedural measure known as ‘Uniting for peace' was adopted by the Security Council on 

Sunday, February 27th, calling on the General Assembly to convene an emergency special 

session to act on a text demanding an end to the Russian military operation in Ukraine. 

A formula called "Uniting for Peace" says that when there isn't enough unity on the Security 

Council's permanent members to keep international peace and security, the Assembly can step 

in. 

The Assembly held its 11th special emergency special session on March 1, and after a day of 

speeches from other members of the UN, it passed a resolution on March 2 that called on Russia 

to stop its military operations in Ukraine. A total of 141 countries voted in favor of the 

resolution, which also said that Ukraine had the right to be independent, sovereign, and have 

its own territory10. 

The secretary General António Guterres said, the message of the General Assembly is 

loud and clear:   

 ‘’End hostilities in Ukraine — now. Silence the guns — now. Open the door to dialogue and 

diplomacy — now.  We don’t have a moment to lose. The brutal effects of the conflict are plain 

to see. But as bad as the situation is for the people in Ukraine right now, it threatens to get 

much, much worse. The ticking clock is a time bomb.  The world wants an end to the tremendous 

human suffering in Ukraine. This same truth was clear in the rapid mobilization of funds for 

our lifesaving humanitarian operations in Ukraine and neighbouring countries.  Our global 

flash appeal was met with record generosity.  Looking ahead, I will continue to do everything 

in my power to contribute to an immediate cessation of hostilities and urgent negotiations for 

peace. People in Ukraine desperately need peace. And people around the world demand it11.’’ 

Russia’s Veto power on United Nations: 

This crisis has renewed doubts about Russia's role on the Security Council. Ukraine wants to 

know if it was legal for Russia to take over the Soviet Union's seat when the USSR (The Soviet 

Union and the United Nations) broke up in 1991 and Russia took over the seat. 

 
10 ibid 
11 ibid 
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But removing Russia from the Security Council will be difficult. Such a decision would be 

subject to the P-5 veto, as would any move to suspend Russia from the U.N. entirely. Even 

though Russia is very unlikely to lose its spot on the Security Council, expanding the council’s 

permanent membership to more countries could potentially change the playing field12. 

Since 2005, the UN has considered Security Council reform. But change proposals have not 

garnered enough support from countries to gain approval at either the General Assembly or the 

council. The Ukraine crisis will likely strengthen arguments for expanding the council. But 

reform may be slow in coming13. 

Since 1992, Russia has used the veto the most, followed by the US and China. To date, Russia 

has vetoed 118 times, the US 82, the UK 29, France 16 and China 17. The high number of 

Russian vetoes is due to the fact that the United States dominated the Security Council from 

1946 to 1969, winning every vote. During these years, the USSR vetoed 93% of all Western 

majority resolutions14. 

Russia has recently been criticized for using its veto power in Syria. In fact, the Syrian conflict 

has almost paralyzed the UNSC. By July 2020, nearly a quarter of a million Syrians had died 

as Russia vetoed 16 times in favor of the Syrian regime, including 10 joint vetoes with China. 

Ukraine is probably worried that Russia's veto might drag it into a long, bloody war. Russia's 

veto power would also prevent Ukraine from suspending or expelling Russia from the UNSC. 

However, the process by which China became a permanent member after the Chinese Civil 

War could be applied to Russia15. 

”The General Assembly voted to restore the People's Republic of China's legal rights and thus 

remove Taiwan. Because the UNSC was not involved, Taiwan could not veto it. “If the UNSC 

takes up Ukraine's argument, a two-thirds majority vote under the People's Republic of China's 

precedent in 1971 could be done,” Dr. Orchard told TRT World. 

 
12 https://theconversation.com/russia-is-blocking-security-council-action-on-the-ukraine-war-but-the-un-is-still-
the-only-international-peace-forum-177885 (Accessed date: 06.04.2022) 
13 ibid 
14 https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/russia-s-veto-power-sits-at-the-centre-of-ukraine-s-emergency-unsc-
meeting-55086 (Accessed date: 06.04.2022) 
15 ibid 
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The veto is criticized as the UN's most undemocratic element, preventing action against 

permanent members and their allies. 

So, given the UN veto's blanket use, how legitimate is the UNSC as tensions rise between 

Ukraine and Russia. Maybe this is why Ukraine wants to remove Russia as a permanent 

member of the UNSC16. 

Conclusion: 

Even though there are a lot of analyses and opinion pieces out there about the different aspects 

and dimensions of Russia's war in Ukraine, it's hard to get an in-depth and accurate analysis at 

how the crisis has affected people because so much is still unknown. Some things can still be 

learned from what has happened so far. 

The United Nations and its institutions, particularly the Security Council of the United Nations. 

According to some observers and scholars, the international organization's appeal to the 

Russian government to end the war in the name of humanity shows the organization's role's 

weakness. There are some people who think that the post-war order of international relations 

has broken down. 

However, objectivity dictates that the UN and Security Council's declining role is not new and 

that it is difficult to blame Russia for it. Everyone is aware of the issue's history. Over the last 

decades, the UN has consistently failed to prevent wars or even to apply international law. 

These practices have been around as long as people have been calling for changes to the UN 

and the UN Security Council. Many recall UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres' remarks 

at the 2019 World Economic Forum in Davos, in which he stated that relations between the 

world's three major powers, China, Russia, and the United States, have "never been as 

dysfunctional as they are today." 

"We are no longer living in a bipolar or unipolar world, but we are not yet living in a multipolar 

world," he explained. "We are living in a world where global challenges are becoming more 

 
16 ibid 
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integrated and responses are becoming more fragmented, and if this trend continues, it will 

spell disaster17." 

The disaster appears to have arrived, as the Ukrainian war has erupted, entangling all of the 

major powers in a highly complex zero-sum conflict. For almost two decades, there has been 

discussion about the emergence of a new world order. It has accelerated in the last two years, 

following the COVID-19 outbreak. 

What is new is that the debate is no longer limited to the United States and China. Russia has 

made a strong showing in the multipolar contest. 

Thus, the debate between unipolarity and bipolarity has shifted to a new multipolarity in which 

the US, China, and Russia are the dominant powers, with other international powers, 

particularly Germany, expected to rise in the near future. The latter has stated its desire to 

regain influence and military power. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
17 https://www.mybib.com/tools/harvard-referencing-generator (Accessed date: 06.04.2022) 
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