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ABSTRACT 

Human trafficking is a heinous violation of a person's human rights and it has 
also been described as a modern-day form of slavery. Human trafficking is 
the simple term for the trading of people and the exploitation of their 
fundamental rights through the use of coercion, fraud, or deception. This 
crime happens in all over the world to people of all ages, races, and religions, 
but particularly among women and children become the victims of this illegal 
activity. Human trafficking is the third largest criminal enterprise in the 
world, after the trafficking of drugs and weapons. It is also the international 
crime organisation's fastest-growing criminal enterprise. There are numerous 
government and non-governmental organisations (NGOS) that work to 
protect people from human trafficking, but it persists year after year. In this 
research article, we will learn what human trafficking is, how it differs from 
other forms of trafficking, how prevalent it is currently and historically, how 
it can be prevented, and some significant cases with judgements. We will 
also discover the various laws designed to safeguard citizens from human 
trafficking. 
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INTRODUCTION 

1Human trafficking is a heinous violation of a person's human rights and it has also been 

described as a modern-day form of slavery. To prohibit the buying and selling of slaves, the 
2“Indian Slavery Act of 1843” was passed. Individuals who engage in such activities are subject 

to punishment under the 3“Indian Penal Code of 1860”. But this evil crime is still practised 

under the name of Human Trafficking. Human trafficking is the illegal practise of selling 

people for the purpose of enslaving them to forced labour, sexual servitude and other forms of 

commercial sexual exploitation. In the entire world, there are people who engage in the crime 

of human trafficking, which primarily targets women and children. There are basically many 

times of Human Trafficking, but UN has divided Human Trafficking into two major categories 

which are – Sexual Trafficking and Labour Trafficking. In the discussion section of our article, 

we will talk in more detail about human trafficking.  

METHODS 

The primary sources of information for this research paper are the “Indian Penal Code 1860,  

Wikipedia and the United Nations”. The secondary sources of data are taken from various 

research articles and government websites.  

DISCUSSION 

We have discussed in the text above that human trafficking is the illegal business of buying 

and selling people with the intention of making money through fraud, coercion into servitude, 

or sexual exploitation on a global scale, with women and children as their main targets. History 

of Human Trafficking started with the “African Slave Trade”. 4The annual Trafficking in 

Persons Report (TIP Report) is a useful resource used by the United States government, other 

governments, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and the international community to 

comprehend how nations are responding to trafficking, identify any gaps, and offer suggestions 

to fill those gaps and more successfully combat trafficking. India is ranked in the second tier 

of trafficking, out of the three, according to this TIP report. The Supreme Court of India urged 

courts all over the nation to use online technologies to keep hearing cases of human trafficking 

 
1“Sanchez, Rosario & Stark, Sharon. (2014). The Hard Truth About Human Trafficking. Nursing Management. 
45. 19-23. 10.1097/01.NUMA.0000440630.41142.66.” 
2“Indiacode, https://www.indiacode.nic.in/repealed-act/repealed_act_documents/A1843-05.pdf (last visited on 
Sept 6, 2022)” 
3“Legislativegov, https://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1860-45.pdf (last visited on September 6,2022)” 
4 “Chartsbin, http://chartsbin.com/view/548 (last visited September 6, 2022)” 
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virtually throughout the pandemic. In comparison to the scope of the issue, overall national law 

enforcement efforts, particularly against bonded labour, continue to be insufficient. State 

officials in Assam, Jharkhand, and West Bengal are accused of ordering police to report cases 

of trafficking as kidnappings or cases of missing persons in order to lower the number of cases 

of trafficking reported in official statistics. According to reports, some district-level vigilance 

committee inspections to identify victims of bonded labour were discontinued in southern India 

during the pandemic, which decreased the total number of individuals released from bonded 

labour. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) issued two advisories regarding the 

prosecution of traffickers and the prevention, identification, and reintegration of measures for 

bonded labourers. State and local law enforcement placed an emphasis on cybercrime 

investigation training in response to the increased use of social media platforms to entice 

victims during the pandemic. To increase awareness, numerous police departments have also 

released cyber security manuals. 

Some Steps Taken By Government To Deal With Human Trafficking 

The Indian Government, through the Ministry of Home Affairs, has started a two year project 

to train law enforcement officials in cooperation with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime in 

the states of Maharashtra, Goa, West Bengal, and Andhra Pradesh about human trafficking. 

The project will be steered, governed, and monitored by a Project Steering Committee. The 

project aims to increase law enforcement officers (police and prosecutors) awareness of the 

issue of human trafficking through a number of training programmes. It also aims to increase 

their capacity to more effectively investigate the crime and bring cases against those 

responsible. 

• “Anti-Trafficking Cell” - The Ministry of  Home Affairs has established a Nodal Cell 

to handle issues pertaining to human trafficking. Since "Police" is a State subject, State 

Governments are primarily responsible for reporting, looking into, and preventing 

human trafficking. The Home Ministry periodically issues advisories to the states and 

UTs with advice on how to effectively combat the issue of trafficking. 

• “Anti-Trafficking Units” – The Ministry of Home Affairs approved a comprehensive 

plan titled "Strengthening law enforcement response in India against trafficking in 

persons through training and capacity building." The plan called for the creation of 

10,000 additional police officers and 330 Anti Human Trafficking Units (AHTU’s) 

across the nation. 
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• “Ujjawala Scheme” - A comprehensive programme called Ujjawala was introduced by 

the government to combat illicit trafficking as well as to rescue, rehabilitate, and 

integrate those who had been trafficked for sexual exploitation. 

• Web Portal on Anti-Human Trafficking - In February 2014, a website dedicated to 

combating human trafficking “(stophumantrafficking-mha.nic.in)” was launched. For 

the effective implementation of anti-human trafficking measures, it is a crucial IT tool 

for information sharing bbetween parties involved, States/UTs, and Civil Society 

Groups.  

• Some legislations to deal with Human Trafficking are – “Indian Penal Code, 1860; 

Bonded labour system (Abolition) Act, 1976; Child labour (Prohibition and 

Regulation) Act, 1986; Juvenile Justice Act, 2000; Goa Children Act, 2002; Prohibition 

of Child Marriage Act, 2006 and Protection of Children from Sexual offences (POCSO) 

Act, 2012.” 

Statistics 

 “During the reporting period, the National Crime and Records Bureau (NCRB) issued its 2020 

Crime in India Report. 2020 saw the conclusion of 463 trafficking prosecutions, the conviction 

of 101 traffickers in 49 cases, and the acquittal of 715 suspects in 414 cases. In 2020, 89 

percent of trafficking cases ended in acquittals. A third of all trafficking cases in India's 36 

states and territories were reported by just three of them, most likely because of more 

sophisticated reporting in those states and territories rather than worse trafficking issues. 

“Compared to the 5,145 trafficking victims and 2,505 potential victims identified in 2019, the 

government reported identifying 6,622 trafficking victims and 694 potential victims in 

2020.  Authorities found 5,156 victims of labour trafficking in 2020, including 2,837 victims of 

bonded labour and 1,466 victims of sex trafficking; 694 potential victims of trafficking were 

not identified by authorities. Approximately 53 percent of adults and 47 percent of children 

who were victims of human trafficking were Indian; 59 percent of them were women, and 41 

percent were men.  The majority of bonded labour victims were found in the states of 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh in 2020, accounting for 1,291, 289, and 1,026 

victims, respectively, and for 92 percent of all bonded labour victims found nationwide”. 

A few significant human trafficking cases that served as landmark judgments are – 
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• 5M.C. Mehta v. State of Tamil Nadu and Others 

• 6Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal 

•  7People’s Union for Democratic Rights v. Union of India  

•   8Vishal Jeet v. Union Of India 

CONCLUSION 

Human Trafficking, particularly the trafficking of children, is a form of modern day slavery 

calls for a comprehensive, multi-sectoral approach to address the problem's complexity. Since 

the victims' rights and dignity are violated, the solution to this issue must primarily be seen 

from the perspective of children's rights. Governmental organisations, non-governmental 

organisations, civil society, pressure groups, and international organisations must all play a 

significant role and cooperate in the fight against trafficking. The use of law alone cannot solve 

complex social issues. Therefore, with the assistance of these activist groups and the backing 

of the populace, it will be possible to completely eradicate both domestic and international 

human trafficking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 “M.C. Mehta v State of Tamil Nadu and others, AIR 1997 SC 699” 
6 “Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal, (2011) 11 SCC 538” 
7 “People’s Union for Democratic Rights v. Union of India, (1982) 3 SCC 235” 
8 “Vishal Jeet v. Union of India, AIR 1990 SC 1412” 
 


